
 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
200 Saint Paul Place ♦ Baltimore, Maryland, 21202-2021 

Main Office (410) 576-6300 ♦ Main Office Toll Free (888) 743-0023 

Consumer Complaints and Inquiries (410) 528-8662 ♦ Health Advocacy Unit/Billing Complaints (410) 528-1840 

Health Advocacy Unit Toll Free (877) 261-8807 ♦ Home Builders Division Toll Free (877) 259-4525 ♦ Telephone for Deaf (410) 576-6372 

www.marylandattorneygeneral.gov 

 

 

CANDACE MCLAREN LANHAM 
Chief Deputy Attorney General 

 

CAROLYN A. QUATTROCKI 
Deputy Attorney General 

 

LEONARD J.  HOWIE III 
Deputy Attorney General 

 

CHRISTIAN E. BARRERA 
Chief Operating Officer 

 

ZENITA WICKHAM HURLEY 
   Chief, Equity, Policy, and Engagement 

 

PETER V. BERNS 
General Counsel 

 

ANTHONY G. BROWN 

Attorney General 
 

STATE OF MARYLAND 

OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
CONSUMER PROTECTION DIVISION 

 

WILLIAM D. GRUHN 

Chief 

Consumer Protection Division 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Writer’s Direct Dial No.  

 

   

February 23, 2024 
 

To:   The Honorable Marc Korman 

 Chair, Environment and Transportation Committee 

 

From: Kira Wilpone-Welborn, Assistant Attorney General 

 Consumer Protection Division 

 

Re: House Bill 970 – Real Property - Residential Leases - Rent Increase Prohibition 

(SUPPORT) 

______________________________________________________________________________

 The Consumer Protection Division of the Office of the Attorney General (the “Division”) 

supports House Bill 970 sponsored by Delegate Melissa Wells. House Bill 970 clarifies that a 

landlord who fails to provide a tenant with a proper notice of a rent increase cannot increase the 

tenant’s rent or retaliate against the tenant.  

 Landlord-tenant complaints are consistently among the top complaints received each year 

by the Division, including complaints of rent increases and renewals. House Bill 970 provides 

important clarification on the consequences for a landlord that violates Section 8-209 of the Real 

Property Article, enacted last session by this Legislature. Section 8-209 seeks to provide tenants 

with adequate notice of essential and material information that would permit them to either 

negotiate the amount of the rent increase or to seek alternative, affordable housing. Landlords 

that fail to provide proper notice of a rent increase should not be permitted to increase a tenant’s 

rent or take retaliatory actions against the tenant. House Bill 970 makes those consequences of 

the landlord’s failure to comply with the statute explicit. 

Accordingly, the Division requests that the Environment and Transportation Committee 

give House Bill 970 a favorable report.  

 

cc: The Honorable Melissa Wells 

 Members, Environment and Transportation Committee 
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