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Senate Bill 576 - Assessment Appeal Boards and Supervisors - Regional Organization

February 7,2024

Mister Chairman and Members of the Budget and Taxation Committee:

Maryland is one of two states in the country that assesses properties at the state level and the State
Department of Assessment and Taxation (SDAT) is a state agency that is charged with doing county
level work. These efforts bring millions of dollars in revenue that local govemments across the State
:ely on.

SDAT's assessors need institutional knowledge and expertise to do their jobs correctly, and there are
only so many people available with the in-depth knowledge of assessing varied properties such as
Maryland casinos, natural gas companies, etc. With a limited number of experienced assessors, the
ability to shift them to dif[erent entities in the state is critical.

The Department currently pays for 24 county offices, along with necessary staffing and expenses. As
:rew technologies allow assessors to move away from making as many in-person assessments, there is no
longer the need for so many offices.

Senate Bill 576 will consolidate all24 offices and appeals boards into 8 regional offices. This would
give the Department more flexibility to allocate resources as necessary and reduce wasteful spending.

This legislation will lower costs and increase efficiencies in the state, and so I respectfully request a
favorable report on Senate Bill 576.


