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Chair Pefia-Melnyk, Vice Chair Cullison, and Members of the Committee, please be advised that the Baltimore City
Administration (BCA) supports House Bill (HB) 619.

HB 619 establishes the Commission on Universal Health Care to study the feasibility of establishing universal health care
for all Maryland residents through a single-payer system. This is an important first step toward ensuring that all Maryland
residents have access to health care. Maryland is already at the forefront of innovative health care financing and access,
with our global hospital budgets and rate-setting for hospital services. Despite this, almost 6.5 percent of Baltimore City
residents remain uninsured.’ Lack of health insurance is a leading barrier to health care access, resulting in uninsured persons
being less likely to receive important preventive health care services, such as blood pressure checks, blood sugar testing,
mammograms, and colon cancer screening." Early and consistent access to preventative health care reduces the risk for
disease, disability, and death. It also saves costs, as timely, consistent preventive care helps prevent the need for more costly
interventions later on."" Additionally, the single-payer approach would allow for healthcare savings state-wide through
lower administrative costs, simplified billing, and lower drug costs."

Increasing the proportion of US adults who receive preventive health care is a primary goal of the US Department of
Health and Human Services’ Healthy People 2030 Framework — a set of data-driven national objectives to improve
health and wellbeing.™ Establishing the Commission proposed in this bill could be the first step in Maryland leading
the way to meeting this national goal. Some states, such as Washington and Oregon, have legislatively established
commissions and task forces charged with developing state plans for universal health care systems.""V"" Passing HB 619
would bring Maryland into the ranks of these trailblazing states.

For these reasons, the BCA respectfully requests a favorable report on HB 6109.
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