
February 6, 2024
Economic Matters Committee
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Economic Matters Committee:

My name is Peggy Tyler and I am Deaf. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support HB 426 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by
Delegate Harry Bhandari. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed
captioning for each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses
provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I would love to have access to open captions because not only does it ensure that I can enjoy the
movie fully but also it contributes to a more inclusive and social environment for the entire
audience.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
HB 426.

Sincerely,

Peggy Tyler
ptylerasl@gmail.com



 

          February 6, 2024   

Economic Matters Committee 

State Capitol 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

 

Dear Economic Matters Committee: 

 

My name is Stephen Tyler, and I am Deaf. I live in Howard County. 

I am writing to ask you to support HB 426 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by 

Delegate Harry Bhandari. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed 

captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses 

provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.  

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 

(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 

that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video. 

Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for 

children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 

have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to 

the movie. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 

HB 426. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Stephen Tyler 

stevet4@gmail.com 



 

         February 6, 2024   

Economic Matters Committee 

State Capitol 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

 

Dear Economic Matters Committee: 

 

My name is Gospel Udeoha, and I am Deaf. I live in Prince George’s County. 

I am writing to ask you to support HB 426 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by 

Delegate Harry Bhandari. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed 

captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses 

provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.  

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 

(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 

that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video. 

Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for 

children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 

have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to 

the movie. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 

HB 426. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Gospel Udeoha 

Uchechukwudeaf@gmailcom 



 

          



 

         February 6, 2024   

Economic Matters Committee 

State Capitol 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

 

Dear Economic Matters Committee: 

 

My name is Sunit Upadhyaya, and I am Deaf, a person learning English as a second language. I 

live in Anne Arundel County. 

I am writing to ask you to support HB 426 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by 

Delegate Harry Bhandari. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed 

captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses 

provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.  

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 

(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 

that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video. 

Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for 

children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 

have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to 

the movie. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 

HB 426. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Sunit Upadhyaya 

sunitu1988@gmail.com 



 

         February 6, 2024   

Economic Matters Committee 

State Capitol 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

 

Dear Economic Matters Committee: 

 

My name is Lisa Uscanga, and I am Hearing. I live in Montgomery County. 

I am writing to ask you to support HB 426 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by 

Delegate Harry Bhandari.  This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed 

captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses 

provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.  

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 

(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 

that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video. 

Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for 

children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 

have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to 

the movie. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 

HB 426. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Lisa Uscanga 

lisau66@hotmail.coml  



 

         February 6, 2024   

Economic Matters Committee 

State Capitol 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

 

Dear Economic Matters Committee: 

 

My name is Catharine Valcourt-Pearce, and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Montgomery County. 

I am writing to ask you to support HB 426 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by 

Delegate Harry Bhandari. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed 

captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses 

provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.  

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 

(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 

that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video. 

Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for 

children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 

have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to 

the movie. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 

HB 426. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Catharine Valcourt-Pearce 

katya31196@aol.com 



 

          February 6, 2024   

Economic Matters Committee 

State Capitol 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

 

Dear Economic Matters Committee: 

 

My name is Hatim Vali, and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County. 

I am writing to ask you to support HB 426 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by 

Delegate Harry Bhandari. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed 

captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses 

provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.  

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 

(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 

that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video. 

Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for 

children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 

have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to 

the movie. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 

HB 426. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Hatim Vali 

deflgm@gmail.com 



 

         February 6, 2024   

Economic Matters Committee 

State Capitol 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

 

Dear Economic Matters Committee: 

 

My name is Kim Vallejo and I am Hearing. I live in Somerset County.  

I am writing to ask you to support HB 426 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by 

Delegate Harry Bhandari. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed 

captioning for each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses 

provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.  

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 

(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 

that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video. 

Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, 

children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 

have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to 

the movie. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 

HB 426. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Kim Vallejo 

kimvallejo@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

         February 6, 2024   

Economic Matters Committee 

State Capitol 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

 

Dear Economic Matters Committee: 

 

My name is Jessica Vanderbeck and I am Hard of Hearing with a neurodivergent, auditory 

processing disorder, or similar medical condition. I live in Montgomery County. 

I am writing to ask you to support HB 426 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by 

Delegate Harry Bhandari. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed 

captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses 

provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.  

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 

(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 

that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video. 

Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for 

children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 

have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to 

the movie. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 

HB 426. 

