HB 832: Homeschool Advisory Council
Ways & Means Committee Hearing: Thursday, March 3, 2022

FAVORABLE Testimony FOR HB 832 provided by:  Alessandra Keener, M.Ed.
Maryland Homeschool Association

Rationale for HB 832

The Maryland State Department of Education (MSDE) has the legal authority to create regulations and
policies that oversee how homeschooling operates throughout the state. While individual homeschool
leaders have worked hard throughout the years to create professional, working relationships with MSDE,
the state is not obligated to consult with homeschoolers before making policy decisions that affect
homeschool families.

For example, at a 2018 interested parties meeting, called by MSDE to review a proposed regulatory
change, not one current homeschool parent had been invited to attend. Additionally, not a single person of
color or non-Christian person was at the table. As a representative of the Maryland Homeschool
Association, | did attend that meeting and was joined by several, much older white men, all of whom own
private schools. In fact, one of the individuals at the table was a retired public school teacher.

In another example, MSDE meets quarterly with county-employed representatives from throughout the
state. These meetings are held exclusively to discuss concerns Maryland counties have with how
homeschooling is taking place within their jurisdiction. Often, these meetings result in policy decisions
being made. For more than five years, | have repeatedly requested an invitation to attend these meetings
as an observer. To date, MSDE has declined to regularly allow non-governmental employees to attend.

Summary: House Bill 832 would create a Homeschool Advisory Council, giving statewide
homeschoolers a legally recognized voice in advising the state on equitable homeschool
policies and regulatory development. The council would be required to be representative of the
diverse voices of homeschool families, including race, religion, geography, and homeschool
philosophy criteria.

Who Drafted HB 832

A social media call for volunteers was made to the Maryland Homeschoolers Facebook group in 2021.
This private group had just over 10,000 members on the day of the post. The post specifically asked for
volunteers to meet via zoom to discuss legislative priorities for the 2022 General Assembly. The post
generated a 7% engagement rate from its total reached audience. That engagement rate is more than
double than what is considered the industry standard “click-through rate”, had we utilized a direct email
marketing approach. [SEE https://mailchimp.com/resources/email-marketing-benchmarks/] NOTE: The
Maryland Homeschool Association does not have access to a complete database of all Maryland
homeschool families, so direct email contact was not even an option.

The subsequent group of volunteers meet by way of zoom, phone calls, and email to discuss legislative
concerns. After researching current advisory councils that work in conjunction with MSDE, the group
worked to draft the language for this bill. The group identified Delegate Sheila Ruth as a potential lead
sponsor, as she homeschooled her own son from 1% grade and until college. As with any bill, the


https://mailchimp.com/resources/email-marketing-benchmarks/

originally proposed language was changed and adapted after conversations with Delegate Ruth, as well as
feedback from Legislative Services.

Summary: An open call for volunteers was made to the wider homeschool community through social
media in 2021. Ultimately, volunteers from four different counties worked on this bill.

Council Composition

The original proposal in HB 832 calls for a Homeschool Advisory Council to be composed of 16
members. Four seats are reserved for MSDE, Maryland Higher Education Commission (MHEC), and
county homeschool liaisons. Four seats would be appointed by the Speaker of the House and the Senate
President. These sole political appointments are required to be two homeschool veterans and two
homeschool umbrella directors. The remaining council seats would come from a pool of self-nominations
of currently homeschooling parents. The bill directs the initial council of eight members to select from
that pool of applicants a representative body that reflects the rich diversity of homeschool families
throughout the state of Maryland. Diversity criteria includes race, religion (including secular families),
geography, and homeschool philosophy.

I am in full support for Delegate Ruth’s amendment to change the council composition slightly.
Specifically, phasing out the four political appointments AFTER the initial council is formed and
removing the two veteran homeschool representatives from the council at the conclusion of the first term
allows for the council to operate as a voice of homeschooling by actual homeschoolers.

Summary: The Maryland Homeschool Advisory Council is designed to operate as a legally recognized
voice of actual homeschoolers, working in conjunction with MSDE and MHEC. Through a
self-nomination process that is governed by a specific set of diversity selection criteria, the
council is set up to be a truly representative body for the Maryland homeschool community.

