
MDFORCEASEFIRE

Four Hundred Constituents Urge
Maryland Congressional Delegation
to Speak Out for Cease-Fire
in Gaza

To: Representative Andy Harris, Representative Dutch Ruppersberger, Representative John

Sarbanes, Representative Glenn Ivey, Representative Steny Hoyer, Representative David

Trone, Representative Kweisi Mfume, Representative Jamie Raskin, Senator Ben Cardin,

and Senator Chris Van Hollen

NOTE: THE FOLLOWING LETTER WAS DELIVERED IN PERSON ON JANUARY 26, 2024

AND BY EMAIL ON JANUARY 30, 2024

We, the undersigned, constituents from across the state of Maryland, urge you to

publicly join us in calling for (1) an immediate and durable ceasefire in Israel-Palestine, (2)

the return of all Israeli hostages and civilian detainees in Gaza, (3) an end to our

government’s military aid and arms sales to Benjamin Netanyahu’s far-right extremist Israeli

government, and (4) significantly greater sanctions against all settlers in the West Bank

who have engaged in violence against Palestinians and/or live in unauthorized settlements

on stolen land.
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1. The urgent need for a durable ceasefire.  According to a December 22, 2023 Associated

Press report, Israel’s U.S.-backed offensive in Gaza has wreaked more destruction,

proportionally, than the Allied bombing of Germany in World War II and in just two months

has killed more civilians than the three-year-long U.S.-led campaign against the Islamic

State. Over 23,000 people in Gaza have been killed–more than two-thirds of them women

and children–and 85 percent of Gazan families have been displaced from their homes.

Survivors are facing starvation and disease. This degree of suffering is unacceptable to us,

as it should be to you. Unfortunately, Netanyahu’s government has shown that it is unwilling

to prosecute its offensive in an ethical or legal manner. Accordingly, we ask you to support

an immediate and durable ceasefire.

2. The return of all hostages and civilian detainees. We know you support the immediate

and unconditional release of the more than 100 hostages held by Hamas, as do we.

Following its invasion of Gaza, Netanyahu’s government has detained without charge

thousands of Gazan civilians–such as Palestinian poet Mosab Abu Toha, whose experience

was recounted in the New Yorker. In addition to calling for the unconditional release of all

Hamas-held hostages, we urge you to call for Netanyahu’s government to release the

Gazan civilians it has detained.

3. An end to military aid and sales. According to expert analysis of bomb fragments, most

of the killing and destruction in Gaza has been caused by U.S.-made bombs. In addition to

our government’s regular, ongoing military support of an Israeli government led by far-

right extremists, just weeks ago our State Department approved the sale of 14,000 tank

rounds worth over $100 million to that same government. Despite evidence that Israel’s

tactics in Gaza violate international law, the U.S. has generally issued only rhetorical

warnings with no meaningful impact while it continues to send military equipment that

Netanyahu’s government is using in unacceptable ways. The result is that U.S.-made arms

are facilitating a humanitarian disaster of generational proportions for civilian families in

Gaza. We urge you to oppose any further military aid or sales to this extremist Israeli

government and to communicate that opposition to President Biden.

4. Sanctions against West Bank settlers who engage in violence. The U.S. has long

opposed Israel’s decades-old policy of expanding its settlements for Jewish Israelis in the

occupied West Bank, all while those settlements grew in size and number. Now, settlers

https://apnews.com/article/israel-gaza-bombs-destruction-death-toll-scope-419488c511f83c85baea22458472a796
https://apnews.com/article/israel-gaza-bombs-destruction-death-toll-scope-419488c511f83c85baea22458472a796
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2024/01/01/a-palestinian-poets-perilous-journey-out-of-gaza
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have used the war in Gaza to perpetrate further violence against Palestinians, violently

evicting them from their villages, stealing their land, and destroying their crops and

property. The U.S. recently announced a visa ban on settlers engaging in such violence–a

welcome step, but not nearly enough. We urge you to call for the U.S. to impose additional

sanctions–such as financial sanctions–against these and other settlers who have engaged

in violence against Palestinians, as well as all settlers living in unauthorized settlements on

stolen land. It is long past time for U.S. policy opposing such settlements to consist of more

than empty words. 