Sincerely, 

 

Jessica Vanderbeck 

jecca.vanderbeck@gmail.com 



 

          February 6, 2024   

Economic Matters Committee 

State Capitol 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

 

Dear Economic Matters Committee: 

 

My name is Jordan VanDyke and I am a person with a neurodivergent, auditory processing 

disorder. I live in Queen Anne’s County. 

I am writing to ask you to support HB 426 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by 

Delegate Harry Bhandari. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed 

captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses 

provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.  

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 

(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 

that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video. 

Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for 

children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 

have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to 

the movie.  

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 

HB 426. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Jordan VanDyke 

jhvandyke@gmail.com 



 

         February 6, 2024   

Economic Matters Committee 

State Capitol 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

 

Dear Economic Matters Committee: 

 

My name is Katy VanDyke and I am a person with a neurodivergent, auditory processing 

disorder. I live in Queen Anne’s County. 

I am writing to ask you to support HB 426 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by 

Delegate Harry Bhandari. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed 

captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses 

provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.  

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 

(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 

that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video. 

Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for 

children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 

have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to 

the movie.  

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 

HB 426. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Katy VanDyke 

mklinsao@gmail.com 



 

         February 6, 2024   

Economic Matters Committee 

State Capitol 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

 

Dear Economic Matters Committee: 

 

My name is Apurva Varia, and I am Deaf. I live in Howard County. 

I am writing to ask you to support HB 426 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by 

Delegate Harry Bhandari. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed 

captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses 

provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.  

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 

(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 

that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video. 

Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for 

children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 

have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to 

the movie. 

I don’t like to use assistive technologies such as rear mirrors with captions or goggles because I 

have to watch back and forth. Also, it doesn’t give me a full experience as compared to hearing 

people. Having captions on the movies would greatly help to see the whole movie.  

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 

HB 426. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Apurva Varia 

apuvaria@gmail.com 



 

          February 6, 2024   

Economic Matters Committee 

State Capitol 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

 

Dear Economic Matters Committee: 

 

My name is Kal Varia, and I am Deaf. I live in Howard County. 

I am writing to ask you to support HB 426 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by 

Delegate Harry Bhandari. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed 

captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses 

provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.  

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 

(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 

that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video. 

Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for 

children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 

have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to 

the movie. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 

HB 426. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Kal Varia 

dharshiv15@gmail.com 



 

         February 6, 2024   

Economic Matters Committee 

State Capitol 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

 

Dear Economic Matters Committee: 

 

My name is Madan Vasishta, and I am Deaf. I live in Howard County. 

I am writing to ask you to support HB 426 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by 

Delegate Harry Bhandari.  This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed 

captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses 

provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.  

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 

(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 

that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video. 

Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for 

children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 

have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to 

the movie. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 

HB 426. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Madan Vasishta 

madan.vasishta@gallaudet.edu 



 

         February 6, 2024   

Economic Matters Committee 

State Capitol 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

 

Dear Economic Matters Committee: 

 

My name is Angela Vasquez, and I am Deaf. I live in Prince George’s County. 

I am writing to ask you to support HB 426 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by 

Delegate Harry Bhandari. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed 

captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses 

provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.  

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 

(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 

that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video. 

Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for 

children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 

have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to 

the movie. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 

HB 426. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Angela Vasquez 

amvasquez07@gmail.com 



 

         February 6, 2024   

Economic Matters Committee 

State Capitol 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

 

Dear Economic Matters Committee: 

 

My name is Mirian Vessels, and I am Hearing. I live in Howard County. 

I am writing to ask you to support HB 426 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by 

Delegate Harry Bhandari. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed 

captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses 

provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.  

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 

(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 

that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video. 

Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for 

children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 

have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to 

the movie. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 

HB 426. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mirian Vessels 

marian@vessels.us 



 

         February 6, 2024   

Economic Matters Committee 

State Capitol 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

 

Dear Economic Matters Committee: 

 

My name is Ashley Vickers, and I am Deaf.  

I am writing to ask you to support HB 426 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by 

Delegate Harry Bhandari. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed 

captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses 

provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.  

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 

(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 

that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video. 

Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for 

children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 

have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to 

the movie. 

I often visit my friends in Maryland, and I have noticed limited options for outings, especially 

when watching movies in theaters. It would be great if movie theaters could offer a robust 

selection of open-captioned films throughout the day and on weekends, too. This would ensure 

that our experiences are equally enjoyable as those of our hearing peers. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 

HB 426. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Ashley Vickers 

amirandas23@gmail.com 



 

         February 6, 2024   

Economic Matters Committee 

State Capitol 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

 

Dear Economic Matters Committee: 

 

My name is Carol Viereckl and I am Hearing.  

