
 
 
 
 
 
TO:                    The Honorable Joselyn Pena-Melnyk, Chair Members, House 
                           Health and Government Opera�ons Commitee 

                    The Honorable Ken Kerr 
  

FROM:       Rachel Zubek, LCSW-C 
  
DATE:               February 1, 2024 

  
RE:   SUPPORT – House Bill 34 - Interstate Social Work Licensure Compact 
 
Dear Chairperson Pena-Melnyk and Dis�nguished Members of the Health and Government 
Opera�ons Commitee: 
 
I sincerely thank you for considering my writen statement suppor�ng House Bill 34 on the 
"Interstate Social Work Licensure Compact" for inclusion in the public hearing record. I am 
Rachel Zubek, a Licensed Cer�fied Social Worker-Clinical (LCSW-C) residing and prac�cing in 
Bal�more City, Maryland. 
 
The significance of the Social Work Interstate Licensure Compact resonates deeply with me due 
to the substan�al gap between the demand for mental health services and the limited number 
of licensed providers available to deliver ethical and safe care by area. The rigorous educa�on 
and training received by mental health professionals, irrespec�ve of state, coupled with 
mandatory con�nued educa�on post-licensure, underscore the dedica�on to maintaining high 
standards in our field. 
 
The ability to prac�ce across state lines is pivotal in addressing dispari�es in access to culturally 
competent mental and behavioral health services. Doing so can alleviate inequi�es related to 
socioeconomic status, (dis)ability status, gender diversity, sexuality, and other barriers that 
impede individuals from receiving adequate care. Clearing barriers holds par�cular importance 
in advoca�ng for marginalized communi�es, ensuring they receive treatment and support, 
especially when in-person appointments may be challenging or finding a suitable clinician 
becomes a hurdle, such as during a pandemic. 
 
Drawing inspira�on from exis�ng licensure compacts for various healthcare professions, 
including nurses, physical therapists, physicians, psychologists, and counselors, the Social Work 
Compact enhances licensure portability for prac��oners. Simultaneously, it empowers state 
regulatory boards to beter protect consumers by facilita�ng the seamless sharing of licensure 
informa�on. 
 



The Social Work Compact brings numerous benefits, impac�ng those needing cri�cal mental 
health support and social workers. It achieves this by: 

• Facilita�ng mobility for social workers mee�ng uniform licensure requirements. 
• Expanding access to care for clients. 
• Ensuring con�nuity of care for clients and social workers during reloca�ons or travel 

across state lines. 
• Simplifying the maintenance of cer�fica�ons for military personnel and their spouses 

during reloca�ons. 
• Safeguarding and strengthening the exis�ng system of state licensure. 

 
Notably, the Interstate Social Work Licensure Compact preserves each state's authority to 
regulate the profession. It does not alter the scope of prac�ce or affect state prac�ce laws. 
Social workers opera�ng under the Compact must adhere to the laws and rules of the state 
where they prac�ce, including compliance with the state's scope of prac�ce. 
 
I passionately urge you to lend your support to the Interstate Social Work Licensure Compact, 
recognizing its poten�al to make a transforma�ve impact on mental health service accessibility 
and con�nuity of care. 
 
I greatly appreciate your considera�on and thank you for your �me! 
 
Warmly, 
Rachel Zubek 
Licensed Cer�fied Social Worker-Clinical (LCSW-C) 
Bal�more City, Maryland 
 


