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What the Bill Does:

The Reclaim Renewable Energy Act of 2024 (HB 166) will alter the energy sources that Maryland
includes in Tier 1 of the Renewable Energy Portfolio Standard by removing energy derived from waste
and refuse, more commonly known as trash incineration. The focus on incineration considerably
narrows the scope of the bill from previous years.

Why the Bill is Important:

Maryland's Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS) encourages the use of renewable energy by requiring
Maryland energy suppliers to have a certain percentage of their energy be sourced from renewable
sources. These sources are classi�ed as Tier 1 and Tier 2. Trash incineration’s inclusion in Tier 1 is not
appropriate, as a bipartisan group of legislators have long argued.

Incinerators are enormous contributors to air pollution. They have been found to emit more
greenhouse gas emissions per unit of electricity produced than any other power source and emit more
criteria air pollutants than replacement sources of energy, like natural gas.They are major sources of
toxic air emissions, including dioxins as well as heavy metals, like lead and mercury, and other organic
pollutants which pose health risks.1 Dioxins are highly toxic and can cause reproductive and
developmental problems, damage the immune system, interfere with hormones and cause cancer
(WHO).

Signi�cant amounts of state money reserved for renewable energy - through the trading and
purchasing of Renewable Energy Credits (RECs) - has instead been spent on these not-so-renewable
sources. In 2022, for example, Maryland spent $24.7 million on trash incineration. That total appears

1 Waste incinerators undermine clean energy goals, 2023. Tangri, Neil.

https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/dioxins-and-their-effects-on-human-health
https://www.psc.state.md.us/wp-content/uploads/CY22-RPS-Annual-Report_Final-w-Corrected-Appdx-A.pdf
https://journals.plos.org/climate/article?id=10.1371/journal.pclm.0000100


to be increasing, as the price per REC has climbed from $7.99/REC in 2020 to a whopping
$22.96/REC in 2022.

This bill is not aimed at shutting down existing facilities–that decision is rightly in the hands of local
jurisdictions. The current subsidies �ow to three entities: 1) Montgomery County, which owns a
facility in Dickerson, Maryland; 2) Covanta Energy, which owns a facility in Lorton, Virginia; and 3)
WINWaste Innovations, which owns a facility in Baltimore City. These subsidies are a drain on
Maryland ratepayers, but are merely a drop in the bucket for bothMontgomery County’s budget and
two highly pro�table corporations’ bottom lines. None of these entities credibly allege that this bill
would lead to the closure of any facility. They oppose the bill because they have a �duciary duty to
operate in their shareholders’ interests.

Why the Committee Should Vote Favorably:

Subsidizing trash incineration runs counter to Maryland’s climate action plans and goals. Maryland’s
Climate Pollution Reduction Plan and the Maryland Commission on Climate Change Annual
Report, both released in December 2023, call for a modi�cation of the RPS de�nitions to exclude
trash incineration.

And crucially, this program is corporate welfare. It’s an example of the government arbitrarily picking
winners and losers based on inertia, rather than sound public policy. The pro�table companies who
bene�t from these trash incineration subsidies do not need our money. We should spend it elsewhere.

I urge the committee to vote favorably on HB 166.
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