I am writing to ask you to support HB 426 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by 

Delegate Harry Bhandari. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed 

captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses 

provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.  

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 

(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 

that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video. 

Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for 

children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 

have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to 

the movie. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 

HB 426. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Carol Viereckl 

cviereckl@sbcglobal.net 



 

          February 6, 2024   

Economic Matters Committee 

State Capitol 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

 

Dear Economic Matters Committee: 

 

My name is Chalrs Villafana and I am Hearing. I live in Calvert County.  

I am writing to ask you to support HB 426 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by 

Delegate Harry Bhandari. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed 

captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses 

provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.  

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 

(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 

that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video. 

Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for 

children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 

have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to 

the movie.  

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 

HB 426. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Chalrs Villafana 

cvvillafana@gmail.com 



 

          February 6, 2024   

Economic Matters Committee 

State Capitol 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

 

Dear Economic Matters Committee: 

 

My name is Gerald Voltmann, and I am Deaf. I live in Baltimore City. 

I am writing to ask you to support HB 426 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by 

Delegate Harry Bhandari. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed 

captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses 

provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.  

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 

(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 

that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video. 

Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for 

children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 

have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to 

the movie. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 

HB 426. 

Sincerely, 

 

Gerald Voltmann 

gdvoltmann@gmail.com 



 

         February 6, 2024   

Economic Matters Committee 

State Capitol 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

 

Dear Economic Matters Committee: 

 

My name is Sandie von Garrel and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.  

I am writing to ask you to support HB 426 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by 

Delegate Harry Bhandari. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed 

captioning for each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses 

provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.  

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 

(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 

that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video. 

Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, 

children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 

have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to 

the movie. 

It’s been a long time since we have asked for open-captioned movies. The State of Maryland has 

the largest Deaf and Hard of Hearing community and there is no lame excuse for not being 

accessible to the needs of the Deaf as well as for everyone else.   It is time to be more accessible! 

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 

HB 426. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Sandie von Garrel 

sandie2girls@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

         February 6, 2024   

Economic Matters Committee 

State Capitol 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

 

Dear Economic Matters Committee: 

 

My name is Michael Walder and I am Hard of Hearing, a person learning English as a second 

language. I live in Prince George’s County. 

I am writing to ask you to support HB 426 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by 

Delegate Harry Bhandari. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed 

captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses 

provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.  

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 

(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 

that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video. 

Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for 

children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 

have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to 

the movie. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 

HB 426. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Michael Walder 

michael-walder@pgcps.org 



 

         February 6, 2024   

Economic Matters Committee 

State Capitol 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

 

Dear Economic Matters Committee: 

 

My name is Julia Wallace and I am Deaf.  I live in Prince George’s County. 

I am writing to ask you to support HB 426 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by 

Delegate Harry Bhandari. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed 

captioning for each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses 

provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.  

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 

(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 

that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video. 

Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, 

children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 

have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who 

go to the movie. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 

HB 426. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Julia Wallace 

Julia.Wallace1970@gmail.com 

 



 

         February 6, 2024   

Economic Matters Committee 

State Capitol 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

 

Dear Economic Matters Committee: 

 

My name is Melissa Wallace and I am Deaf. I live in St. Mary's County. 

I am writing to ask you to support HB 426 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by 

Delegate Harry Bhandari. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed 

captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses 

provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.  

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 

(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 

that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video. 

Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for 

children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 

have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to 

the movie.  

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 

HB 426. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Melissa Wallace 

melissawallace87 @gmail.com  



 

         February 6, 2024   

Economic Matters Committee 

State Capitol 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

 

Dear Economic Matters Committee: 

 

My name is Nancy Walsh and I am Deaf.  

I am writing to ask you to support HB 426 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by 

Delegate Harry Bhandari. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed 

captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses 

provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.  

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 

(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 

that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video. 

Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for 

children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 

have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to 

the movie. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 

HB 426. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Nancy Walsh 

fieryirishsparkle@gmail.com 



 

         February 6, 2024   

Economic Matters Committee 

State Capitol 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

 

Dear Economic Matters Committee: 

 

My name is Claudine Wanzer-Fehr and I am Deaf. I live in Washington County. 

I am writing to ask you to support HB 426 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by 

Delegate Harry Bhandari. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed 

captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses 

provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.  