Homeschool Demographics

According to the U.S. Census Bureau’s Pulse Survey, nationwide homeschool rates have “remained
steady at around 3.3%”, up until 2012 [SEE:
https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2021/03/homeschooling-on-the-rise-during-covid-19-
pandemic.html] Prior to the Covid-19 pandemic, it was widely reported that about 2 million children were
educated at home.

Pre-pandemic homeschoolers in Maryland numbered 27,742. The number of homeschooled children rose
to 42,632 by June 2021 [SEE Addendum #1]. It is widely anticipated that homeschool numbers will drop
significantly as families feel more comfortable with health safety risks lowering, as vaccine availability
for children increases.
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Maryland Homeschoolers

Approximate Number of Families Homeschooling in Maryland*

County PRI_E June County PRI_E June
Covid 2021 Covid 2021

Allegany 105 144 Harford 269 801

Anne Arundel 942 1,614 Howard 439 689

Baltimore City 482 626 Kent 27 53
Baltimore County | 1,255 1,726 Montgomery 971 1,502
Calvert 242 553 Prince George’s 1,059 1,444

Caroline 124 157 Queen Anne’s 116 240

Carroll 425 696 St. Mary’s 392 523

Cecil 320 477 Somerset 69 66

Charles 357 603 Talbot 65 95

Dorchester 62 104 Washington 400 609

Frederick 757 949 Wicomico 224 312

Garrett 57 82 Worcester 91 146

* The US Census Bureau reports the average American family now has 1.93 children under the age of 18. This chart,
however, assumed the average Maryland homeschool family has three children. The decision was made, in part,
because Maryland has one of the highest orthodox Jewish homeschool rates in the country, with most of those
families based in Baltimore and Montgomery counties and Baltimore City. Additionally, many conservative
Christian homeschool families live in Southern Maryland. It is widely accepted that these two sub-populations of
homeschool families often have four or more children each.

Reasons for Homeschooling

The National Center for Educational Statistics, a research branch of the U.S. Department of Education
provides the most reliable information on nationwide homeschooling statistics and trends. [SEE
Addendum #2]. According to NCES — and regardless of a family’s race — the single, most important
reason parents give for homeschooling their children: “a concern about school environment, such as
safety, drugs, or negative peer pressure ”.

The second most important reason parents give for homeschooling is “a dissatisfaction with the academic
instruction”. Only 20% of White parents cite “a desire to provide religious instruction” as their most
important reason to homeschool. With the exception of 6% of Hispanic families, no other racial group
places religion as a reason for why they chose to educate their children at home.

Summary: The covid pandemic saw the number of homeschool children in Maryland grow from 27,742
in 2019 to 42,632 by June 2021. In terms of actual number of families, we know that some
counties, such as Kent and Garrett, had less than 100 homeschool families each, pre-pandemic.
The most populous homeschool counties, including Baltimore and Prince George’s, had
around 1,500 or fewer homeschool families each. According the National Center for



Educational Statistics, the vast majority of families cite “a concern about school environment,
such as safety, drugs, or negative peer pressure” as their #1 reason for homeschooling.
Homeschooling for religious reasons is cited as the most important reason to homeschool by
only 16% of homeschool families nationwide.

Why So Much Vocal Opposition to HB 832
Opposition to HB 832 stems from two distinct sources.
Opposition from Delegate Lauren Arikan

Delegate Arikan (R, Harford County) happens to be a homeschool parent who has been extremely vocal
in her beliefs that government should have zero involvement with homeschooling. The day that HB 832
had its first reading in the House, Del. Arikan released a YouTube video criticizing the bill and
demanding that it be withdrawn [SEE https://youtu.be/-uWxLvnMD-4 and
https://youtu.be/1kkys8fh1Kg]. Her first video was made WITHOUT the benefit of having read the text
of the bill. As such, the video and ensuing social media posts were full of inflammatory statements and
misinformation. Given the nature of social media, her message caused a level of hysteria within the
homeschool community, as families waited days for the opportunity to read the actual bill. Individuals
who align with Del. Arikan’s anti-government sentiment took to online bullying of anyone who spoke in
support of the bill. Some of Del. Arikan’s followers proudly posted online that they were calling delegates
and committee members multiple times and spamming elected officials with multiple emails [SEE
Addendum #3].

