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   Who I Am Today Project
Sharing the Words and Faces of Those Whose Only Hope is the

Maryland Second Look Act

There are many people who have no legal options left at their disposal. In
spite of the lengthy list of possible motions, many of them only apply in
incredibly narrow circumstances. In fact, 97% of charges end in a plea, and
that majority has only two avenues available - a modification, which expires
after 5 years, and a post-conviction, which expires after 10 years. Second Look
legislation contemplates a case review at 20 years or later, at which time
these options are long expired and it is the only chance these people have for
release.

The following are five of the hundreds of submissions received by the Who I
Am Today project, a collection of the stories of people who have served long
sentences in a positive way. The people shown here are all serving Life
Without the Possibility of Parole sentences. Correctional Services Article 7-
301 (d) (3) says “If an inmate has been sentenced to imprisonment for life
without the possibility of parole under § 2-203 or § 2-304 of the Criminal Law
Article, the inmate is not eligible for parole consideration and may not be
granted parole at any time during the inmate's sentence.” This means that
without Second Look legislation they have no path to release. Their stories
of rehabilitation, healing and giving back will speak for themselves through
these submissions.

I’ve received numerous letters from individuals serving Life Without the
Possibility of Parole sentences for felony murder, which means they
participated in the predicate felony, but not the murder itself. I also have seen
several cases with sentences over 100 years - the highest of which is a 300-
year sentence with a current release date of Aug 10, 2243. Without Second
Look legislation, none of these individuals have a chance of release under any
circumstances.
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