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 

(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 

that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video. 

Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for 

children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 

have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to 

the movie. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 

HB 426. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Claudine Wanzer-Fehr 

hiclaudine2@gmail.com 



 

         February 6, 2024   

Economic Matters Committee 

State Capitol 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

 

Dear Economic Matters Committee: 

 

My name is Nancylynn Ward and I am Deaf.  I live in Baltimore County. 

I am writing to ask you to support HB 426 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by 

Delegate Harry Bhandari. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed 

captioning for each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses 

provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.  

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 

(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 

that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video. 

Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, 

children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 

can access the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who go to 

the movie. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 

HB 426. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Nancylynn Ward 

NancylynnWard@gmail.com 

 



 

          February 6, 2024   

Economic Matters Committee 

State Capitol 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

 

Dear Economic Matters Committee: 

 

My name is Tiana Wardell and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Montgomery County. 

I am writing to ask you to support HB 426 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by 

Delegate Harry Bhandari. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed 

captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses 

provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.  

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 

(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 

that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video. 

Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for 

children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 

have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to 

the movie. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 

HB 426. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Tiana Wardell 

tianaw904@gmail.com 



 

         February 6, 2024   

Economic Matters Committee 

State Capitol 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

 

Dear Economic Matters Committee: 

 

My name is Niki Warman, and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.  

I am writing to ask you to support HB 426 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by 

Delegate Harry Bhandari. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed 

captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses 

provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.  

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 

(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 

that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video. 

Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for 

children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 

have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to 

the movie. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 

HB 426. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Niki Warman 

niki.warman@gmail.com 



 

         February 6, 2024   

Economic Matters Committee 

State Capitol 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

 

Dear Economic Matters Committee: 

 

My name is Mary Washington and I am Hearing. I live in Montgomery County. 

I am writing to ask you to support HB 426 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by 

Delegate Harry Bhandari. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed 

captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses 

provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.  

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 

(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 

that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video. 

Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for 

children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 

have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to 

the movie. 

I recently saw the movie "The Color Purple" with my daughter who is Deaf. It was open 

captioned, and it was nice to see her enjoy it fully without dealing with external devices. It was a 

very inclusive experience and that experience should be afforded to everyone. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 

HB 426. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mary Washington 

mary.o.wash@gmail.com 



 

         February 6, 2024   

Economic Matters Committee 

State Capitol 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

 

Dear Economic Matters Committee: 

 

My name is Mary Weiner, and I am Deaf. I live in Anne Arundel County. 

 

I am writing to ask you to support HB 426 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by 

Delegate Harry Bhandari. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed 

captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses 

provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.  

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 

(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 

that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video. 

Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for 

children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 

have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to 

the movie. 

I am tired of those uncomfortable closed captioned devices. Often times, they don't even work. It 

would be nice to have equal access to all movies with open captions. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 

HB 426. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mary Weiner 

lanierweiner@gmail.com 

 

 



 

         February 6, 2024   

Economic Matters Committee 

State Capitol 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

 

Dear Economic Matters Committee: 

 

My name is Stephen Weiner and I am Deaf. I live in Anne Arundel County. 

I am writing to ask you to support HB 426 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by 

Delegate Harry Bhandari. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed 

captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses 

provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.  

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 

(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 

that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video. 

Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for 

children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 

have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to 

the movie. 

I am tired of awkward devices which impair my line of sight as I wear strong corrective lenses  

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 

HB 426. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Stephen Weiner 

sfweiner@gmail.com 



 

          February 6, 2024   

Economic Matters Committee 

State Capitol 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

 

Dear Economic Matters Committee: 

 

My name is Janet Weinstock and I am Deaf. I live in Prince George’s County. 

I am writing to ask you to support HB 426 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by 

Delegate Harry Bhandari. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed 

captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses 

provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.  

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 

(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 

that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video. 

Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for 

children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 

have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to 

the movie. 

As a Deaf person who enjoys reading books and watching movies, I would love to see this bill 

get passed so that I could have the same access to information as individuals who are non-Deaf. 

With Open Captioning movies accessible to people like me, we'd have more choices to choose 

from. That's called 100% accessibility.  

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 

HB 426. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Janet Weinstock 

janetweinstock13@gmail.com 



 

         February 6, 2024   

Economic Matters Committee 

State Capitol 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

 

Dear Economic Matters Committee: 

 

My name is Colin Welch and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County. 