At no time during her active campaign to influence the outcome of HB 832 did Del. Arikan ever disclose
to the Maryland General Assembly or to the public at large that she has a conflict of interest due to her
financial interest in a homeschool umbrella that she owns, namely Sequoia Fellowship Umbrella.
Homeschool umbrellas exist under COMAR 13A.10.05 and are registered through the Maryland State
Department of Education. Homeschool umbrellas offer families an opportunity to complete their portfolio
reviews through a non-governmental review process. It is widely known throughout the homeschool
community that a handful of umbrellas operate through fear messaging with families who oppose all
government involvement in their lives. NOTE: No specific oversight exists for Maryland homeschool
umbrellas to ensure that they are, in fact, fulfilling their legal obligation of documenting that families
have provided “regular, thorough instruction” to their children, despite taking money from families to do
SO.

Opposition from the Homeschool Legal Defense Association (HSLDA)

HSLDA is an ultra-conservative Christian organization based in Virginia. One of HSLDA’s founding
attorneys, Mike Farris, now leads the Alliance Defending Freedom group, an organization designated as a
hate group by the Southern Poverty Law Center [SEE Addendum #4]. Mr. Farris and, by extension
HSLDA, has a well-documented history of:

e Lobbying against mandatory reporting laws for child abuse
e Opposing the UN’s human rights declaration
e Anti-LGBTQ work
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HSLDA'’s website boasts over 100,000 worldwide members who pay $130 per year in dues [SEE
Addendum #5]. That number, presumably, includes lifetime members who may have joined HSLDA
more than a decade ago but no longer homeschool. Interestingly, though, HSLDA’s 990 Form (an annual
IRS required filing) states that HSLDA had $8,811,858 in membership dues in 2018 [SEE Addendum
#6]. Based on HSLDA'’s reporting to the IRS, they would actually only have 67,784 actively paid
worldwide members. If one were to assume that three-quarters of HSLDA members reside in the United
States — and then generously divide that number by 50 (and not account for the proportional differences in
the number of homeschoolers in states like Texas and California, versus Maryland), then basic math tells
us that HSLDA may represent — at most — 10% of all Maryland homeschool families.

With an operating budget of more than $13 MILLION in 2018 [SEE Addendum #7], HSLDA has the
resources to hire powerful public relations firms to fight against bills they deem in poor interest of
homeschooling. In the case of HB 832, HSLDA has been working with Fifth Avenue Brands, based in
Rockefeller Plaza in New York City [SEE Addendum #8]. HSLDA has systematically been feeding
biased and factually incorrect information relating to the bill to right-wing media sources and making
claims such as, “. .. ademocrat-led bill that will create an ‘advisory council’ to collect data on
homeschooling families. The aim of the council is to increase government overview of families . . .”

NOTE: The words “research, “data”, and “collect” DO NOT appear in the text of HB 832.

These falsehoods promoted by HSLDA are being printed with little to no attempt by right wing media to
interview opposing viewpoints. Sadly, the effects are clear: People read the news and believe it to be true
without doing their own fact checking. As a result, hysteria has continued.

So, Why All the Fuss?

The question remains: Why? Why would Del. Arikan and HSLDA put forth so much effort to kill a bill
that seeks to:

1. Offer greater transparency to the policy making and regulatory process that directly impacts
homeschooling; and

2. Allow for greater participation in those processes by people of color, as well as secular and non-
Christian families?

I, personally, cannot answer that question. But, | do find it curious that people and organizations focused
on personal liberties would so vociferously attempt to squash a bill that makes the democratic process
more accessible to a more fully representative body of people.

Summary: Vehement and loud opposition from a segment of homeschoolers makes it appear as though
there is large opposition to this bill. While the opposing side may have a multi-million dollar
spin machine amplifying their rhetoric, the facts show that neither Del. Arikan nor HSLDA
represent the vast majority of Maryland homeschool families, neither in their political beliefs
nor in the reasons for homeschooling.



