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Planned Parenthood of Maryland supports HB 588- Local Health Departments and 

Community Action Agencies – Feminine Hygiene Products. This bill would require local health 

departments and community action agencies, with an appropriation from the Governor, to 

provide feminine hygiene products at no cost to any woman enrolled in the Maryland Medicaid 

Medical Assistance Program.  

 

As an established and trusted community reproductive health care provider, serving 

Marylanders for more than 90 years and counting, we believe that cost and access should be no 

barrier for individuals who require menstrual hygiene products.  The research demonstrates 

that “period poverty”, meaning the lack of access to menstrual hygiene products, is common 

among low-income communities.  In a study in St. Louis, two-thirds of low-income women 

could not afford menstrual hygiene products in the prior year.i    

 

Access to menstrual hygiene products is important for both the health and dignity of all 

Marylanders.   We ask for a favorable report.   If we can provide any additional information, 

please contact Robyn Elliott at relliott@policypartners.net. 
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