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As we are all aware, cancer continues to be a significant public health concern,
with breast cancer ranking as the most diagnosed cancer in Maryland in 2017.
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The bill seeks to improve these statistics, ensuring that all communities have access to vital
information and resources.

Breast cancer, particularly affecting African American women as the second leading cause of
cancer, requires focused attention. Public education campaigns can bridge knowledge gaps,
especially regarding the elevated risks associated with life stressors, diabetes, obesity, heart
disease, and breastfeeding disparities. Senate Bill 938 is a proactive step toward addressing these
issues. A well-executed public campaign allows for collaboration among various agencies,
including health providers, social service organizations, and community groups. This
collaborative effort can bring together a wealth of resources, making information, programs, and
support accessible to underserved populations.

Senate Bill 938 is a commendable effort to address the complexities surrounding prostate, lung,
and breast cancer disparities in Maryland. The proposed public education campaign has the
potential to save lives, enhance access to crucial resources, and improve overall outcomes for
individuals facing these challenging diagnoses. For these reasons, the Legislative Black Caucus
of Maryland supports Senate Bill 938 and asks that you vote favorably on this bill.
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