
 Barbara (Barb) Shenton Pivec, Legisla�ve Commi�ee 
 Maryland Federa�on of Republican Women 

 PO Box 6040, Annapolis MD 21401 
 Email:  bpivec@gmail.com 

 January 30, 2023 

 The Honorable Vanessa A�erbeary, Chairman 
 and Members of the Ways & Means Commi�ee 
 Maryland House of Delegates 
 Annapolis, Maryland 

 Dear Chairman A�erbeary and Members, 

 RE:  HB 119  – Primary & Secondary Educa�on – Comprehensive  Health Educa�on Framework – 
 Established –  OPPOSE 

 HB 119 enacts into law the Department of Educa�on’s  Maryland Comprehensive Health Educa�on 
 Framework: Pre-Kindergarten through 12  th  Grade  .  HB  119 goes further by requiring that: “With the 
 assistance of the county health department, each county shall provide (1) adequate school health 
 services; (2) instruc�on in health educa�on…” 

 It is apparent that the intent of this bill, the “Blueprint for the Future”, and other recently proposed 
 legisla�on is to drama�cally expand health services in the school se�ng and to substan�ally reduce or 
 even eliminate parental knowledge and involvement. 

 The  Framework  diminishes or eliminates the importance  of parents and tradi�onal families -- "  family is  a 
 group of people that support each other  .”  That is  an over-simplified and incomplete descrip�on of a 
 family, and flagrantly ignores biological and legal rela�onships. 

 We object to implementa�on of the  Framework  for these  reasons: 

 ●  Standard 1a:  Mental and Emo�onal Health 
 o  There is just one men�on of “parents” for grades Pre-K through Grade 5 but repeated 

 use of “trusted adults” who can help with emo�ons or feelings. Parents must be 
 iden�fied as the most important trusted adults, and family beliefs and values respected. 

 o  Parents must be involved whether they agree with the ac�on or not. School systems that 
 exclude parents on the premise of protec�ng student privacy as it relates to mental or 
 emo�onal health are viola�ng parental rights and legal obliga�ons.  Parents will be le� 
 to deal with the consequences, monetary and emo�onal. 

 o  These elements of the Framework are even more concerning in light of the State’s recent 
 change that allows 12-year-olds to seek mental or emo�onal health counseling and 
 treatment without parental knowledge or consent.  This diminishes parental rights and 
 increases the likelihood that school or health personnel can guide a 12-year-old into 
 counseling or treatment without parents’ knowledge or consent. 
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 ●  Standard 1b:  Substance Abuse Preven�on  waits un�l 4  th  grade to talk about cannabis or illegal 
 drugs, but in Grade 2 introduces the subjects of alcohol, nico�ne, and electronic smoking 
 devices.  Edible cannabis products are likely to become an increasing danger as recrea�onal 
 cannabis is rolled out. 

 ●  Standard 1c: Family Life and Human Sexuality 
 o  Kindergarteners will “  iden�fy different types of  families (e.g., single-parent, same 

 gender, intergenera�onal, cohabita�ng, adop�ve, foster, etc.  )” with no men�on of 
 two-parent, heterosexual, or married families. 

 o  Grade 6 --  iden�fy human reproduc�ve systems, including  medically accurate names for 
 internal and external genitalia and their func�ons,  and  describe concep�on and its 
 rela�onship to the menstrual cycle and vaginal sex  . 

 o  Grade 7 --  iden�fy solo, vaginal, anal, and oral  sex along with possible outcomes for 
 each;  and  iden�fy ways to prevent pregnancy, including  not having sex and effec�ve use 
 of contracep�ves, including condoms  . 

 ●  These are highly sensi�ve subjects. The  Framework  makes no men�on of protec�ng the 
 innocence, modesty, or dignity of children in these discussions.  How will classes be structured? 
 Who will teach the more sensi�ve subjects?  What are their qualifica�ons? 

 We are concerned that this intersec�onality of educa�on and health services could lead to children 
 being prescribed: 

 (1)  Contracep�ves or abor�on pills, or referred for abor�ons. 
 (2)  Puberty blockers, cross-sex hormones or gender-affirming surgery before age 18. 

 It is widely recognized that the human brain is s�ll developing un�l about age 25, which is why 
 juveniles are not held to the same level of responsibility for serious crimes commi�ed under age 
 18.  For these same reasons, a child under age 18 should not be able to submit to ac�ons that 
 permanently remove their ability to reproduce and become a parent themselves. 

 Whether inten�onal or not, provisions of the  Framework  and this bill will have nega�ve implica�ons for 
 the two-parent family as the basic unit of our society. 

 For all of these reasons please give  HB 119  an  UNFAVORABLE  report. 

 Sincerely, 
 Barbara (Barb) Shenton Pivec, Legisla�ve Commi�ee Member 
 Maryland Federa�on of Republican Women 
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