Nothing excuses the atrocities Hamas committed on October 7 or the ongoing atrocity of

Hamas continuing to hold hostages. But the violence that Netanyahu’s government has

inflicted on Gaza has been morally indefensible and grossly disproportionate. Violence will

not solve the conflict between Israelis and Palestinians. We urge you to adopt the positions

in this letter, help advocate for peace and justice in Israel and Palestine, and exert maximum

pressure on the Biden administration to do the same.

Sincerely,

David Rodwin, Baltimore, MD

Sonia Shah, Towson, MD

Ronda Cooperstein, Baltimore, MD

Betsy Krieger, Baltimore, MD

Claudia Balog, Baltimore MD

Elizabeth Hill, Baltimore MD

Mark Bulmer, Towson, MD

Anne George, Towson MD

Elizabeth Johnson, Baltimore MD

Lorena Diaz, Baltimore, MD

Ericka McDonald, Catonsville, MD

Xian Mao, Baltimore, MD

Peta Richkus, Towson, MD

Charles Kropfelder, Nottingham, MD 

Hansa Shah, Baltimore, MD

Cindy Sheffield, Hampstead, MD

Chauna Brocht, Baltimore MD

https://abcnews.go.com/International/palestinians-flee-villages-settler-violence-surges-west-bank/story?id=105579013)
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-67631739