I am writing to ask you to support HB 426 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by 

Delegate Harry Bhandari. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed 

captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses 

provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.  

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 

(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 

that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video. 

Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for 

children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 

have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to 

the movie. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 

HB 426. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Colin Welch 

crwelch26@gmail.com 



 

         February 6, 2024   

Economic Matters Committee 

State Capitol 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

 

Dear Economic Matters Committee: 

 

My name is Lori Welch and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County. 

I am writing to ask you to support HB 426 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by 

Delegate Harry Bhandari. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed 

captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses 

provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.  

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 

(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 

that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video. 

Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for 

children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 

have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to 

the movie. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 

HB 426. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Lori Welch 

italylorilynn@gmail.com 



 

         February 6, 2024   

Economic Matters Committee 

State Capitol 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

 

Dear Economic Matters Committee: 

 

My name is Kathy Wesloh and I am Deaf. I live in Howard County. 

I am writing to ask you to support HB 426 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by 

Delegate Harry Bhandari. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed 

captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses 

provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.  

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 

(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 

that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video. 

Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for 

children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 

have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to 

the movie. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 

HB 426. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Kathy Wesloh 

kathykwesloh@aol.com 



 

         February 6, 2024   

Economic Matters Committee 

State Capitol 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

 

Dear Economic Matters Committee: 

 

My name is Michele Westfall, and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County. 

I am writing to ask you to support HB 426 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by 

Delegate Harry Bhandari. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed 

captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses 

provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.  

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 

(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 

that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video. 

Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for 

children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 

have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to 

the movie. 

I’m the former chair of the Maryland Advisory Council on Deaf and Hard of Hearing, and I’m 

also a parent of two Deaf children. We all prefer open captions because the captioning glasses 

are too heavy on their little noses, and it’s a pain in the end to constantly fiddle with the 

captioning window. I also don’t appreciate having to hand over my drivers license to get the 

captioning equipment, as it makes me vulnerable to identity theft. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 

HB 426. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Michele Westfall 

fuzzyw5@yahoo.com 

 



 

          February 6, 2024   

Economic Matters Committee 

State Capitol 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

 

Dear Economic Matters Committee: 

 

My name is Brenda Wharton, and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Baltimore County. 

I am writing to ask you to support HB 426 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by 

Delegate Harry Bhandari. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed 

captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses 

provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.  

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 

(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 

that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video. 

Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for 

children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 

have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to 

the movie. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 

HB 426. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Brenda Wharton 

bbwharton1052@gmail.com 



 

         February 6, 2024   

Economic Matters Committee 

State Capitol 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

 

Dear Economic Matters Committee: 

 

My name is Carol Wheatley and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Carroll County. 

I am writing to ask you to support HB 426 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by 

Delegate Harry Bhandari. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed 

captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses 

provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.  

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 

(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 

that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video. 

Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for 

children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 

have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to 

the movie. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 

HB 426. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Carol Wheatley 

goplum72@gmail.com 



 

          February 6, 2024   

Economic Matters Committee 

State Capitol 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

 

Dear Economic Matters Committee: 

 

My name is Barry White, and I am Deaf. I live in Anne Arundel County. 

I am writing to ask you to support HB 426 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by 

Delegate Harry Bhandari. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed 

captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses 

provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.  

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 

(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 

that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video. 

Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for 

children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 

have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to 

the movie. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 

HB 426. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Barry White 

lonecrab@gmail.com 

 

 

 



 

         February 6, 2024   

Economic Matters Committee 

State Capitol 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

 

Dear Economic Matters Committee: 

 

My name is Madeline White, and I am Hearing. I live in Anne Arundel County. 

I am writing to ask you to support HB 426 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by 

Delegate Harry Bhandari. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed 

captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses 

provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.  

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 

(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 

that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video. 

Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for 

children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 

have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to 

the movie. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 

HB 426. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Madeline White  

auntmaddy2004@yahoo.com 



 

          February 6, 2024   

Economic Matters Committee 

State Capitol 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

 

Dear Economic Matters Committee: 

 

My name is Mary Anne White and I am Deaf. I live in Prince George’s County. 

I am writing to ask you to support HB 426 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by 

Delegate Harry Bhandari. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed 

captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses 

provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.  

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 

(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 

that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video. 

Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for 

children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 

have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to 

the movie. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 

HB 426. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mary Anne White 

mmaryanneswhite54@gmail.com 



 

         February 6, 2024   

Economic Matters Committee 

State Capitol 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

 

Dear Economic Matters Committee: 

 

My name is Christina Whitehouse Suggs and I am Hearing. I live in Montgomery County. 

