
         February 16, 2023 

   

Judicial Proceedings Committee 

2 East 

Miller Senate Office Building 

State Capitol 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee: 

  

My name is Sherry Arya Fernandes, and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.    

I am writing to ask you to support SB 400 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator 

Benjamin Brooks and Senator C. Anthony Muse. This bill will require all motion picture houses 

to offer closed captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion 

picture houses provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.  

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 

(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 

that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video. 

Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for 

children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 

have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to 

the movie. 

I am deaf and married to my deaf husband. My strong languages are ISL (Indian sign language), 

Hindi and ASL (American sign language). English is not my strong language so I am learning 

English in the US which is my permanent home because we live in Maryland permanently. 

Education is very important to me so I need to read captions on any movie to help me understand 

English and improve my English skills. I was not happy with deaf devices such as sony glasses 

since I wear prescribed glasses, captiview (hard to look at the movie at the same time). I prefer 

open-captioning films.  

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 

SB 400. 

 

Sincerely, 
 

Sherry Arya Fernandes 

sherryaryafern@gmail.com 
 



         February 16, 2023 

   

Judicial Proceedings Committee 

2 East 

Miller Senate Office Building 

State Capitol 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee: 

  

My name is Sophia Fernandez, and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.    

I am writing to ask you to support SB 400 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator 
Benjamin Brooks and Senator C. Anthony Muse. This bill will require all motion picture houses 
to offer closed captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion 
picture houses provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.  

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 

(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 

that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video. 

Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for 

children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 

have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to 

the movie. 

This is important to me because people with audio impairments should be able to enjoy theater 

too, and also those who speak a first language other than English (like my husband, whose first 

language is Spanish) would be more able to enjoy movies at theaters. Captions, even for the 

same language spoken in the audio, help ESL folks differentiate the words in settings like a 

movie where there are a lot of different audio things going on that can obscure words for a non 

native speaker. It would be good for business too I'd imagine, as we usually watch movies at 

home so we can use English subtitles and he can enjoy it with me (When movies are in Spanish, 

I opt for Spanish-speaking subtitles for the same reason). I'm sure there are others like us in 

Baltimore. This seems like a win win , and I'm hoping to see it so we can more often support our 

local theaters! 

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 

SB 400. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Sophia Fernandez 

sophie.fernandez2005@gmail.com 

 



February 16, 2023

Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Joshua Finkle, and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 400 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks and Senator C. Anthony Muse. This bill will require all motion picture houses
to offer closed captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion
picture houses provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I want to go to the movie theatre at any time and be able to turn on the captions on the screen like
I do it on my TV. I can’t go with my hearing family or friends at any time.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 400.

Sincerely,
Joshua Finkle
jfinkle33@gmail.com



         February 16, 2023 

   

Judicial Proceedings Committee 

2 East 

Miller Senate Office Building 

State Capitol 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee: 

  

My name is Naja Leitch Frelich, and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Frederick County.    

I am writing to ask you to support SB 400 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator 
Benjamin Brooks and Senator C. Anthony Muse. This bill will require all motion picture houses 
to offer closed captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion 
picture houses provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.  

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 

(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 

that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video. 

Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for 

children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 

have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to 

the movie. 

My family love to go to the movies together but often miss the ones with open captions because 

they are at times that are inconvenient to us. The closed caption devices are faulty. It would be 

best to have all movie theaters provide them at all times. By restricting us to see them at certain 

times and places our access is being restricted. We have a right to full access. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 

SB 400. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Naja Leitch Frelich 

naja@frelich.us 



         February 16, 2023 

   

Judicial Proceedings Committee 

2 East 

Miller Senate Office Building 

State Capitol 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee: 

  

My name is Sharon Gallaher, and I am Hearing. I live in Baltimore City.    

I am writing to ask you to support SB 400 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator 

Benjamin Brooks and Senator C. Anthony Muse. This bill will require all motion picture houses 

to offer closed captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion 

picture houses provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.  

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 

(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 

that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video. 

Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for 

children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 

have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to 

the movie. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 

SB 400. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Sharon Gallaher 

sgallaher@gmail.com 



February 16, 2023

Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Donald Galloway and I am Deaf. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 400 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks and Senator C. Anthony Muse. This bill will require all motion picture houses
to offer closed captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion
picture houses provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 400.

Sincerely,

Donald Galloway
Dgalloway14@yahoo.com



         February 16, 2023 

   

Judicial Proceedings Committee 

2 East 

Miller Senate Office Building 

State Capitol 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee: 

  

My name is Susan Gantz, and I am Deaf. I live in Howard County.    

I am writing to ask you to support SB 400 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator 

Benjamin Brooks and Senator C. Anthony Muse. This bill will require all motion picture houses 

to offer closed captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion 

picture houses provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.  

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 

(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 

that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video. 

Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for 

children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 

have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to 

the movie. 

I don’t understand the movie without open captions. We used to use other devices to read 

captions, but it wasn't reliable. Sometimes it was broken or not working properly. It was very 

frustrating for the deaf community and me. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 

SB 400. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Susan Gantz 

sue_gantz@yahoo.com 



February 16, 2023

Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Joanna Gerhardt and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 400 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks and Senator C. Anthony Muse. This bill will require all motion picture houses
to offer closed captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion
picture houses provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I am continuously being deprived from the luxury of going to movies with my family because of
no open captions.   I don't normally attend movie theaters because of the lack of equal access.
While caption view is available but not always in working order. The caption view device is
small, sometimes the battery dies, not available because of other Deaf patrons using for the
movie or does not work at all.  Just makes the movie experience unpleasant for me.  If open
captions were readily available at any time of my choosing, that will be equal access.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 400.

Sincerely,

Joanna Gerhardt
Joanna.gerhardt77@gmail.com



        February 16, 2023 

   

Judicial Proceedings Committee 

2 East 

Miller Senate Office Building 

State Capitol 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

 

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee: 

  

My name is Susan Gill-Doleac, and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Anne Arundel County.    

I am writing to ask you to support SB 400 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator 

Benjamin Brooks and Senator C. Anthony Muse. This bill will require all motion picture houses 

to offer closed captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion 

picture houses provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.  

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 

(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 

that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video. 

Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for 

children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 

have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to 

the movie. 

Please support open captioning on the screen which is more accessible to all individuals.  

The closed captioning devices are uncomfortable and sometimes do not work.  

Please pass the open captioning bill so that you can provide equal access to all.  

 

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 

SB 400. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Susan Gill-Doleac  

susan.gill-doleac@gallaudet.edu 

 

 



February 16, 2023

Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Kirstin Gill, and I am Deaf. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 400 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks and Senator C. Anthony Muse. This bill will require all motion picture houses
to offer closed captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion
picture houses provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I would love to see this happen and be a requirement in all movie theaters! My husband, and I
are both deaf and we can not simply enjoy watching a movie without closed captions. All of the
movie theaters' devices are pretty much outdated, a nuisance and have had issues every time we
went to see a movie. Our son has a unilateral hearing loss and misses a lot of the dialogues
spoken. This should be mandated in the state of Maryland. Please make this a dream come true
for all of us movie goers who are deaf and hard of hearing! Equal Access-Equal Rights!!!

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 400.

Sincerely,

Kirstin Gill
kirstin.gill@pgcps.org



         February 16, 2023 

   

Judicial Proceedings Committee 

2 East 

Miller Senate Office Building 

State Capitol 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee: 

  

My name is Senoa Goehring, and I am Deaf. I live in Howard County.    

I am writing to ask you to support SB 400 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator 

Benjamin Brooks and Senator C. Anthony Muse. This bill will require all motion picture houses 

to offer closed captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion 

picture houses provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.  

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 

(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 

that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video. 

Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for 

children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 

have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to 

the movie. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 

SB 400. 

 

Sincerely, 
 

Senoa Goehring 

Senoag@gmail.com 

 



        February 16, 2023 

   

Judicial Proceedings Committee 

2 East 

Miller Senate Office Building 

State Capitol 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

 

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee: 

  

My name is Orlando Goncalves, and I am Hearing. I live in Howard County.    

