
 
 

 

 

 

SB992 - Real Property - Landlord and Tenant - Procedures for Failure to Pay Rent, Breach 

of Lease, and Tenant Holding Over 

 

Hearing before the Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee,  

March 7, 2024 

 

Position: SUPPORT (FAV) 

 

Disability Rights Maryland (DRM) is the federally-appointed Protection & Advocacy 

agency1 in Maryland mandated to advance the civil rights of people with disabilities. One of 

DRM’s goals is to end the unnecessary segregation and institutionalization of Marylanders with 

disabilities. To achieve this goal, DRM’s Housing Unit works to expand opportunities for 

Marylanders with disabilities to be part of their communities and to live in affordable and 

accessible housing.  

 

 Disability Rights Maryland believes Senate Bill 992 is a critical measure to ensure that 

tenants have notice of their impending eviction date and a limited period of time to reclaim their 

personal possessions in case an eviction is executed. While evictions are devastating for all 

families, losing access to necessary medications, medical equipment, social security information, 

service animals, or emotional support animals poses an additional risk to the health and safety of 

renters with disabilities. As one example, DRM recently received a call from a tenant requesting 

assistance after his landlord evicted him without notice, seizing his service animal. SB 992’s 

reclamation period would preserve access to these critical needs for renters with disabilities 

facing eviction and require accountability from bad-actor landlords who seek to benefit from the 

eviction process. 

 

Renters need and deserve reliable notice of the eviction date so that they can exercise their 

statutory right of redemption (“pay to stay”) or make plans to leave the property with their 

belongings intact. Equally, Maryland renters (like most renters in the country) deserve a 

reclamation period after the eviction occurs, to mitigate the financial and personal loss that 

evictions cause. A “reclamation period” is a period post-eviction in which a renter can still gain 

access to their possessions such as life-saving medicine, electronics, and personal treasures such 

as photos, mementos, and heirlooms. 

SB 992 would 1) provide tenants notice 14 days in advance of their impending eviction 

dates; and 2) provide tenants the opportunity to reclaim whatever personal possessions are on the 

property for ten (10) days after the eviction occurs. This is a sensible bill that brings Maryland in 

line with the rest of the country on executing evictions. 

                                                 
1 For more information on Protection & Advocacy agencies, see NATIONAL DISABILITY RIGHTS NETWORK, 

https://www.ndrn.org/ (last visited June 18, 2021). 

https://www.ndrn.org/


 

 

Washington D.C., New Jersey, West Virginia, Pennsylvania, Delaware, and Virginia all 

require that the tenant be given notice of their eviction date and the opportunity to reclaim 

their personal possessions after their eviction. Moreover, nineteen states and D.C. require 

the tenant be given notice of their eviction date, the opportunity to reclaim their personal 

possessions, and require the landlord to perform some duty to store the tenant’s 

possessions during the time of holding. An additional nine states require the tenant be given 

notice of their eviction date and the opportunity to reclaim their possessions. 

SB 992 is also beneficial to neighborhoods in that it no longer allows for an evicted tenant’s 

belonging to be thrown out on public streets. Currently, in most of Maryland, a tenant’s personal 

belongings are thrown into the street after an eviction, creating clutter that blocks sidewalks and 

creates public blight. SB 992 remedies this issue by requiring the landlord to discard of whatever 

remaining items that are left in a proper and clean fashion. 

Additionally, many jurisdictions currently require landlords to have a specific number of 

workers, equipment, and resources at the ready to conduct an eviction. Not only is this costly to 

the landlord, but in the event an eviction is redeemed, cancelled, or postponed, the landlord loses 

money and resources. Instituting a reclamation period after an executed eviction means that 

landlords will no longer have to hire 5-6 workers to be present at each eviction.  The landlord 

will now have more flexibility after the end of the 10-day period to dispose of any remaining 

belongings – without placing those belongings in the public way. 

Disability Rights Maryland is a member of the Renters United Maryland coalition and asks 

that the Committee issue a report of FAVORABLE on SB 992.  If you have any questions, 

please contact: E.V. Yost, evy@DisabilityRightsMD.org. 

 

 