I am writing to ask you to support HB 426 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by 

Delegate Harry Bhandari. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed 

captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses 

provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.  

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 

(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 

that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video. 

Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for 

children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 

have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to 

the movie. 

Open captions on movies benefit everyone, not just the Deaf and Hard of Hearing communities. 

Captions help with clarity of dialogue, provide background voice/music information, and 

generally enhance the movie-viewing experience. Rather than the clunky add-on options that are 

currently in use (and rarely work), please consider the universal design of open captions for all.  

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 

HB 426. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Christina Whitehouse Suggs 

cwsuggs@gmail.com 



 

          February 6, 2024   

Economic Matters Committee 

State Capitol 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

 

Dear Economic Matters Committee: 

 

My name is Hailee Whittington and I am Hearing. I live in Allegany County. 

I am writing to ask you to support HB 426 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by 

Delegate Harry Bhandari. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed 

captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses 

provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.  

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 

(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 

that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video. 

Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for 

children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 

have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to 

the movie. 

I am relatively new to the deaf community. When I entered into my current relationship, my 

boyfriend, a CODA, wanted to take his mom to a movie together. Unfortunately, we had to 

coordinate when we were able to drive almost 2 hours to the nearest movie theater with captions. 

I was confused by how the process would work for captions in a movie theater. However, I was 

more than excited to learn. Seeing the excitement on his mom‘s face when we told her we were 

taking her to a movie that she had been dying to see is a memory I will never forget. She was 

able to enjoy the movie with captions and bragged to all of her deaf friends and family about 

going to that theater! 

We also have a nephew who is deaf and on the autism spectrum, therefore, it is hard to take him 

further from home to a theater that is more accessible.  

With your help, we would be able to make many more memories like these in our own 

hometown with the addition of captions to more movie theaters that are local to us.  

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 

HB 426. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Hailee Whittington 

hailee482000@gmail.com 



 

          February 6, 2024   

Economic Matters 

State Capitol 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

 

Dear Economic Matters Committee: 

 

My name is Thushara Wijetilaka  and I am Deaf. I live in Prince George’s County. 

I am writing to ask you to support HB 426 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by 

Delegate Harry Bhandari. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed 

captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses 

provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.  

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 

(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 

that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video. 

Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for 

children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 

have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to 

the movie. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 

HB 426. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Thushara Wijetilaka 

ttwijetilaka@gmail.com 



 

          February 6, 2024   

Economic Matters Committee 

State Capitol 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

 

Dear Economic Matters Committee: 

 

My name is Lacey Wilhelm and I am Deaf. I live in Queen Anne’s County. 

I am writing to ask you to support HB 426 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by 

Delegate Harry Bhandari. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed 

captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses 

provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.  

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 

(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 

that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video. 

Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for 

children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 

have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to 

the movie. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 

HB 426. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Lacey Wilhelm 

lwilhelm12@aol.com 



 

         February 6, 2024  

Economic Matters Committee 

State Capitol 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

 

Dear Economic Matters Committee: 

 

My name is Felicia Williams and I am Deaf.  I live in Montgomery County. 

I am writing to ask you to support HB 426 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by 

Delegate Harry Bhandari. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed 

captioning for each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses 

provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.  

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 

(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 

that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video. 

Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, 

children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 

have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who 

go to the movie. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 

HB 426. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Felicia Williams 

febewilliams@gmail.com 

 



 

         February 6, 2024   

Economic Matters Committee 

State Capitol 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

 

Dear Economic Matters Committee: 

 

My name is Jock Williams and I am Deaf. I live in Baltimore County.   

I am writing to ask you to support hB 426 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by 

Delegate Harry Bhandari. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed 

captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses 

provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.  

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 

(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 

that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video. 

Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for 

children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 

have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to 

the movie. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 

HB 426. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Jock Williams 

bodhisjbw@gmail.com 



 

         February 6, 2024  

Economic Matters Committee 

State Capitol 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

 

Dear Economic Matters Committee: 

 

My name is Jody Williams and I am Deaf.  I live in Prince George’s County. 

I am writing to ask you to support HB 426 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by 

Delegate Harry Bhandari. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed 

captioning for each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses 

provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.  

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 

(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 

that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video. 

Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, 

children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 

have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who 

go to the movie. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 

HB 426. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Jody Williams 

JodyDB@gmail.com 

 


