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Senate Bill 0879
Shellfish Aquaculture – Harvest Hours

Date: February 27, 2024 Position: FAVORABLE
To: Education, Energy, and the Environment From: Kathy Brohawn

Committee Chair

Chair Feldman, Vice Chair Kagan, and Members of the Committee, please be advised that the
Maryland Aquaculture Coordinating Council (ACC) SUPPORTS Senate Bill (SB) 0879. SB
0879 would require the Department of Natural Resources, in consultation with the ACC, to
establish harvest hours for areas specifically leased for shellfish aquaculture.

As shellfish aquaculture has grown in Maryland, so has the diversity of operations and practices.
This includes operations that harvest year round, including the warmer summer months. Summer
time harvests are subject to additional harvest control measures established in the National
Shellfish Sanitation Program to decrease the risk of illness. These measures are designed to
promote proper handling of shellfish during warmer months to maintain safe and wholesome
products for consumers.

One consequence of these control measures is that, during certain months, harvesters are
severely limited in the time allowed to work privately cultivated shellfish leases. In some cases
this limit can be as little as four hours allowed for working a shellfish lease making efforts
uneconomical for some.

Allowing the Department of Natural Resources to establish harvest times for shellfish
aquaculture, in consultation with the ACC, would allow for consideration of the safety of
harvesting as a driver of harvest times. The Maryland Departments of Health, Environment, and
Natural Resources administrate the National Shellfish Sanitation Program for the State and all
have representatives appointed to the ACC.

The Maryland Aquaculture Coordinating Council urges the Committee’s FAVORABLE
report on SB 0879.

For more information, please contact Brian Callam, Ph.D., Director of Aquaculture and Industry
Enhancement Division, Department of Natural Resources, at Brian.Callam@maryland.gov.
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Contact:  Dylan Behler, Director, Legislative and Constituent Services  

dylan.behler@maryland.gov ♦ 410-260-8113 (office) ♦ 443-924-0891 (cell) 

 

 
 

 

 

February 27, 2024 

 

BILL NUMBER:  Senate Bill 879  – First Reader 

  

SHORT TITLE:  Shellfish Aquaculture – Harvest Hours 

 
DEPARTMENT’S POSITION:  SUPPORT 

 

 

EXPLANATION OF DEPARTMENT’S POSITION                                                        

 

The agency supports Senate Bill 879.  The agency currently regulates harvest times under existing 

authority through the Oyster Fishery Management Plan and Natural Resources Article, Sec. 4-11A-12, 

to regulate activities on shellfish leases. The agency works closely with the Aquaculture Coordinating 

Council normally for any regulatory changes, so this would follow current protocol for scoping of 

regulatory ideas.  

 

  

BACKGROUND INFORMATION                                                    

 

No similar bills have been proposed previously.  

 

 

BILL EXPLANATION                                                       

 

The bill gives the Department authority to, in consultation with the Aquaculture Coordinating Council, 

establish by regulation hours for harvesting within shellfish leases. 

 

 

  