I am writing to ask you to support SB 400 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator 

Benjamin Brooks and Senator C. Anthony Muse. This bill will require all motion picture houses 

to offer closed captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion 

picture houses provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.  

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 

(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 

that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video. 

Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for 

children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 

have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to 

the movie. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 

SB 400. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Orlando Goncalves 

ogoncalves1204@gmail.com 

 

 

 



February 16, 2023

Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Mary Frances Gosnell, and I am Deaf. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 400 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks and Senator C. Anthony Muse. This bill will require all motion picture houses
to offer closed captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion
picture houses provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I have problems understanding the spoken word.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 400.

Sincerely,
Mary Frances Gosnell
mgosnelldamascuslions@gmail.com



         February 16, 2023 

   

Judicial Proceedings Committee 

2 East 

Miller Senate Office Building 

State Capitol 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee: 

  

My name is Lonnie R. Graddy, and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.    

I am writing to ask you to support SB 400 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator 

Benjamin Brooks and Senator C. Anthony Muse. This bill will require all motion picture houses 

to offer closed captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion 

picture houses provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.  

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 

(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 

that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video. 

Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for 

children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 

have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to 

the movie. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 

SB 400. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Lonnie R. Graddy 

randy.graddy@yahoo.com 



         February 16, 2023 

   

Judicial Proceedings Committee 

2 East 

Miller Senate Office Building 

State Capitol 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee: 

  

My name is Veronique Graves, and I am Hearing. I live in Prince George’s County.    

I am writing to ask you to support SB 400 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator 
Benjamin Brooks and Senator C. Anthony Muse. This bill will require all motion picture houses 
to offer closed captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion 
picture houses provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.  

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 

(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 

that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video. 

Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for 

children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 

have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to 

the movie. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 

SB 400. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Veronique Graves 

veroniquegraves@gmail.com 

 

 



        February 16, 2023 

   

Judicial Proceedings Committee 

2 East 

Miller Senate Office Building 

State Capitol 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee: 

  

My name is Wade Green, and I am Deaf. I live in Washington County.    

I am writing to ask you to support SB 400 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator 
Benjamin Brooks and Senator C. Anthony Muse. This bill will require all motion picture houses 
to offer closed captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion 
picture houses provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.  

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 

(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 

that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video. 

Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for 

children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 

have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to 

the movie. 

Having the same thrill as everyone else when a desired movie premieres in theaters only to be 

disappointed when open captions aren't available really does affect me in general. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 

SB 400. 

 

Sincerely, 
 

Wade Green 

wade.green@dcabda.org 
 



        February 16, 2023 

   

Judicial Proceedings Committee 

2 East 

Miller Senate Office Building 

State Capitol 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

 

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee: 

  

My name is Rebecca Greenwald, and I am Deaf. I live in Anne Arundel County.    

I am writing to ask you to support SB 400 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator 

Benjamin Brooks and Senator C. Anthony Muse. This bill will require all motion picture houses 

to offer closed captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion 

picture houses provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.  

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 

(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 

that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video. 

Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for 

children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 

have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to 

the movie. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 

SB 400. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Rebecca Greenwald  

rmgreenwald72@gmail.com 



February 16, 2023

Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Brian Greenwald, and I am Deaf. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 400 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks and Senator C. Anthony Muse. This bill will require all motion picture houses
to offer closed captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion
picture houses provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 400.

Sincerely,
Brian Greenwald
bhgreenwald313@gmail.com



February 16, 2023

Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Rajena Guettler, and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 400 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks and Senator C. Anthony Muse. This bill will require all motion picture houses
to offer closed captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion
picture houses provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 400.

Sincerely,
Rajena Guettler
r.guettler3@gmail.com



February 16, 2023

Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Avi Haimowitz and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 400 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks and Senator C. Anthony Muse. This bill will require all motion picture houses
to offer closed captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion
picture houses provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 400.

Sincerely,

Avi Haimowitz
Avi.haimowitz@gmail.com


