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As a Maryland homeschool family, we do not support the proposed bill HB832 as we do not believe the
bill will serve in the best interest of homeschooling families like ours. It is our strong opinion that we
desire no involvement from the state in our effort to chose the best education for our children. Was that
the case, we would not have made the decision to withdraw from the public school system!

We thank you for your time on this matter and sincerely hope our voice will be heard.

Respectfully
Anelia Rotunda
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Dear Ways and Means Committee,

I'm writing to ask you to oppose HB 832. | am a homeschooling parent and I'm really against this bill.

| was a teacher for 16 years . | decided to Homeschool with my husband before we had children. We came to that
decision because | watched bright children struggle at tasks and excel at others and be pushed through to the next
"grade” . | homeschool without having grade levels , we master a skill and then move on.

We do not need an Advisory council, nor do we want one. We decide what a quality education looks like for our

children at our own financial cost. We already have state regulations that handle reviews so this bill has a negative
purpose.

Sincerely,

Christina Brown
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| oppose HB0O832 because it has many flaws. One of the most obvious is that the homeschool
community has no say in actually selecting the members of the council; self-nomination is no
guarantee of selection. The council is unlikely in future years to select new members who have
radically different views from the then-current council. So large minorities of homeschoolers
will have no voice on this council.

Because of human nature, the council will automatically be seen as the official voice of
Maryland homeschooling, which will lessen the force of any other group of homeschoolers who
wish to be heard. The 16 members of the council will have replaced the voices of thousands of

homeschool families.

These are only two reasons | strongly OPPOSE HB0832.

Thank you,

Elizabeth Milley
20 year veteran homeschool parent
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This idea of this homeschool council is awful. It excludes all homeschoolers who aren’t on the council,
and since members are appointed instead of elected, there’s no way to become included. Bad idea! Get
rid of it completely because there’s nothing good in it.
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As homeschooling mom of 4 kids I would like to ask for this bill to be withdrawn. I
assume the bill was designed to help us but I do not want or need the state to be
involved in my home school. The public school system did not work for us. I do not do
this because it is easier by any means but I do it because it is best for our family and am
no interested in having the state be involved. Homeschooling looks different for all
families as it in an individualized way of teaching. I have reached out to Sheila Ruth in
regards to this, she did respond one time but when I asked how the council will be
“appointed” and how many parents are going to be appointed to this group to be the voice for
us all I received no further correspondence. Unfortunately the government gets more involved
each year in the school systems and throws more money at them and they are continuing to
decline. We moved to a specific school district because it was supposed to be so amazing and
were very disappointed with the public school system, my smart first grader didn’t learn how
to read and was very discouraged, I taught him over the summer. Iam tired of government
overreach and politicians who think they know better than parents. I'm sorry if you are losing
money because I have pulled my kid out of your system, but that should be a wake up call not a
cry for you to have more involvement in my homeschool. As a homeschool mom I'm not
asking for anything from you all but to be left alone. I don’t not believe a small committee can
be in any way shape or form a voice for the entire state of Maryland’s homeschoolers. We are
all very different and individualized.
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Thank you for your concern for homeschoolers to have the best representation possible. To best serve
our community, we ask that you leave the current oversight structure as it currently is. | have seen the

benefits over my thirty+ years as a Maryland resident, home school student, and home school mother.
Please do NOT pass HB0832. | stand opposed. Thank you!

Leah Do
Annapolis resident
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As a 20+ year long standing Maryland homeschooling parent, and coordinator of a Maryland
Homeschool Cooperative, | am adamantly opposed to House Bill 0832.

Lisa Duckworth
Coordinator of Monocacy Home Educator’s Cooperative

Frederick, MD
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_ Portfolio Preparation Form
Completion of this form is recommended, but optional

Name of Parent/Guardian: Kachael L. Palmier(

Name of Student: E!fﬁﬂ Sophia Palmier]
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Portfolio Preparation Form
Completion of this form is recommended, but optional

Name of Parent/Guardian: _/<achoel L. Palmieri

Date of Review __//27/2]

Name of Student: [mfl}g Palmier]

Subject

Instructional Materials
Utilized

Concepts Taught

English/Language Arts
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/ \, Baltimore County Public Schools
ECPS Office of Educational Opportunities — Home Schooling Program