New Hampshire’s Homeschool Advisory Council

New Hampshire stands as the only state in America that currently has a homeschool advisory council that
works with their state department of education. Their council is entirely appointed, whereas Maryland’s
proposed council allows homeschool parents to self-nominate and the selection process is governed by
diversity criteria.

New Hampshire is widely considered a libertarian state. Frank Edelblut, their state commissioner for
education (comparable to MSDE’s superintendent position) is a homeschool father [SEE:
https://www.education.nh.gov/who-we-are/commissioner/about]. New Hampshire is pro school choice
state that advocates for school voucher programs

Summary: Despite being held up by HSLDA as a cautionary tale of “good intentions gone wrong”, New
Hampshire’s Homeschool Advisory Council operates in a distinctly different political
environment than would exist in Maryland. Without an in-depth and objective study of the
politics and outcomes of this council, any criticisms made of it amount to nothing more than
hearsay, subjective opinion, and pure speculation.

Conclusion

For the numerous reasons listed in this written testimony, | ask that you give HB 832 a FAVORABLE
vote at your next committee meeting.

Respectfully,

Alessandra Giampaolo Keener, M.Ed.

Reisterstown MD

on behalf of the Maryland Homeschool Association

Biography for Alessandra Giampaolo Keener

Alessandra Keener, M.Ed. holds a master’s degree in education and a certificate in gifted education from The Johns
Hopkins University. She also holds a certificate in special education advocacy from William and Mary Law School.
While Alessandra homeschooled her children from kindergarten into college, she now works as an educational
advocate and professional curriculum developer. For more than 10 years, Alessandra has served as an expert witness
in numerous divorce, custody, and criminal justice matters that involve mitigating educational issues for a variety of
special student populations, including children represented by the Maryland Office of the Public Defenders.

Maryland Homeschool Association History

After years of providing the Maryland homeschool community with legislative updates through other means,
Alessandra Keener launched the Maryland Homeschool Association in 2014, primarily as a website to offer free,
reliable, and objective information about the rights and responsibilities of homeschoolers in Maryland. For years,
Maryland families have relied on MDHSA as its sole source of timely information and call-to-action alerts coming
directly from in-state homeschoolers. MDHSA has always been an all-volunteer, grassroots organization. MDHSA
does not charge a membership fee.
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Retrieved from

https://marylandpublicschools.org/about/Documents/DSFSS/SSSP/Homelnstruct/HomeSchool14YearReport20062021.pdf
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Addendum #2: National Center for Education Statistics (U.S. Department of Education), Reports
on Homeschooling

I[ES » NCES &alcmion statisties  =VEN

Table 206.15. Percentage and percentage distribution of homeschooled students ages 5 through 17 with a grade equivalent of
kindergarten through grade 12, by reasons their parents gave for homeschooling, the one reason their parents identified
as most important, and race/ethnicity of child: 2015-16

[Standard errors appear in parentheses]

Percentage distribution of homeschooled students, by the one reason
identified by their parents as most important?

Asian/

Pacific
Reason for homeschooling Total White Black] Hispanic|Islander| Other3
1 3 5 7 9 11 13
A concern about school environment, such as safety,
drugs, or negative peer pressure 33.8 (3.15)|28.0 (2.94)|32.41(11.73)[47.9 (8.20)| ¥+ (1)|33.7 (8.23)
A dissatisfaction with the academic instruction
at other schools 17.0 (2.16)|18.7 (2.62)[15.01 (6.11)]10.51(3.90)| ¥ (T1)|35.8 (10.70)
A desire to provide religious instruction 15.9 (2.68)|20.8 (3.83) T (T)] 6.51(2.71)] £ (1) ¥ (1)
A desire to provide moral instruction 4.7 (1.27) s.el(1.87) * (M) S M+ (T = ()
Child has a physical or mental health problem 5.5 (1.19)| 4.7 (1.37) ¥ (T)] 9.01(3.11)] £ (1) ¥ (1)
Child has a temporary illness* : M = (M = (T S (T () = (7)
Child has other special needs 5.8 (1.26)| 4.4 (1.20)11.9! (5.82) 6.61(2.89)| + (1) 3 ()
A desire to provide a nontraditional approach to
childs education 5.6 (1.18)| 8.2 (1.97)| = () = (M (M = (1)
Other reasons® 11.4 (1.85)| 9.1 (2.30)[24.51 (9.52)[14.11(5.06) + (1) = (1)

