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Dear Chairman Feldman, Vice Chair Kagan, and Members of the Committee: 

 

We, the undersigned individuals and organizations, request a FAVORABLE report on SB 969, the Whole 
Watershed Act. This bill will take several important steps to better align public resources with 
environmental outcomes and promote innovative partnerships. 
 
In 2023, the Science and Technical Advisory Committee to the Chesapeake Bay Program released a report 
titled Comprehensive Evaluation of System Response, better known as CESR. CESR recommends a focus of 
investments on smaller geographies more likely to be responsive to restoration efforts in a shorter amount 
of time as well as providing multiple ecosystem benefits beyond water quality that are supported by the 
communities in which projects are located.  Doing so will require a new approach and a focus of existing 
funding sources to bring about this result.  
 
This is exactly what the Whole Watershed Act does. Under the guidance of a State Management Team that 
brings together relevant stakeholders and permitting entities, projects in five selected watersheds will be 
coordinated to produce maximum ecological impact, measurable co-benefits, and demonstrate an 
alternative to Maryland's current approach to "random acts of restoration". The bill also seeks to adapt this 
approach to different types of watersheds in rural, suburban, and urban areas with their own unique 
challenges and opportunities. 
 
Finally, the bill will help ensure quality and high standards of design and construction in restoration 
projects by creating a new licensing board for the people and entities that provide stream restoration 
services. This is a proven model to ensure practitioners have the requisite knowledge to construct projects 
in ways that minimize environmental impacts. 
 
Accelerating the cleanup of the Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries requires innovative ideas and 
coordinated efforts. The Whole Watershed Act takes many of the key recommendations of the CESR report 
and applies them toward a new and exciting model for waterway improvement. 
 
For these reasons, we request a FAVORABLE report on SB 969. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Anna Mudd 

Potomac Conservancy 

 

Jim Brown 

Audubon Mid-Atlantic 

 

Abby Snyder 

Baltimore Jewish Council 

Robin Broder 

Waterkeepers Chesapeake 

 

Dr. Mark Southerland 

Vernal Pool Partners 

 

Annie Richards, Chester Riverkeeper 

ShoreRivers 



Wandra Ashley-Williams 

Rebuild Maryland Coalition 

 

Humna Sharif 

The Nature Conservancy 

 

Antoinette Rucker 

Interfaith Partners for the Chesapeake 

 

Annalisa Dias 

Groundwater Arts 

 

Diana Conway 

Safe Healthy Playing Fields Inc. 

 

Lisa Garrett 

Prince George’s Audubon Society 

 

Julie Dunlap 

Audubon Society of Central Maryland 

 

Jesse Iliff 

Severn River Association 

 

Paulette Hammond 

Maryland Conservation Council 

 

Robert Simon 

Maryland Catholics for Our Common Home 

 

Dave Arndt 

Maryland Legislative Coalition Climate Justice 

Wing 

 

Maggie Ostdahl 

National Aquarium 

Nanci Wilkinson 

Environmental Justice Ministry  

Cedar Lane Unitarian Universalist Church 

 

Greg Smith 

Sustainable Hyattsville 

 

Virginia Smith 

Indivisible HoCoMD 

 

Robert L. Goo 

Friends of Sligo Creek 

 

Deborah A. Cohn 

Climate Coalition Montgomery County 

 

Phillip Mariscal 

Izaak Walton League of America 

Rockville, MD Chapter 

 

Elders Climate Action Maryland 

 

Climate Reality Greater Maryland 

 

Niamh McQuillan 

350.org and Climate Reality Project 

 

Taylor Swanson, Assateague Coastkeeper 

Assateague Coastal Trust 

 

Reba Carruth 

Interfaith Partners of the Chesapeake 

 

Phil Webster 

Unitarian Universalist Legislative Ministry of 

Maryland 

 

Doneby Smith 

Green Sanctuary of Unitarian Universalist Church of 

Silver Spring 

 

Lee McNaif 

Cedar Lane Unitarian Universalist Environmental 

Justice Ministry 

 

Anne Ambler 

Silver Spring, MD 

 

Linda Silversmith 

Rockville, MD 

 

Jerry Kickenson 

Wheaton, MD 

 

Madeleine Beller 

Baltimore, MD 

 



Kimberly Gravatt 

Essex, MD 

 

Karen Metchis 

Bethesda, MD 

 

Dr. Frances Stewart, MD 

Bethesda, MD 

 

Krista Kurth 

Potomac, MD 

 

Thomas Straehle 

Westminster, MD 

 

Craig Carlson 

Silver Spring, MD 

 

Julie Kurland 

Potomac, MD 

 

 

 

G. Rick Wilson 

Laurel, MD 

 

Thomas E. Turner III 

Hollywood, MD 

 

Lani Hummel 

Annapolis, MD 

 

Mary Brenneman 

 

Thomas Vegella 

Germantown, MD 

 

Georgeanne Pinkard 

Queenstown, MD 

 

Dennis Harris 

Pasadena, MD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