\ / Portfolio Review 2021-2022

Student: Emily Abigail Palmieri Review Date: 1/14/2022
Grade Level (as reported by parent): 1st Grade Student Present (OYes [JONo
Parent/Guardian: Rachael L. Palmieri Reviewer: Mrs. Erika Hamlet
English/Language Arts Curriculum/Resources: Super Kids Language Arts Grade 1

Course/Curriculum/Resources Notes: Super Kids Language Arts Grade 1 curriculum covers: Phonemic Awareness
activities (5/week), Daily Spelling Exercises (5/wk), Daily Handwriting, Reading for Fluency (1 short story 2-4 repetitions
per week), Daily Reading for Literature and Comprehension from Superkids StoryBook, Creative Expression (1 dictated
sentence/wk), Concepts of Print, Vocabulary, and Grammar/Word Usage (1-2pages of each per week SuperKids Word
Work Book), A Reason for Handwriting Manuscript A (5 exercises/wk), Listening to stories, poems, and nursery rhymes,
Verbal Comprehension (6-8 jobs/wk of developmental activities involving following directions.

Portfolio Documentation: Choose an item
*  (Spelling) Superkids Daily Drill: spelling, handwriting, dictation
* (Word Usage) SuperKids WordWork Page
* (Handwriting) Page from A Reason for Handwriting
* (Writing) Creative Expression: Gymnastics
* (Reading) List of SuperKids Short Stories read-to-date
*  (Fluency): Super Short initialed and by those who listened to Emily read aloudpotify we

Mathematics Curriculum/Resources: Saxon Math Level 1, Dreambox Learning, Singapore Math 1

Course/Curriculum/Resources Notes: Saxon Math 1 includes four lessons per week with an assessment every 5" day.
We complete 3 lessons/wk, 2 Math Meetings/wk and take the assessments as scheduled after each 5" lesson is taught.
Each lesson includes a classwork-- set of cumulative questions, an addition fact drill sheet. Classwork exercises cover
concepts in:counting, cardinality, saying and writing the date, ordering numbers from least to greatest, ordinal numbers
through 6th, and comparing numbers using words and symbols, acting out addition stories (“some, some more;” “put
together”) and subtraction stories (“went away,”) position words, such as left, right, above, below, inside, outside, etc.,
counting pennies, identifying the season, doubles facts to 10 + 10, adding 1 and adding 0. Saxon Math Meeting gives
practice with: a calendar activity, a daily review of counting through 100 and writing numbers. We use Singapore
Math’s classwork as warm ups once or twice/wk, in order to continue practicing a variety of math word problems
visually. Emily works to complete interactive math lessons on Dreambox Learning for a minimum of 30 minutes per
week to understand models, strengthen number sense, and apply effective strategies to solve problems.

Portfolio Documentation: Choose an item
* Saxon Classwork Practice
* Singapore Math Problem-Solving
¢ Weekly Summary for Dreambox Learning Usage

Science Curriculum/Resources: Sonlight Science B, Mystery Science, Animal Life, “Discover and Do” Investigations

Course/Curriculum/Resources Notes: Sonlight Science B (sections “Human Anatomy” and “Physics”) includes daily
readings (by big sister) and a few matching exercises on paper to check her comprehension 4x/wk, 1 investigation to
observe on DVD/wk about magnets and simple machines. Emily watches Mr. Doug’s Mystery Science episode and
follows along with the discussion and bonus features. In addition, we allow our daughters to engage in exploration and
journaling of wildlife around them, such as bird-watching, and provide time for them to conduct research with library
books. Cross-curricular thematic units of animal study happen as interest arises and free time allows, such as over
Christmas and New Year’s break. See documentation of Bird Watching Thematic Unit.

Portfolio Documentation: Choose an item
*  Written Worksheet from Science B- Anatomy
* Mystery Science Activity: Draw and label homes for your wildlife animals and show their paths of entry
* Picture of Bird Watching Thematic Materials
*  Print-Out of Mystery Science Episodes Watched




Social Studies Curriculum/Resources: Sonlight C adapted: Exploring People & Nations, Practice and Learn Ages 5-7

Course/Curriculum/Resources Notes: Ancient History: Reading 1 chapter/wk from Usborne Time Traveler, Social
Studies: reading 2-3 articles/wk about a people group and geographic region from Window on the World, an activity
page (done 1x/month) documents the main idea in social studies. Geography Knowledge: Memorizing and performing
1 song/ unit to help remember names of oceans, continents, and countries included in certain regions of the world
studied in Social Studies. Bible Readings occur daily (5x/wk), Sunday School attendance (2x/wk),

Portfolio Documentation: Choose an item
* Social Studies Activity Coloring Page
* Geography Songs

Health Yes No N/A or Previously Completed
Art Yes No N/A or Previously Completed
Music Yes No N/A or Previously Completed
Physical Education Yes No N/A or Previously Completed

Portfolio Review Status: Choose an item

Additional Notes:

P.E. Class fulfilled by Harford Gymnastics “Homeschool Gym Class,” Mondays 2:15-3:00, repeats weekly.

