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Dear Chair and Committee Members:

Thank you for allowing our testimony today in support of SB0969. The Maryland Legislative
Coalition (MLC) Climate Justice Wing, a statewide coalition of nearly 30 grassroots and
professional organizations, urges you to vote favorably on SB0969.

In the 2023 report titled Comprehensive Evaluation of System Response, the Science and
Technical Advisory Committee to the Chesapeake Bay Program recommended restoration
investments in smaller geographies as more likely to be responsive in a shorter amount of time
and provide multiple ecosystem benefits beyond just water quality. The Whole Watershed Act is
an answer to the current “random acts of restoration” approach. It will better focus existing
funding on fewer areas by bringing together relevant stakeholders and permitting entities to
select projects in five watersheds. The projects selected will be coordinated to produce maximum
ecological impact and measurable co-benefits. In addition, the bill will help ensure high
standards of design and construction for restoration projects by creating a new licensing board
for the people and entities providing stream restoration services.

The Whole Watershed Act is an exciting step forward to improving restoration effectiveness in
Maryland and we request a FAVORABLE report on SB09609.
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