Retrieved from: https://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/d19/tables/dt19 206.15.asp

Addendum #3: Screenshot from the Homeschoolers of Maryland Facebook group

(] % https://www.facebook.com/groups/1572378676324083
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Homeschoolers of Maryland

ses
ﬁebruary 15 at 9:16 AM - &

Has anyone received communication from Delegate Ruth's office? Also
does anyone know if the hearing on March 3rd is public, in person or
virtual?

| personally wrote 4 emails ( very explicit about how | feel) and at least
6 voicemails.

Yes, it sounds good but please consider how a council can represent
every family in Maryland since we all school differently and use many
types of curriculum.

I know | said | would not post but | want you all to know, | am
diligently trying to reach Ruth and keep up to date on the progress.
| will keep comments open but please, no debates.

Qs 24 Comments

o Like () Comment
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Addendum #4: Southern Poverty Law Center designated hate group entry for Alliance Defending
Freedom, led by Homeschool Legal Defense Association’s founder, Michael Farris

@ f W AboutUs Accessibility PressCenter JLLtdl]s/ 300011 3

SPLC

“ Southern Poverty RESOURCES ~ WHATWEDO - OURISSUES - HATEWATCH HATEMAP PODCAST Q
Law Center

ALLIANCE DEFENDING FREEDOM

Founded by some 30 leaders of the Christian Right, the Alliance Defending Freedom is a legal advocacy and training
group that has supported the recriminalization of sexual acts between consenting LGBTQ adults in the U.S. and
criminalization abroad; has defended state-sanctioned sterilization of trans people abroad; has contended that LGBTQ
people are more likely to engage in pedophilia; and claims that a “homosexual agenda” will destroy Christianity and
society. ADF also works to develop “religious liberty” legislation and case law that will allow the denial of goods and
services to LGBTQ people on the basis of religion. Since the election of President Trump, ADF has become one of the
most influential groups informing the administration’s attack on LGBTQ rights.

Founded by some 30 leaders of the Christian Right, the Alliance Defending Freedom is

alegal advocaey and training group that has:

ALLIAMCE DEFENDING . ISupported the 1'e.c'1'1.1nm.alizlation of sexual acts between consenting LGBTQ adults
F R. E E D O M in the U.S. and criminalization abroad
» Defended state-sanctioned sterilization of trans people abroad
PRI Pt + Contended that LGBTQ people are more likely to engage in pedophilia

FOR

EXTHEM IS-I- EHUUP INF[] + Claimed that a “homosexual agenda” will destroy Christianity and society
SPLC DESIGNATED HATE GROUP ADF also works to develop “religious liberty™ legislation and case law that will allow
Date Founded: 1994 the denial of goods and services to LGBTQ people on the basis of religion. Despite its

. . regular defamation of LGBTQ people, the group has managed to win special advisory
Location: Scottsdale, Ariz, ) . ] ) ) o
status at the United Nations, in the European Union, and with the Organization of
Ideology: Anti-LGBTQ American States. Since the election of President Trump, ADF has become one of the

most influential groups informing the administration’s attack on LGBTQ rights
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In January 2017, ADF named longtime theoeratic right-wing activist, attorney and
Baptist minister Michael Farris as its second president, CEO, and general counsel.
Farris left the Convention of States, which he co-founded in 2013, to take the position at
ADF. The Convention of States advocates for holding just what its name implies—a
convention of states—to add amendments to the Constitution in order to stop “the
federal spending and debt spree, the power grabs of the federal courts, and other

misuses of federal power.”

