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March 4, 2024 

Commi ee: Environment and Transporta on Commi ee 

Tes mony on:  HOUSE BILL 1284 “Wetlands and Waterways Program – Stream Restora on 
Projects” 

Posi on: FAVORABLE 

Hearing Date:  March 6, 2024 

We, the undersigned seven organiza ons and thirty-six individuals, request a FAVORABLE report 
on HB 1284, “Stream Restora on Projects.” 

This bill would advance efforts to restore the health of the Chesapeake Bay, protect 
communi es from the effects of climate change, and advance environmental progress. 

Repealing an exemp on for stream “restora on” projects from applica on fees for projects that 
impact a wetland or waterway is a common-sense ac on given our budget shor alls. 

It makes common sense to require that applica ons for a stream “restora on” permit include 
how the goals of biological upli , ecological upli , Chesapeake Bay water quality, forest 
conserva on, and climate change will be a ained. 

The current Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) community engagement process 
is woefully inadequate. This bill would improve that process. 

We agree with requiring MDE to maintain on its website more informa on for stream 
“restora on” projects. 

Unlike MDE’s current credit award schema, it is essen al that pollu on reduc on credits reflect 
reality. Thus, we agree with requiring MDE to adjust pollu on reduc on credits for stream 
“restora ons.” 

We agree with repealing an exemp on for stream “restora on” projects under the Forest 
Conserva on Act. 

Most importantly, this bill would require applicants to have a plan a for addressing each of the 
poten al unintended impacts associated with stream and floodplain restora on projects in the 
Chesapeake Bay Program’s “Unified Guide for Credi ng Stream Floodplain Restora on Projects.” 

Unlike so-called stream “restora ons,” out-of-stream prac ces address the root cause, not the 
symptom, of stream erosion. Out-of-stream prac ces such as bioreten ons and permeable 
pavement capture stormwater from impervious surfaces such as roads, roofs, and parking lots 
and from farm runoff before it fire-hoses into our streams. 

We can protect our streams and save money by mee ng stormwater control and mi ga on 
regula ons with cheaper and more effec ve out-of-stream prac ces compared to stream 
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“restora ons.” If this bill results in fewer stream “restora ons” in favor of out-of-stream 
stormwater control projects, it would decrease the costs of mee ng pollu on reduc on targets 
and hasten mee ng the deadlines agreed to by Chesapeake Bay states. 

For these reasons, we request FAVORABLE report on HB 1284. 

Sincerely, 

Organiza ons: 

Cedar Lane Unitarian Universalist Congrega on Environmental Jus ce Ministry, Molly Hauck 
Cedar Lane Unitarian Universalist Environmental Jus ce Ministry, Lee McNair 
Coali on to Stop Stream Destruc on, Kenneth Bawer 
Gillis Environmental Educa on Inc., Julie Super 
Howard County Ci zens Associa on,  Brian England 
Patuxent Watershed Protec ve Associa on, Inc., James Putman  
Takoma Stormwater Solu ons, Byrne H. Kelly, ASLA MD QEP/LLA#200019 
 
Individuals: 

Amy Benne , Howard County 
Antoine e Hudson, Gaithersburg, MD 
Chris Walker, Columbia, MD 
D. Travis Gallagher, Potomac, MD 
David Anderson, Maryland Na ve Plant Society, Laurel, MD 
Jane Hill, Bethesda, MD 
Jane e Rosenbaum, Gaithersburg MD 
Jeff Schloss, Rockville, MD 
Joan Maloof, Berlin, Md 
John Parrish, Friends of Ten Mile Creek & Li le Seneca Reservoir, Silver Spring, MD 
K.L. Kyde, Dickerson, MD 
Katherine Benjamin, Garre  Park, MD 
Kira Lueders, Kensington, MD 
Kopal Jha, PhD, Takoma Park, MD 
Laura Welch, Third Act Maryland, Takoma Park, MD 
Linda Davidson, Silver Spring, MD 
Linda Nishioka, Kensington, MD 
Linda Silversmith, Rockville, MD 
Lynn Parsons, Kensington, MD 
Margaret Connor, Howard County, Ellico  City, MD 
Mary Zack, Rockville, MD 
Milan Mehta   
Pamela M Ma es, Poolesville, MD 
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Pa y McGrath, Potomac, MD  
Peter Wood, Green Coali on, Montgomery Village, MD 
Roberta G Steinman, Friends of Ten Mile Creek and Li le Seneca Reservoir, Silver Spring, MD 
Samuel Stavis, Rockville, MD 
Stephen Whitney, Takoma Stormwater Solu ons, Takoma Park, MD 
Susan Dunnell, Kensington, MD 
Susan Pourian   
Susan Vale , Severna Park, MD 
Suzanne Jackson, Silver Spring, MD 
Suzanne Sundburg, Arlington, VA 
Tim Goodfellow, Gaithersburg, Maryland 
William McCrady, Kensington, MD 


