
March 6, 2023

Dear Members of the Judicial Proceedings,

This testimony is being submitted by Showing Up for Racial Justice
Baltimore, a group of individuals working to move white folks as part of a multi-racial movement for equity
and racial justice in Baltimore City, Baltimore County, and Howard County. We are also working in
collaboration with CASA de Maryland and Renters United.
I am a resident of District 41. I am testifying in support of SB0504.

Landlords should have a just basis for non-renewing leases or cutting off month-to-month/week-to-week
leases. Tenants who follow the rules should not face lease terminations for “no cause.” This legislation
would enable local legislatures to pass their own laws, if they choose, that limit how and when lease
non-renewals occur, require landlords to have a just cause to non-renew, or require landlords to prove a
just cause in court.

Note, this is an enabling bill, so it just gives local jurisdictions the opportunity to pass these bills if they
want, so you can also come at this from a local rights perspective if you really want to.

We frequently see landlords across the state choosing to evict good tenants just to make a larger profit or
in retaliation for organizing, and this bill would ensure that counties interested in protecting tenants from
unjust non-renewals are able to do so.

I am encouraging you to vote in support of SB0504.

Thank you for your time, service, and consideration.

Sincerely,
Bonnie Weissberg
1704 Mt. Washington Ct., Apt. H
Baltimore, MD  21209
Showing Up for Racial Justice Baltimore

https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/sb0504?ys=2023RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/sb0504?ys=2023RS