Farris’ history in the religious right dates back to the 1970s, when he opposed the Equal
Rights Amendment. In the early 19805, he was head of Jerry Falwell's Moral Majority in
Washington state, and, in 1983, he founded the Home School Legal Defense Association
(HSLDA), alegal advocacy group that is also a ministry to “defend and advance the
constitutional right of parents to direct the education of their children and to protect
family freedoms.” Aceording to its mission statement, the HSLDA relies on “parental
rights” and “religious freedom” to guarantee the “fundamental, God-given,
constitutional right of parents and others legally responsible for their children to direct

their education.”

Farris also signed on to the original 1986 Coalition of Revival (COR) Manifesto, the

same year that he served as treasurer for the Committee to Draft Pat Robertson for
President. Farris was part of the COR steering committee. Among COR’s positions was
this one: “We deny that anyone, Jew or Gentile, believer or unbeliever, private person
or public person is exempt from the moral and juridical obligation before God to
submit to Christ’s Lordship over every aspect of his life in thought, word and deed.”
Another COR requirement was that one be “willing to be martvred for Jesus Christ and
the establishment of his Kingdom here on earth” and also be willing to submit to the
“hierarchical order” God has ereated, “in which we are willing to submit as to Christ to
emplovers, civil government, and church leaders, and within families, wives to their

husbands, and children to their parents.”

Retrieved from: https://www.splcenter.org/fighting-hate/extremist-files/group/alliance-defending-freedom
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Addendum #5: Homeschool Legal Defense Association’s home webpage

< C' @ hsldaorg & Y N . Update

4
WHAT WE DO
With over 100,000 member families, Home School Legal Defense
Association (HSLDA) is the nation’s largest, most trusted homeschool
advocacy organization. Were here to advance and protect your freedom to

homeschool,

0

Legal Protection Educational Support Strength in Community
We protect your right to homeschool in Our highly trained consultants offer Through the combined efforts of our
court, advocate for homeschool freedom in personalized guidance and answers for community we make it possible for all
state legislatures, and work to advance every stage of homeschooling—including families to experience the joys of
homeschooling in the public arena. getting started, learning disabilities, and homeschool freedom.
high school.

Learn About HSLDA Member Benefits »
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Addendum #6: Form 990 for Homeschool Legal Defense Association, page 9 which shows HSLDA’s
2018 total revenue for membership dues.

Foren B90 (2018} Page 9
Statement of Revenue
Chack if Schedule O containg a response or note 1o any lne in this Part VI, .. [mj
) ) Tnl.nl‘r:"uunue HHI"IEBt:' or Urvﬁ:bud “ﬂﬂuﬂ'
* axampl business excluded from lax
functian eI undier sechons
- TEETIIg 512-514
g 18 Federated campagns . 1a 13,614 "
£ E b Membership dues . . 1B 8,81 1.5531
-E ¢ Fundraming events . .o e
§ 5| d Relatedorganzatons . . [1d 307,339
E‘S e Govarnmant grants [coninibubons) | 1e
[l f Al other cornbubons, gits, grans,
é and similar ameunts not nchaded above | 44 7033.112
g o| 9 Noecaghconinbubons incluced mbnes 1e-1f § =
5| h_Total Acd nes 1a-1f . . . .. [ 11,165,924]
% Busmess Coda
4 2a Conference & Seminars » 219,230 219,280/
e b Advertising & Publicshons ... 187,113 187,113
£ | e Eduesnomsippen Tao7.g08 1307908
A 9.
€| e
& f Al other program sernce revenue .
£ g Total. Add hnes 2a-21 . . . . . 1,714,592 |
3 Irvestment ncome hnclud-ng dividends, inferest,
and othes similar amownts) . . . » {13,945) {13,945}
4  Income from investment of tax-axempt bond procesds k
5 PRoyalbes . . . . . L. . e 68,537 6B.537
(il Peal {1 Perzanal
Ga Gross rents
b Less rental expenses
c  Rerial incoma or (loss)
d Met rental mcome or (loss) T
Ta  Gross anoudd from sales of |10 Secunbes [sh Othwe
85528 other than inventory
b Less coslor oiber beus
and sales expensas .
¢ Gain or (loss)
d  Metganorlass) . . . e
E Ba Gross income from fundraising
& events (mod mcluding 3
- of contnbutions reparted on boe 16
i See Part IV, ne 1B ., . a
& b Less. direct expenses . . b
¢ Metincome or (loas) from fundraising events L
fia  Gross income from gaming actnibies.
Sea Part IV, ine 19 P
b Less. directexpenses . . . . b
& Metincome or (loss) from gaming actvbes . .
10a Gross sales of inventory, less
returns and allowances a 641,611
b Less costofgoodssald . . . b 217665
¢ Metincome or (loss) from sales of inventory . L 423,946 6,21
Mhacelansous Fgvanis Husnass Coda |
11a .
b
ﬂ mremssee R InmEmTe——
d Al other revenue . .
e Total. Add nes 11a-11d . > |
12 Total revenue. See instruchons .. e 13,350,054 1,527,479 193,313 54,592
Farm 390 2018
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Addendum #7: Form 990 for Homeschool Legal Defense Association, page 1 which shows HSLDA’s
general revenue and expenses for 2018.