Art Class fulfilled by Patricia Watson and Lisa Watson Sliva during month of December. Art skills include: sewing,
embroidery, assembling felt creatures, blankets fleece created by tying knots, assembling 500-1,000 piece puzzles,
painting, mixed medium snowflake ornaments.

Additional drawing lessons by Art for Kids’ Hub.

Music: Daily listening, dancing, singing, student-led choreography of songs: “Warrior,” “Gather in His Name,” Sunday
School Choir.

The purpose of a portfolio review is to ensure that the student is receiving regular, thorough instruction in all required subjects. The status of
this portfolio review is not an evaluation of the student’s content mastery or academic proficiency. BCPS does not issue grades, high school
credits, or high school diplomas to homeschooled students. Homeschooled students are eligible to take the GED at the age of 16 in order to
earn a Maryland High School Diploma. If a homeschooled student enrolls in BCPS, the school will assess the student in accordance with COMAR
13A.10.01.04 (Placement in Public School) to determine placement and whether any credits are to be awarded.
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/ \, Baltimore County Public Schools
ECPS Office of Educational Opportunities — Home Schooling Program

\ / Portfolio Review 2021-2022

Student: Eden Sophia Palmieri Review Date: 1/14/2022
Grade Level (as reported by parent): 4th Grade Student Present (OYes [JONo
Parent/Guardian: Rachael L. Palmieri Reviewer: Mrs. Erika Hamlet
English/Language Arts Curriculum/Resources: Sonlight Language Arts Grade 4

Course/Curriculum/Resources Notes: Sonlight Language Arts Grade 4 Curriculum covers:

Phonics and Spelling Lessons (4pages/wk in MCP Word Study Book), Handwriting Copy Work (1 paragraph/wk),
Written Expression (1 composition/wk), Grammar Writing Mechanics (1 lesson and 1 application/wk), Vocabulary (2
exercises in Wordly Wise workbook/wk), Reading for Fluency (20mins/day or 100mins/wk), and Reading for Literary
enrichment, comprehension and instruction (5-10 chapters/wk).

Portfolio Documentation: Choose an item
* Language Arts Sonlight 4 Sample:
o Handwriting Copy Work
o Grammar Application
o Writing Sample
* (Phonics/Spelling) Exercise from MCP Word Study Book
* (Vocabulary) Wordly Wise Exercise
* (Reading) Weekly ReadingsSample Page of History, Bible and Literature Curriculum Guide- Completed
* (Reading) List of Chapter Books read-to-date (highlighted)

Mathematics Curriculum/Resources: Saxon Math Grade 3/4 Textbook & Workbook, Dreambox Learning Software, Marilyn Burns DO THE
MATH, Division Concepts Module A

Course/Curriculum/Resources Notes: Saxon Math 3/4 includes four lessons per week with an assessment every 5
day. Each lesson includes a classwork set of cumulative questions, a subtraction fact drill sheet, and a division fact drill
sheet. Classwork exercises cover concepts in: place value, measuring length, perimeter, area, acting out division stories
involving equal “packing” and equal “sharing”, division facts tables 0-10, geometry (types of lines, and types of angles)
the standard algortithm for multiplication of multi-digit numbers by a single digit number, and continually Review:
graphs, sequences, adding and subtracting money, addition and subtraction word problems, reading time from clock,
and determining appropriate units of measure for weight and length. Eden works to complete interactive math lessons
on Dreambox Learning for a minimum of 30 minutes per week to understand models, strengthen number sense, and
apply effective strategies to solve problems. Selected lessons, games, and activities from the Marilyn Burns: Do The
Math Division Book A. are used as needed.