Liz Entwisle, Phoenix, MD

Clark Shah-Nelson, Baltimore, MD

Kevin Doyle, Reisterstown, MD

Tom Glancy, Towson, MD

Uta Allers, Baltimore, MD

Joe Adams, Towson, MD

Jyoti Mohan, Cockeysville, MD

Robbie Leonard, Towson, MD

Mark Weaver, Catonsville, MD

Dara Friedman-Wheeler, Towson, MD

Ian Miller, Baltimore, MD

Shazia Shah, Baltimore, MD

Sheldon Laskin, Baltimore, MD

Michael Phillips, Baltimore, MD

Michael Checknoff, Baltimore, MD

Jonathan Vincent, Baltimore, MD

Marta Mills, Baltimore, MD

Burkely Hermann, Baltimore, MD

Wendel Thompson, Catonsville, MD

Lydia Temoshok, Ellicott City, MD

Donna Martin, Catonsville, MD

Ronald Lambert, Baltimore, MD

Larry Wilt, Baltimore, MD

Witold Skwierczynski, Catonsville, MD

Marilyn Story, Halethorpe, MD

Patricia Nicholls, Baltimore, MD

Alice Meiss, Baltimore, MD

Kenneth Feder, Baltimore, MD

Elizabeth Rossi, Baltimore, MD

Nina McHugh, Baltimore, MD

Colette Shade, Baltimore, MD

Seema Shah-Nelson, Baltimore MD

Rachel Fender, Baltimore MD



Sasha Fender, Baltimore, MD

Susan Radke, Catonsville, MD

Yara Cheikh, Towson, MD

Monica Kennedy, Halethorpe MD

Nadine Benavides, Glen Burnie, MD

Nicole McCann, Baltimore, MD

Carlos Childs, Waldorf, MD

Kush Bulmer, Towson, MD

Carla Johnson, Baltimore, MD

Pascale Smal, Waldorf MD

Roop Vijayan, Towson, MD

Anna Evans-Goldstein, Baltimore, MD

Colleen Ebacher, Monkton, MD

Todd Janson, Parkton, MD

Mohammad Rohaizad Suaidi, Baltimore, MD

Agatha So, Baltimore MD

Becca Cornfeld, Towson, MD

Anushka Jajodia, Baltimore, MD

Kati Colombat, Towson, MD

Andre Colombat, Towson, MD

Aditya Desai, Silver Spring, MD

Lee Woo Kee, Baltimore, MD

Charles Matthew Hill, Baltimore, MD

Leyla Isik, Baltimore, MD

Daniel Saragnese, Baltimore, MD

Donna Keck, Baltimore MD

Ann Weaver, Baltimore MD

Charlie Cooper, Baltimore MD

Pat Halle, Baltimore MD

Claudia Leight, Baltimore MD

Ann Gordon, Baltimore MD

John Sinnigen, Baltimore MD

Nick Sheridan, Baltimore MD



Arlene Ogurick, Baltimore MD

jane harrison, Baltimore, MD

Susan Laugen, Cockeysville, MD

Sue Esty, Baltimore MD

Gwen DuBois, Baltimore, MD

Alexandra Lazerow, Baltimore, MD

Terrence Fitzgerald, MD, FASAM, Baltimore, MD

Luis Flores, Maryland

Sara Friedman, Baltimore, MD

Bonny Eisenbise, Baltimore, MD

Ann Feild, Baltimore, MD

Joanne Nathans, Maryland

Audrey Major, Baltimore, MD

Peter Hinderberger, Baltimore, MD

Ana Rule, Baltimore, MD

Laurie Feinberg, Baltimore, MD

Karyn pomerantz, Baltimore, MD

Andrea Van Arsdale, Baltimore, MD

Linda Green MD, Mount Rainier, MD

Kostis Papadantonakis, Baltimore, MD

Eleanor Montgomery, Baltimore, MD

Nancy Pineles, Maryland

Max Obuszewski, Baltimore, MD

Bob Jacobson, Pikesville, MD

Brian Higgins, Baltimore, MD

John McKindley-Ward, Mount Rainier, MD

Fergal Mullally, Towson, MD

Judy Walsh-Mellett, Mount Rainier, MD

Laurence Fogelson, Baltimore, MD

Jo-Ann Pilardi, Baltimore, MD

Maya Sheppard, Brentwood, MD

Sarah Hinderberger, Baltimore, MD

Geraldine Bell, Baltimore, MD



Laila Atallah, Baltimore, MD

Jay Gillen, Baltimore, MD

Jacqueline MacMillan, Baltimore, MD

Susan Kerin

Mary Hershbergre

John Reuwer

Sally Dworak-Fisher, Baltimore, MD

Laila Atallah, Baltimore, MD

Mimi McKindley-Ward, Mount Rainier, MD

Sarah Dwyer, Bowie, MD

(Nancy) Ellen Woodbridge, Berwyn Heights, MD