'j )
- L_..f .
5331 2949307402806 0
. e 990 Return of Organization Exempt From Income Tax S el
N - Under saction 504(c), 527, or 4347(a){1) of the Internal Revenue Code | pt private foundations) 2@ 1 8
‘T * Do not enter social security numbers on this form as it may be made public \ Open to Public
it Pvanue Serven P Go to wiwwirs. gov/Form80 for instructions and the latest information. Hﬂ " Inspection
A For the 2018 calendar year, or tax year beginning April 1 . 2018, and ending roh 31 ,20 19
B Check il apphcsple |G Name of erganization Home Schoodl Legal Deferse Assotiation © Emptoyer isnbfication mumber
O Agkiress changs Doing business as HEL 0 52-1354365
Mams changs Number and sireet for PO box ol masl e nol debvered 1o street adidress) FRisamfine E Talaphons nismbse
”ﬂ O] veatet rastum 1 Paitrick Henry Circle 540-338-5640
ﬁ [ Firai retumitermeates] ity or tawn, siate or prowince, couniry, 85 ZIP or leregn postal code
[] amenced return |Purceiiilie, wa 20132 G Gross mcaipts § 13,359,084
[0 Apphestion pendeg |F Hama and agdress of pracpal oficer i) bs B2 grewp retum by suberdkeatest ) Yo [£] Mo
J Michagl Smath, Cne Patrick Henry Circle, Purcelville, WA 20132 H[Mmahmdnalulml.ued"‘lj Yau D Mo
| Tan-empdstabus ] 801c) [mERTET j 4 (nsert na | L] aga7pui) or Dazi ! 3 i “Pio.” attach a kst {see mstructons|
J Wobste: ®  wwnw halde org Hig] Group sxsmnplian numbers &
Form of ergancation [£] Cosparstion || Trust || Association | ] Omer & [ L vese ot toematon 1994 | M siate of legal comicie i
% Summary
| b/ Binefly describe the organization’s missian of most signiicant activites,  HSLDA 15 a 501c3 nonprafit sdvecacy erganizatien
8 astabhshed 1o delend and gdvance the consututional nght of parents to direct the education of teir children, and to protect family
§ fregdoms....
2  Checkths box FI:I if the nlganlzallc:n disconbinued s operations or disposed of more than 25% of s net assels.
5 3  Mumber of voling members of the goverreng body (Part V1, bne 13) . 3 B
ﬁ 4 MNumber of ndependent valing members of the governing body (Part VI, ine 16) 4 3
B 1 B Total number of indaeduals employed in calendar year 2018 1F‘s‘t W, ine 2a) 5 213
ﬁ‘ £ & Total number of volunteers jesbmate If necessary) - . & 0
o < | 7a Total unrelated busmess revenue from Part VIll, column [W-\ . 7a 193,333
.y b Met unrelated business taxable income frem Form 990-T, el R . . b . &7353
G e Priar Year Current Year
] . RE
I g | B Coninbutions and grants (Par Vill, ine Th) . < and \; 20749480 11,165,924
=t 2| 9 Program service revenue [Part VI, kne 2g) C ) & lﬁ . o 1,714,562
™~ E 10 Investment income [Part VI column (&), ines ﬁ, ndﬁﬁ |\ 2,691 {13,048
. 11 Oiher revenue (Part VI, colurmea (), hnes 5, 6d, . 1l 'IL}"': e m.a:ﬁ 492,481
-4 12 Total revenue—add linés 8 throwgh 11 (must equa - 2,086.47 13,358,054
o0 13 Grants and similar amounts paid (Part X, column &), | T R 1.55 F.ﬁ&;l G965, 480
or 14  Benefits pad to or for members (Part X, column (2%Tine 4} B [, [}
o 2 15  Salanes, other compensabon, amployes benelits [Part 1, eolurmn (A}, lines 5-1D'|| [+, 7,366,002
o g 168a Professsonal fundrasng Tees (Part IX, calumn (4), line 11) . Iﬂi
o b Total fundrasing expenses (Par X, cotumn (O, bne 25) » 1535, Z'_E_j
o+ W47  Other expenses (Part IX, column (A), lnes 11a=11d, 11f-248) . . - 692642 1,760,143
= 18  Total expenses Add bnes 13-17 (must egual Part I, colurmn (&), ine 25:1 2,250,297 12,091,625
189  Revenue less expanses Subiract ine 18 om bne 12 T _[161,824] 1.267.429
=8 Beginrng of Current Year End of ¥oar
%,‘Eﬁ 20 Total assets (Part X, ine 16) . .. o B . A35.4 4,561,250
EE 21 Total labibes (Part H.% . - Ez_sa 5,948,114
=20 22 Net gssets or fund bal Subtract e 21 fromy et . L. TTEE02 (5 387 B64)

