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To:   Senator Brian J. Feldman, Chair 

   Education, Energy, and the Environment Committee 

From: Amy G. Moredock, Planning Director 

Subject:  OPPOSITION – HB1046/CF SB 1025 

   Consideration of Queen Anne’s County, MD Solar Provisions and Implementation as  

   relates provisions outlined in HB1046/CF SB 1025   

 

Maryland’s Renewable Energy Goal (Renewable Portfolio Standard): 

• By 2030: (mandated by law) 

o 50% of the total energy sold in MD shall come from renewable resources. 

▪ Solar carve-out – out of the above requirement, at least 14.5% of the energy shall come 

from solar facilities. 

• By 2035: (Governor’s goal, but not law yet) 

o 100% of the total energy production in MD shall come from renewable resources. 

• Acreage of land & megawatts required throughout the State to meet the solar goal of 14.5% by 2030. 

o Approximately anywhere from 11,000 acres to 18,000 acres of Utility-Scale Solar needed to meet 

the Maryland 2030 standard* 

o Approximately 2,274 megawatts required from Utility-Scale Solar to meet the Maryland 2030 

standard* 

*Information from the presentation of Bob Sadzinski Director, Power Plant Research Program, at the MDA Solar 

Summit.  See slide at the end of this memo. 

QAC Solar Pilot Program (payment-in-lieu-of-taxes): 

• In QAC, Pilot agreements will be made available for up to 2,000 acres of commercial solar arrays. 

• Currently there are approximately 753.3 acres in the County Pilot Program. 

• After the 2,000 acres have been utilized, the Pilot Program will no longer be available.  Solar may still be 

constructed, but they will not be eligible for the tax relief of the Pilot Program. 

Solar Overlay District: 

• After GIS analysis, there are approximately 30,958 acres of tillable land within the overlay area available 

for solar development. 

Operating Community & Utility Solar Development in QAC: 

• Bluegrass  approx. 80 megawatts (Pilot program – 408.8 acres) 

• Lowin Farms  approx. 10 megawatts 

• Cedar Lane   approx.   6 megawatts 

• Garcia    approx.   2 megawatts (Pilot Program – 18.5 acres) 

TOTAL  approx. 98 megawatts 
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Pending Community & Utility Solar Development in QAC: 

• Jones Farm  approx. 80 megawatts (Pilot Program – 326 acres) 

• Centreville White approx.   4 megawatts 

• Red Lion  approx.   2 megawatts 

• Cedar Lane  approx.   2 megawatts  

TOTAL  approx. 88 megawatts 

QAC Tax Rate (Information from the Finance Dept): 

• Tax rate for AG property. 

o The tax rate for AG is the same rate as all other properties ($0.83/$100).  The lower tax is based on 

the assessment that SDAT applies.  They have a formula that decreases the assessment based on 

acreage and income generated from the farm.  So, it’s difficult to determine exactly what the 

“effective” rate would be. 

• Tax rate for personal property on top of AG (non-pilot program). 

o Formula to determine:  $2.075/$100 of assessed valuation x 50% 

• Tax rate for personal property on top of AG (pilot program). 

o PILOTS are 60% of the above personal property tax, amortized over 35 years. 

• Information regarding the difference between “regular” farmland tax revenue vs. revenue that could be 

generated if they had solar systems on them. 

o See the information below 
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File: USSA_Tillable-062323-PLANNING01

Utility Scale Solar Array Overlay
Tillable Acres

Queen Anne's County
MARYLAND

Tillable acres determined by selecting all parcels that
are either within or touch the USSA overlay.
Then removing:
   - Parcels less than 20 acres
   - Parcels with already developed solar projects
   - Conservation easements
   - Forest, water, and wetlands (2019 Land Use Land Cover data)
   - Land not zoned AG or CS
   - Impervious Surface (2016 Impervious Surface data)
   - Land within town growth areas

Utility Scale Solar Array Overlay
Tillable Acres in USSA - 30,958 ac.

SolarProjects
Operating
Pending


