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I oppose HB 119, it seeks to remove control from local school districts and boards of education 

and give away this authority to the state. Local school districts and boards of education are 

comprised of parents and teachers locally who know their children best.  

 

Inclusion of gender ideology in public school curricula is linked to negative mental and 

physiological health outcomes for students. Parents have the fundamental right to insist that 

content of public-school curricula is factually sound and inclusion of new content is based on 

new research and methodology which presents evidence-based facts and demonstrably leads to 

positive outcomes. The curricula can not be the most recent, trendiest, ideology or methodology 

without concrete positive outcomes.  

 

Inclusion of gender ideology into curricula ensures it will be throughout the entire social 

structure of school systems. Believing the choice to opt out will allow parents to choose sexual 

and mental health curriculum is naïve. Students will be exposed to sexual and gender ideology 

and freely share it with their classmates. Many times, the curriculum is woven into many studies 

such as history and writing which requires the students to memorize and write about gender 

ideology.  

 

Curriculum and teaching must focus on basic education to ensure each child is performing at 

grade level in reading and mathematics.  

 

The 2022 NAEP results showed only 31% of Maryland 4th graders scored at or above the 

proficient level in reading and mathematics, and only 25% of 8th graders scored as proficient in 

mathematics and 31% proficient in reading.  

 

“Lowering legal barriers to make it easier for minors to undergo cross-sex medical interventions 

without parental consent does not reduce suicide rates—in fact, it likely leads to higher rates of 

suicide among young people in states that adopt these changes. States should instead adopt 

parental bills of rights that affirm the fact that parents have primary responsibility for their 

children’s education and health, and that require school officials and health professionals to 

receive permission from parents before administering health services, including medication and 

“gender-affirming” counseling, to children under 18. States should also tighten the criteria for 

receiving cross-sex treatments, including raising the minimum eligibility age.” 
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