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HB 1078 Cannabis — Regulations — Revisions
Hearing Date: 3/3/22
Committee: Health and Governmental Operations
Position: Favorable with amendments

Chair Pendergrass and members of the HGO Committee: The Maryland Public Health Association (MdPHA)
would like to offer testimony regarding HB 1078, a bill to begin to address tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) isomers,
including delta-8 THC.

We refer you to testimony submitted by the Maryland Medical Cannabis Commission for a review of some of
the history of delta-8 THC and chemical and regulatory issues.

Unregulated products

MdPHA is concerned with the circulation of unregulated products with known and unknown psychotropic
properties. While delta-8 has been the target, there are many other isomers derived from hemp with mostly
unknown properties and/or side effects. They may be purchased at numerous locations, such as gas stations,
convenience stores, or vape shops, or online.

Easy access for youth

There are essentially no age restrictions. Self-imposed age-gating on some websites asks the consumer to
merely click “Yes” that they are 21+, if there is age-gating at all. Some companies are deriving delta-9 THC
from hemp legally, thus circumventing any prohibitions or regulations on delta-9 THC. Products also often
mimic candy or use candy-type flavors that are also appealing to youth and children.

Spurious claims, sexualized content in advertising

There is little research on the short and long-term effects of delta-8 THC, let alone the other numerous isomers.
Advertising content is largely unregulated, with content that is currently prohibited for tobacco, alcohol, and
even medical cannabis.

Toxic chemical byproducts, unrequlated active ingredients

MdPHA is also concerned with the presence of harmful chemicals and/or additives in many of these products
due to the lack of regulatory standards. Independent laboratory testing of these products has found not only
adulterants, including heavy metals, but inaccurate labeling of the actual amount of or even presence of delta-8
contained within. Products are also often found to have higher concentrations of delta-9 THC than legally
permitted.

Loss of tax revenue

Online sales of these products are often not taxed, in addition to being able to be shipped over state lines to
states without regulations regarding products made from these hemp-derived isomers.

Several states have already banned these products, while others are at a minimum placing age restrictions on
them. A bill currently under consideration in Virginia would require proper testing and labeling of products for
potency and purity and would only allow licensed retailers to see products to those age 21 and over.
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MdPHA urges support of HB1078 and the accompanying amendments, with the following considerations:

o We support the recommended study for MMCC and the Department of Agriculture

e Consider an immediate injunction on these products until the recommended study can be completed
e Ata minimum, increase the legal age to access these products to 21 years or older

e Require producers and retailers in the state to register products produced and sold

We have also included a number of online product examples that illustrate some of the concerns we have
expressed.
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Delta-8 THC Flower & Pre Roll >

Age Verification 21+

By entering this website, you agree that you're
21 years or older.
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Example of ineffective online “age gating” (if even present)
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Examples of flavors and multiple means of ingestion

Pineapple - Syrup

$24.99

The perfect summer turnup choice! Activ-8 Pineapple Delta 8 Hemp THC Syrup is the official summer
surprise. Just pour the syrup into your favorite beverage, shake or stir it up, and enjoy. Snag yours today
and let your friends know your about to Activ-8!
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Delta 8 Pre Roll Sour Space Candy-COMING SOON

« Similar high to delta 9 THC, but much less anxiety-inducing
« Improves appetite much more efficiently than regular THC
« More stable and has a longer shelf life than delta 9 THC

« Roughly half as potent as delta 9 THC

« Binds both the CB1 and CB2 endocannabinoid receptors
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Liguor Delta 8 - Lime Seltzer (120z can)
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(600 mg Total Delta-8-THC)
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Companies selling legal delta-9 THC products online
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DELTA 9 GUMMIES
$69.95 — OR SUBSCRIBE AND SAVE 25%

Details
« Lab Tested Delta g THC
« 75mg Delta 9 THC Per Gummy
* 225mg Deita 9 THC Per Jar
 Drop-Shaped Gummies
o Passionfruit, Berry, & Green Apple Flavors
* 100% Natural Ingredients
« Organic, Non-GMO
* No Artificial Coloring or Flavors
* Contain less than 03% THC

Size: [228mg
$69.95

Choose One-time or Subscribe and Say]

© One-time purchase

No taxes applied at checkout
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The Maryland Public Health Association (MdPHA) is a nonprofit, statewide organization of
public health professionals dedicated to improving the lives of all Marylanders through
education, advocacy, and collaboration. We support public policies consistent with our vision of
healthy Marylanders living in healthy, equitable, communities. MdPHA is the state affiliate of the
American Public Health Association, a nearly 145-year-old professional organization dedicated
to improving population health and reducing the health disparities that plague our state and our

nation.
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