
  

Maryland Coalition for Roadway Safety, Inc. PO Box 7, Olney, Maryland 20830 

HB 304 
“Motor Vehicles – Noise Limits and 
Modification of Exhaust Systems 
and Noise Abatement Devices” 

PLEASE SUPPORT 

mailto:JohnJSeng@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/marylandcoalitionhighwaysafety
https://www.cdc.gov/nceh/hearing_loss/what_noises_cause_hearing_loss.html#:~:text=Noise%20above%2070%20dB%20over,immediate%20harm%20to%20your%20ears.
https://www.cdc.gov/nceh/hearing_loss/what_noises_cause_hearing_loss.html#:~:text=Noise%20above%2070%20dB%20over,immediate%20harm%20to%20your%20ears.
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Maryland Coalition For Highway Safety

ZERO DEATHS MARYLAND EA Meeting
November 17, 2020

John J. Seng JohnJSeng@gmail.com
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May 26, 2020





What is Maryland Coalition For Highway Safety?

• Launched June 2020

• Today nearly 100 members
 Mainly in Montgomery County, but branching across the State

• Founding organizations: Greater Olney Civic Association and AAA Mid-
Atlantic

• Tantallon Citizens Association (Indian Head Highway) member

• https://www.facebook.com/groups/marylandcoalitionhighwaysafety

https://www.facebook.com/groups/marylandcoalitionhighwaysafety


Our Take On The Problems

 Reckless driving (2-3x speed limit)

 Riding without ICC transponder

 Riding without license tags 

 Excessive noise due to aftermarket vehicle equipment illegally installed



How We Started



Why We Exist

Goal 
Improve safety and reduce noise on Maryland roads.

Mission
Work collaboratively with one another and with State of Maryland 

and local authorities in advocating enhanced sanctions for 
dangerous vehicle operation, supporting the police who patrol and 
safeguard our roads, encouraging the courts to apply justice fairly 

and effectively and welcoming innovation in illegal behavior 
deterrence via communications and technology. 



Our Take On The Problems Statewide

•Weak sanctions for violations
1. 13-411 c 2: Failure to properly place registration plate to vehicle. ($70.00 fine) 

Recommend legislative change to fine of up to $500.00 for motorcycles.
2. 21-809: Speed Monitoring Systems ($40.00 civil fine) Recommend legislative 

change allowing for utilization statewide on highways for speed monitoring and 
enforcement of motorcycles regardless of school or construction zones. Fines 
would be consistent with current fine under 21-801.1.

3. 21-901.1 a: Reckless driving ($510.00) Recommend legislative change to enhance 
penalty to a must appear (MA) in court in front of judge with a fine $1000.00 and 
12 points for motorcycles

4. 21-1116: Racing or participating in a speed contest ($290.00 and 5 
points) Recommend legislative change to enhance penalties to a must appear 
(MA) in court before a judge with fine of $1000.00 and 12 points for motorcycles.

5. 22-609 a: Modifying exhaust system on motor vehicle causing excessive noise 
emissions ($70.00) Recommend legislative change to enhance penalties to 
$500.00 for motorcycles.



Our Take On The Problems Statewide

• Inadequate enforcement resources
 For example, ICC traffic and revenues exceeding five year 

projections, but “expenses” held effectively static

• Newer and (possibly) current highway design 
and technologies unwittingly encourage 
speed
 Toll booth-free roads remove control

• Lack of effective, outside-the-box blend of 
solutions



Strategies

Stronger 
Deterrence

Enhance 
legislation

Promote 
gov’t 

teamwork

Collaborate 
with MDTA 
and other 

police

New 
warning 

signs

Explore 
innovation

Advocate 
greater 

enforcement



Progress

MEMO OF UNDERSTANDING (MOU)



Progress

Draft legislation in preliminary phase

Sen. Ben Kramer, Del. Vaughn Stewart

District 19



Progress

• Outreach – The Maryland Coalition for Highway Safety is on the map, 
the radar, the scene 



Next Steps – It’s All About Deterrence

• Legislative
 Continue to monitor legislative track of draft bill

 Continue to recruit member organizations and individuals

 Prepare to strongly lobby prior to and during session

• Collect data
 Work with MDTA and other departments

 Gather our own “evidence”

• Push for technology solutions (innovative use of drones)

• Push for effective signage (electronic, stationary)





We Will Work With You to Achieve Our Goal

• Thank you for your time and interest today, and for your continued 
work to improve Maryland roads safety.

John J. Seng JohnJSeng@gmail.com https://www.facebook.com/groups/marylandcoalitionhighwaysafety

mailto:JohnJSeng@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/marylandcoalitionhighwaysafety


ICC NOISE!
IT’S LOUD. VERY LOUD.

Presentation to MDTA
January 24, 2019

Brooke Manor Estates Homeowners Association
Rockville/Olney, MD



To Mitigate Excessive ICC-200 Noise, 
We Propose:
1. MDTA commission and fund an independent sound study conducted in 

the field over an extended time to account for all noise-contributing 
factors.
• MDTA commence design and construction of an adequate sound barrier/wall, based 

on results/outcome of the sound study.
2. MDTA report to Maryland citizens its effectiveness at enforcing 60MPH 

speed limit on the ICC.
3. MDTA report to BME the outcomes of the additional methods and 

technologies that MDTA police widely publicized they would undertake 
to mitigate speeding motorcyclists on the ICC.