Signature Hluckjj |7

Undor penales of penury, | ofclare gt | pve seanmisgfis
brus, Eorecl and compltes DRchargfon 9 m’

o VKRG e Sealive, i

f schadules and statements, and o tha best of my nowledge and bebiel, it =
an p which proparer has any knowiedgpe

Type or pmnlnam"hd—mlr
Paid Pml.u‘Tym: preparer’s name Prepares’s signature Cuante Eheck D d FTIN
Preparer selamplayad
Use Only [frmsname = Firm's EB4 ®
Fym's addrass & Phoiss niy
May the IRS discuss thes return with the preparer shown above? (see instructions) . [ ves [] Na
For Paperwork Beduction Act Notice, see the separate msiructions. Cat Mo 11282 Form 980 @o1ay
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Addendum #8: Email sent by HSLDA’s public relations firm based in Rockefeller Center, New
York City, soliciting conservative media channels to publish misleading news
reports about HSLDA.

On Thu, Feb 17, 2022 at 9:46 AM Richard Lorenzen <rlorenzen@fifthavenuebrands com= wrote:
Hi Sean,

Maryland's state legislature recently proposed a democrat-led bill that will create an “advisory council” to collect data on
homeschooling families. The aim of the council is to increase government cverview of families and identify possibilities for regulation.

Conservative legal experts have sounded alarms on the news for its risks of government overreach and infringement on the federally
protected right for families to homeschool their children without government influence.

HSLDA, the largest homeschool legal advocacy group in the US, is speaking out about the threat the proposed council poses to
education and religious liberties for American families.

HSLDA's senior counsel, Michael Donnelly, would love to give an interview about the risks of government overreach that threaten not
just families in Maryland but nationwide.

Any interest in connecting with him?

Best,
Richard

RICHARD LORENZEN, CEO

IPATZAN FIFTH AVENUE BRANDS

The PR Firm for Finance, Public Policy and B2B Tech
45 Rockefeller Plaza, New York, NY

0. (888) 602-7566 ext. 725 | M. (631) 374-6783

3

Han

E. rlorenzen@fifthavenuebrands com | W. fifthavenusbrands.com

Retrieved from a private email that had been forwarded by a reporter from The Washington Times newspaper.