Portfolio Documentation: Choose an item
* Saxon Classwork
* Saxon Subtraction Fact Drill Sheet
* Saxon Division Drill Sheet
* Saxon Assessment
*  Marilyn Burns: Do The Math Division A. Activity

Science Curriculum/Resources: Sonlight Science B, Mystery Science, Animal Life “Discover and Do” Investigations

Course/Curriculum/Resources Notes: Sonlight Science B (sections “Human Anatomy” and “Physics”) includes daily
readings and a few exercises on paper to check her comprehension 4x/wk, 1 investigation to observe on DVD/wk about
magnets and simple machines. Eden and | select coloring pages from Dover’s My First Human Body Book. Eden watches
Mr. Doug’s Mystery Science episode and follows along with the discussion and activity 1x/wk. In addition, we allow our
daughters to engage in exploration and journaling of wildlife around them, such as bird-watching, and provide time for
them to conduct research with library books. Cross-curricular thematic units of animal study happen as interest arises
and free time allows, such as over Christmas and New Year’s break. See documentation of Bird Watching Thematic Unit.

Portfolio Documentation: Choose an item




*  Written Worksheet from Science B- Anatomy

* Coloring Page- Human Body Book- “Breathe In, Breath Out”

* Mystery Science Activity: Create a Care Schedule for your Pet
* Notes from Bird-Watching Journal

* Picture of Bird Watching Thematic Materials

* Print-out of Mystery Science Episodes watched

Social Studies Curriculum/Resources: Sonlight History C: Intro to World History Year 2 of 2

Course/Curriculum/Resources Notes: Sonlight History C: Intro to World History Year 2 of 2 includes: Ancient History:
Reading 1 chapter/wk from Usborne Time Traveler, 1-2 chapters/wk of Hillyer’s A Child’s History of the World, and oral
comprehension/discussion questions. Social Studies: reading 2-3 articles/wk about a people group and geographic
region from Window on the World. Geography Application (locating places on maps): is integrated into readings from
history, Bible, and literature texts. Geography Knowledge: Memorizing and performing 1 song/ unit to help remember
names of oceans, continents, and countries included in certain regions of the world studied in Social Studies.

Portfolio Documentation: Choose an item
* Social Studies Activity: Visual Organizer and Concept Map
* Geography Song Lyrics
* Sample Reading from Window on the World

Health Yes No N/A or Previously Completed
Art Yes No N/A or Previously Completed
Music Yes No N/A or Previously Completed
Physical Education Yes No N/A or Previously Completed

Portfolio Review Status: Choose an item

Additional Notes:

P.E. Class fulfilled by Harford Gymnastics Homeschool Gym Class, Mondays 2:15-3:00, repeats weekly.

Art Class fulfilled by Patricia Watson and Lisa Watson Sliva during month of December. Art skills include: sewing,
embroidery, assembling felt creatures, blankets fleece created by tying knots, assembling 500-1,000 piece puzzles,
painting, mixed medium snowflake ornaments.

Additional drawing lessons by Art for Kids’ Hub.

Music: Daily listening, dancing, singing, student-led choreography of songs: “Warrior,” “Gather in His Name,” Sunday
School Choir.

The purpose of a portfolio review is to ensure that the student is receiving regular, thorough instruction in all required subjects. The status of
this portfolio review is not an evaluation of the student’s content mastery or academic proficiency. BCPS does not issue grades, high school
credits, or high school diplomas to homeschooled students. Homeschooled students are eligible to take the GED at the age of 16 in order to
earn a Maryland High School Diploma. If a homeschooled student enrolls in BCPS, the school will assess the student in accordance with COMAR
13A.10.01.04 (Placement in Public School) to determine placement and whether any credits are to be awarded.
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Roseanne Tvedt, PhD
416 Web Foot Lane
Stevensville, MD 21666
410.643.8678

March 1, 2022

Via Witness Signup: https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/MyMGATracking/WitnessSignup
Maryland General Assembly

House Ways and Means Committee
131 Taylor House Office Building

6 Bladen Street

Annapolis, MD 21401

Re: Please OPPOSE House Bill 832 — State Homeschool Advisory Council

Dear Members of the House Ways and Means Committee:
This bill to establish a State Homeschool Advisory Council is not necessary and is requested to be voted
UNFAVORABLE.

My family is a member of the homeschooling community in Maryland. We have been instructing successfully in
Maryland for over twelve years. During that time period, whenever we have had any issues or concerns
regarding the state or county, we have addressed them directly to our local Board of Education and/or our county
and state representatives. | believe that the establishment of an Advisory Council will dilute our voice and will
become an obstacle. | do not believe that it is necessary. Therefore, | ask that you oppose HB832 and vote
UNFAVORABLE.

Respectfully,

Roseanne Tvedt, PhD


https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/MyMGATracking/WitnessSignup

