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Dear Chairman Pendergrass and Members of the Health and Government Operations 
Committee,

We would like to thank you for this opportunity to offer testimony in support of House Bill 709.

Central Maryland Ecumenical Council represents Christian denominations across Maryland. 
We seek to advocate on behalf of any environmental, racial, social, and/or economic bills that 
affirm the imago dei of all persons. Supporting House Bill 709 is part of our mission to support 
the providing of affordable health care to all Marylanders.  This bill will lift the quality of life 
for many business employees and owners.

HB 709 would invest $45 million/year into a five-year state subsidy program for small 
businesses and nonprofits to offer employees health coverage through Maryland Health 
Connection, plus $3 million/year for outreach to notify small employers about the new 
program. This legislation is needed because in Maryland only 37% of small employers offer 
health coverage to their employees compared to 95% of large employers.1 Cost is a major 
reason. This legislation will help employees of small businesses and nonprofits access quality, 
affordable health coverage which is especially critical as the COVID-19 pandemic continues.

This bill will also improve health equity. Small businesses are more likely than large businesses 
to be owned by people of color and Maryland has the highest rate per-capita of businesses 
owned by people of color in the nation.2 Providing better opportunities for small businesses and
nonprofits to provide health coverage will make Maryland a more healthy and equitable state. 
We urge a favorable report for HB 709.

In the spirit of Christ,

Rev. Dellyne Hinton
President,
Central Maryland Ecumenical Council
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