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SALISBURY PFLAG SUPPORT NON-DISCRIMINATION IN MARYLAND SHELTERS

Thistestimonyis being submitted on behalfof behalf of PFLAG Salisbury, the Salisbury, Maryland
Chapter of PFLAG National, the nation’s firstand largest national organization dedicated to supporting,
educating, and advocating for LGBTQIA+ people and theirfamilies.

Over17% of sexual minority adults report that they have experienced homelessnessin their lifetime,
whichis more than twice what has beenfoundina general population study according to the Williams
Institute. When it comes to youth, the Trevor Project found that nearly 30% of LGBTQIA+

youth reported experiencing homelessness or housing instability at some pointin theirlives.

The past several years, there has beenanincrease in data collection fromcitiesin all corners of the
United States and many of these surveys and studies have observed and described the disparities
experienced by LGBTQIA+individualsinshelters and on the streets.

Accordingto a Centerfor American Progress report, homelessnessisthe greatest predictor of
involvement with the juvenile justice system, and 40% of homeless youth identify as LGBTQIA+.
LGBTQIA+ youth usually face homelessness after fleeing abuse and lack of acceptance at home because
of theirsexual orientation or genderidentity. Once homeless and with few resources at hand, LGBTQIA+
youth are pushed towards criminalized behaviors such as drug sales, theft, or survival sex, which
increase theirrisk of arrest and detainment. These alarming statistics remind us that LGBTQIA+ youth
are at a higherrisk of both homelessness and incarceration, and the many harms accompanyingthese
situations.

PFLAG Salisbury serves the largest geographicarea of any PFLAG chapter in Maryland. This area includes
Dorchester, Wicomico, Worcester, and Somerset counties, a rural region significantly distanced from
mainland Maryland, facing ever-growing disparities when it comes to resources forthe LGBTQIA+
community. More specifically, PFLAG Salisbury operatesin a part of the state where thereisa severe
shortage of affirming homeless shelters and no LGBTQIA+ dedicated shelters.



When word of this bill made headlines, two of the largerlocal shelters on Maryland’s Eastern Shore gave
news interviews specifically about protecting theirright to continue their egregious practices of
discrimination and hostility to LGBTQIA+ persons. Concurrently, the rise of unhoused individuals on the
Shore continues asreportedina September 2023 new story aired on WMDT 47- ABC. Accordingly,
making Maryland’s shelters more inclusive is an urgent need and PFLAG Salisbury recommends a
favorable report.
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