4. MDTA report to Maryland citizens the State’s effectiveness in enforcing 
State and Federal laws against unlawful tampering with motorcycle 
exhaust systems, as well as in-state and interstate sales of illegal 
aftermarket systems.



Why Is ICC 200 Highway Noise 
Too Loud Today?
• Greater noise results from two problematic and concurrent issues

1. Ongoing ambient noise is louder, due to increased road traffic volume, 
higher actual speeds, all aggravated by inclement weather

2. Ever-frequent racing motorcycle episodes that increase dramatically on any 
“nice” day – noise is excruciating, disrupts daily living throughout entire 
177-home community

• We are not scientists, but we know louder when we hear it. In every 
respect, the overall noise is worse today than ever.

• The previous noise studies were likely unrealistic and not future-
facing; likely did not factor in greater actual vehicle speeds; and 
certainly not lawless, racing motorcycles.



Brief Background
• BME was told that ICC would run below terrain underneath Emory Lane…but this did not happen. Instead, SHA 

significantly raised Emory Lane via an elevated bridge (Which may now be causing flooding problems west of ICC 
overpass)

• Agreement to erect berms – May 2006…but berms are inadequate
• Screening wall (not sound barrier) agreed to by SHA following BME appeal December 2010
• We have discussed numerous times that the community was analyzed using the standard federal and state policies 

for highway construction and the community did not meet criteria for a sound barrier. While you have driven this 
section of the roadway and noted many locations where sound barriers were constructed, each community was 
analyzed using the same parameters. The policies were specifically created to ensure that each community was 
treated fairly and arbitrary decisions were not made on sound barriers. – Melinda Peters, April 22, 2011

• ICC Speed limit raised 55-60mph, based solely on MDTA speed and safety surveys. We’re not aware that any ICC 
neighboring communities were consulted on sound impact. BME was certainly never consulted.

• Studies by MDTA that we can find only measure driver and potential driver satisfaction and road safety. This is a 
transient audience that pays less to use the ICC than residents pay in State and County taxes to live here full time.

• Trucks create additional noise while gearing up, gaining speed while entering ICC/200 and Georgia Ave; as well as 
when slowing down when exiting ICC/200 

• In all ICC Project community planning meetings attended in past 15 years by BME residents, no one foresaw, 
predicted or accounted for the attraction of racing motorcyclists to the ICC and their impact.







Studies like this one measure 
driver satisfaction, value of 
ICC, commuting time and 
so on…

We can’t find a study that 
attempts to gauge the ICC’s 
impact on neighboring 
homeowners.



Current Issues – What We Know

• BME community of approximately 
600 people is pressuring our HOA 
for relief from ICC noise

• Our real estate values threatened
• Our quality of life at risk
• The 60 mph “limit” is merely a 

reference point. Most people 
average 65-70mph on the ICC. 
70mph is 27% greater speed than 
the original 55mph limit.



MDTA Police Intentions & Response 
Were Good, But…Ineffective



Current Issues – What We Know, cont’d

• MDTA police report they are 
unable to safely address 
motorcycle speeding: 
“Nothing more we can do…”

• We know – and you know –
that higher speeds 
significantly lead to higher dB 
levels



What We’ve Learned

• Cutting speeds is the most immediate, the most 
cost-effective and most equitable way of reducing 
traffic noise. In urban areas with speeds of 
between 30 and 60 kph per hour, reducing speeds 
by 10 kph per hour would cut noise levels by up to 
40%. Reducing 70mph and 60mph speeds on 
urban motorways would cut noise by up to 50%. 

http://www.ukna.org.uk/uploads/4/1/4/5/41458009/speed_an
d_road_traffic_noise.pdf



Average driver 
speeding by 
Brooke Manor at 
65mph spends 
~ 55 seconds 
traveling 0.9 mile



Average through 
driver 65mph 
spends ~ 50 
seconds driving 
by 0.9 mile

24/7/365 days a 
year, we live here. 
Our families, old, 
middle-aged and 
young, need a 
break!



And showing some respect to 
the people who live where 

you’re driving through



Feedback and Discussion

• What will MDTA do to protect our community as ICC use by “all” 
increases?



Thank You!
Brooke Manor Estates Homeowners Association

Rockville/Olney, MD



Addendum
• Related media coverage

• WJLA-TV 7 TV, online (used Brooke Manor Estates-provided footage)
• http://wjla.com/news/local/mdta-crack-down-racing-icc-md

• ...and on YouTube - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hIdV2No5HHs
• WTOP Print, radio, video https://wtop.com/dc-transit/2018/07/its-a-public-threat-police-aim-to-curb-

reckless-motorcycle-riders-on-icc/
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-z2v4b1ANQY

https://www.nbcwashington.com/news/local/Police-to-Crack-Down-on-ICCs-Aggressive-Drivers_Washington-
DC-488335931.html

• Contact: 
Brooke Manor Estates Homeowners Association, Rockville, MD
Chair- Robert Zimmerman, 3837robert@gmail.com 302.604.8849

John Seng, JohnJSeng@gmail.com (202) 468-7682

http://wjla.com/news/local/mdta-crack-down-racing-icc-md
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hIdV2No5HHs
https://wtop.com/dc-transit/2018/07/its-a-public-threat-police-aim-to-curb-reckless-motorcycle-riders-on-icc/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-z2v4b1ANQY
https://www.nbcwashington.com/news/local/Police-to-Crack-Down-on-ICCs-Aggressive-Drivers_Washington-DC-488335931.html
mailto:3837robert@gmail.com
mailto:JohnJSeng@gmail.com
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