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Mr. Chairman,

I am writing in favor of HB 312 — the Vehicle Emissions Inspection Program — Not Subject to
Inspection - Fee.

HB 312 establishes a fee of fourteen dollars to be collected once every two years on each motor
vehicle registered in the state that is granted an exemption from the Vehicle Emissions Inspection
Program (VEIP). The fee is required to be deposited in the Maryland Strategic Energy Investment
Fund (SEIF) where it will be used to provide rebates on the expansion of electric vehicle
infrastructure, and the sale and purchase of electric vehicles.

Maryland drivers are required to have their vehicles inspected every two years at a VEIP station
to comply with emissions standards. The VEIP testing was originally adopted in Maryland to
reduce vehicle emissions that negatively impact our state’s air quality.® Some vehicles are
permanently exempted from emissions testing, such as vehicles from 1995 or older and historic or
antique vehicles.?

Greenhouse gas emissions and related air pollutants have lasting and harmful consequences on our
community’s health. A 2019 study found a strong correlation between ozone and fine particulate
pollution and emergency room visits among all age groups.® In 2018 according to the Maryland
Department of Health there were 29,534 asthma-related emergency department visits in Maryland,;
and among children under five the emergency room visit rate was 119.4 per 10,000 residents.*
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This cost Maryland $27.7 billion in healthcare costs.® The Department of Health reported in 2019
that chronic lower respiratory illnesses, including asthma, were the fifth leading cause of death in
Maryland.®

An estimated 570,000 vehicles registered in Maryland are exempt from VEIP testing.” These
vehicles are contributing to greater greenhouse gas emissions without having to undergo testing at
all.® HB 312 addresses this issue by charging certain exempt vehicles the same fee that it would
cost at a VEIP station, fourteen dollars, every two years to be deposited into SEIF. The fees will
help Maryland achieve its carbon emissions goals by incentivizing the transition to electric
vehicles. Everyone should have to pay the same fee for the shared benefit of clean and breathable
air.

Respectfully,
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