Gretchen Willging, Baltimore, MD

Tricia Rubacky, Baltimore, MD

Olivier Blondel, Towson, MD

Alexys Butler, Columbia, MD

Lisa Joan Reardon, Mount Rainier, MD

Renae Mitchell, Cumberland, MD

Marc Cooke, Columbia, MD

Amy Contevita, Towson, MD

Jessica Garrett, Baltimore, MD

Cristina Layana, Edgemer, MD

Anna Fitzgerald, Baltimore, MD

Jodie Zisow-McClean, Baltimore, MD

Edward L R Johnson, Baltimore, MD

Kawsar Talaat, Maryland

Emily Rohrer, Baltimore, MD

Arthur Milholland, Gaithersburg, MD

Candace Warner, Gaithersburg, MD

Sandra Stengel, Baltimore, MD

Dottie Towsley, Baltimore, MD

Jane Henderson, Brentwood, MD

Jane Henderson, Maryland

Rebecca Lee, Maryland



Lucille Mostello, Gaithersburg, MD

Mai Abdul Rahman, Maryland

Rose Kinder, Towson, MD

Ben Kinder, Pikesville, MD

Luke Walsh-Mellett, Baltimore, MD

Bev Bickel, Towson MD

Dana Vickers Shelley, PIkesville, MD

Shirley Parry, Balimore, MD

COURTNEY Petersen, Catonsville, MD

Virginia Wirtz, Baltimore, MD

Carol Richardson-Heft, Frostburg, MD

Bob Wirtz, Maryland

Lynn Roberts, White Hall, MD

Deborah Jencks, Baltimore, MD

Froydis Beckerman, Columbia, MD

Rebecca Hornbeck, Baltimore MD

Cynthia Farquhar, Baltimore MD

Margaret Baldridge, Baltimore MD

Debra Gardner, Frederick, MD

Allie wainer, Baltimore, MD

Michele Levy, Baltimore, MD

Alfred Gan, Baltimore, MD

Bethany Henderson, Baltimore, MD

Ailish Hopper, Baltimore, MD

Loraine Arikat, Baltimore, MD

Molly Porter, Baltimore, MD

Alexander Haworth, Baltimore, MD

Iris Hughey, Baltimore, MD

Helen Langa, Baltimore, MD

David Cramer, Baltimore, MD

Edward Hargadon, Baltimore, MD

Valdone Kuciauskas, Baltimore, MD

Zafar Shah, Baltimore, MD



Sophie Reverdy, Baltimore, MD

Emily Snow, Baltimore, MD

Nick Taichi Steiner, Kensington, MD

Toby Ditz, Maryland

Colin Starger, Baltimore, MD

Megan Beller, Baltimore, MD

Zachary Christensen, Baltimore MD

Rebekah Horowitz, Baltimore MD

Mary Cunningham, Baltimore MD

Kathleen Kelley, Baltimore MD

Moira Horowitz, Baltimore MD

Melanie Veneron, Baltimore, MD 

Naureen Shah, Rockville, MD

ida kenna, Baltimore, MD

Karen Ross, Baltimore, MD

Sabrina Holcomb, Baltimore, MD

Amanda Shepherd, Baltimore, MD

Julianne Ohanian, Baltimore, MD

Riona Magesh, Jamesville, MD

Cynthia Hall, Baltimore, MD

Catherine Lawhon, Frederick, MD

Brittany Moyer, Baltimore, MD

Holly Condor, Baltimore MD

Brian O’Doherty, Baltimore, MD

Rajani Gudlavalleti, Baltimore MD

Mara Braverman, Baltimore, MD

Wei Hann, Baltimore, MD

Sam Williamson, Baltimore, MD

Liliana Zavin, Baltimore, MD

Weiwen Balter, Baltimore, MD

Dale Cassidy, Baltimore, MD

Gloria LaDouceur, Frederick, MD

Mark Martin, Baltimore, MD



Judah Adashi, Baltimore, MD

Ann Wilcox, Silver Spring, MD

Joanne Nathans, Baltimore, MD

Jeffrey Brauer, Baltimore, MD

Ashley Ruano, Baltimore MD

Rolla Chng, Baltimore, MD

Mary Jo Kirschman, Baltimore, MD

Colleen Christmas, MD

Evains Francois, Maryland

Jonathan Rochkind, Baltimore, MD

Martha Benson, Baltimore, MD

Zackary Berger, Baltimore MD

Francie Weeks, Baltimore, MD

Malissa Ruffner, Baltimore, MD

Dan Richman, Baltimore, MD

Marc Steiner, Sparks, MD

Carlos Zigel, Baltimore, MD

Andy Banks, Maryland

Joanna Silver, Maryland

Saqib Ali, North Potomac, MD

Carol Schlenker, Rockville, MD

Hiruy Hadgu, Fulton, MD

Jonathan Gross, Silver Spring, MD

