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SB0244 (HB0238) 

March 26, 2024 

 

TO:  Members of the House Economic Matters Committee 

 

FROM:  Nina Themelis, Director of Mayor’s Office of Government Relations  

 

RE:  Senate Bill 244 – Public Health - Clean Indoor Air Act - Revisions 

 

POSITION: FAVORABLE 

Chair Wilson, Vice Crosby, and Members of the Committee, please be advised that the Baltimore City Administration 

(BCA) supports Senate Bill (SB) 244.  

 

SB 244 expands the state’s “Clean Indoor Air Act,” which prohibits smoking indoors in most locations, to include the 

smoking of electronic smoking devices (“e-cigarettes” or “vapes”), cannabis, and hemp. Smoking and second-hand vapor 

from electronic smoking devices have significant negative health implications, especially for children and pregnant people. 

Updating the Clean Indoor Air Act to prohibit vaping and smoking cannabis in public indoor spaces will help reduce 

exposure to harmful substances including nicotine, cancer causing chemicals, and ultrafine particles that can cause lung 

irritation and worsen asthma symptoms. 

 

As of 2021 (the most recent year for which data is available), nearly 15% of Maryland high schoolers reported regularly 

using e-cigarettes.i This has concerning implications not only for the young smokers, but also for those around them: like 

tobacco and cannabis smoke, exhaled vapor from e-cigarettes can linger in an enclosed space, thereby exposing others to 

harmful chemicals and particulate matter.ii Research shows that exposure to secondhand cannabis and tobacco smoke, as 

well as aerosols from vapes, plays a critical role in the development and severity of asthma in children.iii Asthma is a 

significant health burden for Maryland residents, with almost a quarter of state high schoolers diagnosed with the condition.iv 

This number is even higher in Baltimore City, where one-third of City high schoolers have asthma.ii Baltimore City residents 

also have an alarming rate of asthma-related emergency department visits, at 173 per 10,000 people, compared to a national 

average of 42 per 10,000 people.v,vi Exacerbated or poorly controlled asthma can greatly hamper children’s lives, causing 

them to miss out on school attendance, sports and physical activity, and more. 

 

Pregnant people and infants are also disproportionately harmed by secondhand cannabis and tobacco smoke and vape 

aerosol exposure. According to the CDC, infants exposed to secondhand tobacco smoke are more likely to die from sudden 

infant death syndrome (SIDS). Exposure to smoke for pregnant people increases the likelihood of giving birth prematurely 

and giving birth to babies with lower birth weights, both of which increases newborns’ risk of additional health 

complications and even death.vii,viii  This is important to note because cannabis smoke contains the many of the toxic 

chemicals found in tobacco smoke.ix Additionally, research shows that THC, the mind-altering component of cannabis, may 

be passed to infants through secondhand smoke.x 

 

Protecting the lives and health of residents is of critical importance to Baltimore City government. By updating the Clean 

Air Act, this bill will help protect public health by reducing Marylanders’ exposure to harmful chemicals and particles that 

can lead to serious health concerns. For these reasons, the BCA respectfully requests a favorable report on SB 244. 
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