Carol Ehrlich, Kensington MD

Kate Sugarman, Potomac, MD

Wendy Scarcella, Baltimore, MD

Caroline L Malone, White Hall, MD

Bonnie Smith, Towson MD

Connor White, Freeland MD

Thomas Higdon, Reisterstown MD

Keren Cabral, Silver Spring, MD

Kim Jensen, Baltimore, MD

Valentina Dallona Baltimore, MD



Darius Sivin Takoma Park, MD

Carol Higgs Baltimore, MD

Briana Chang Baltimore, MD

Sara von Stein Halethorpe, MD

Erin Cloud Baltimore, MD

Gab Sussman Baltimore, MD

John Bernet Baltimore, MD

Fariha Khalid Baltimore, MD

Catherine Baker maryland

Isra Qadri north potomac, md

Justin, Baltimore, MD

Amy Kozak Baltimore, MD

Abdul Rahman, Northern Howard County

Kelly Pawlak Baltimore, MD

Taylor Smith-Hams Baltimore, MD

Aisha Ali maryland

Carly Bales Baltimore, MD

Yesennia Valladares silver Spring, MD

Christopher Forster-Smith Baltimore, MD

Margie Keating Baltimore, MD

Carly Falk Baltimore, MD

Saman Bhatti woodstock, md

Charity Fisher Baltimore, MD

Merryl Azriel Gaithersberg, MD

Salima Appiah-Duffell Greenbelt, MD

Zeshawn Bhutta maryland

Matt Parsons Baltimore, MD

Dahlia Naqib Timonium, MD

Rama Thaher Sawalhi Baltimore, MD

Melinda Maule Baltimore, MD

Belinda Rodríguez Baltimore, MD

Estela Montilla Baltimore, MD

Denisa Caballero Bowie, MD



Julie Dowdy Baltimore, MD

Jacquelyn Booth Baltimore, MD

Lynda Davis Linthicum, MD

Noor teebi Fulton, mD

Max Obuszewski Baltimore, MD

Grace Marshall Baltimore, MD

Abigail Cocke Baltimore, MD

Eric Miller Columbia, MD

Mark Wittmer Baltimore, MD

Margaret Schultz Baltimore, MD

Laura Atwood silver Spring, MD

Akshita Siddula Baltimore, MD

Lee Domeika Baltimore, MD

Nibal Alhariri Baltimore, MD

Emily Harris Baltimore, MD

Wren Schoene Baltimore, MD

Rabbi Ariana Katz baltimore, MD

Denisse Herrera baltimore, MD

Salimah Jasani baltimore, MD

Jessa Wais baltimore, MD

Bill Barry baltimore, MD

Ashley Hufnagel baltimore, MD

Alexander Bier baltimore, MD

James Abrams baltimore, MD

Myoshi Smith Baltimore, MD

Terry Fitzgerald, MD Baltimore, MD

Gretchen Tome Baltimore, MD

Cecelia Petro Galesville Md

Kenneth Brown Maryland

Cheryl Gottlieb Towson, MD

Fatima Hussein MD

Rochelle Cohen MD

Joel Andreas Baltimore, MD 21212



Claude Guillemard Timonium, MD

Savannah Wood Baltimore, MD

Ethna B. Hopper BALTIMORE 21209

Allyson Mattanah Baltimore

Leslie Diaz Maryland

Brittany Moyer baltimore, MD

Justin Smith Marriottsville, MD

Lynn McCann-Yeh Baltimore, MD

Thomas Hsu Gwynn Oak

Sherry Russell Annapolis Maryland

S Boarman Baltimore, MD

Nicole Bryner Cheverly MD

Brige Dumais Baltimore County, MD

Nathan Feinberg Silver Spring, MD

Carly Wais Baltimore City, MD

Hayley Thornton-Kennedy Baltimore MD

Mohamad Khalil Bethesda, MD

Sarah Hasan Potomac, MD

Bethany Gregg Baltimore, MD

Jennifer Langdon Parkville, MD

Leslie Diaz Maryland

Sabir,Maryland

Brittany Moyer baltimore, MD

and others

For more information about this letter or to add your name, please contact

mdforceasefire@gmail.com

mailto:mdforceasefire@gmail.com


Constituents deliver letter urging Rep. Dutch Ruppersberger to speak out for cease-

fire in Gaza. January 26, 2024
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Signatories meet with Rep. Dutch Ruppersberger’s staff on Feb 12, 2024
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