
Feb. 6, 2024 

Maryland Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee 
2 East 
Miller Senate Office Building 
Annapolis, Maryland 
21401 
410 – 841 – 3623  

Dear Senator Smith, Senator Waldstreicher, and Members of the Judicial Proceedings 
Committee,  

This document includes written testimony supporting SB0036 from the following twenty-two 
concerned citizens: 

1. Anita Wiest
2. Armand Davila
3. Bailey Cummings
4. Cassidy Krystal-Cohen
5. Danielle Dupuy
6. Ella Feng
7. Emma Breault
8. Erica Tucker Haygood
9. Erin Cloud
10. Harriet Jacobs
11. Janet Tupper
12. Karen Francisco
13. Karen Smith
14. Micah Clark Moody
15. Micah Levey
16. Noah Wass
17. Peter Santina
18. Shellielle Nanan
19. Taylor Belfield
20. Tom Mathis
21. Van Cherry Green
22. Verlyn Tarlton

Thank you for your time and effort surrounding this bill. I hope the diverse perspectives and 
unique stories on the following pages will show you how deeply Maryland residents support 
SB0036. 

Sincerely, 

Your Constituents 



Feb. 6, 2024 
 
Maryland Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee 
2 East 
Miller Senate Office Building 
Annapolis, Maryland 
21401 
410 – 841 – 3623  
 
Dear Senator Smith, Senator Waldstreicher, and Members of the Judicial Proceedings 
Committee,  
 
My name is Armand Davila. I live in Washington, D.C. and I am a concerned citizen and relative 
of a formerly incarcerated individual. I am writing to support SB0036 because my family 
member was recently incarcerated, and witnessed the most inhumane levels of treatment that 
robbed people of their dignity and agency, not to mention sometimes their lives. I am interested 
in better reporting for in-custody deaths because I personally know someone who was 
incarcerated for a non-violent crime, yet suffered the most heinous physical and mental abuse 
that anyone could imagine. They have repaid their debt to society but are living with the scars of 
the abuse leveled upon them. An oversight board investigating deaths in custody is important in 
Maryland because at the very least, it might discourage the rampant abuse by the penal system. 
 
Thank you, Senator Smith and the Judicial Proceedings Committee, for hearing my voice. Too 
many people are dying in government custody in this state. Worse, Maryland residents know 
very little about what’s happening to their loved ones. This bill will help. I urge you to support 
SB0036. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Armand Davila 



Feb. 6, 2024 
 
Maryland Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee 
2 East 
Miller Senate Office Building 
Annapolis, Maryland 
21401 
410 – 841 – 3623  
 
Dear Senator Smith, Senator Waldstreicher, and Members of the Judicial Proceedings 
Committee,  
 
My name is Bailey Cummings. I live in Massachusetts, and I am a concerned citizen and 
attorney. I support an oversight board to review Maryland in-custody deaths because too many 
people die in jail with no State accountability. 
 
I am passionate about this issue because as a law student, I had a clinic client die in custody. I 
have also had a friend’s sibling die in custody. Both times, the deaths were not investigated nor 
reported, and the families were forced to grieve alone with no sense of justice for their loved 
ones. Institutions responsible for people’s lives need to take accountability for their actions. 
 
An oversight board investigating deaths in custody is important for protecting the lives and 
safety of Marylanders because anyone could end up in custody for all kinds of reasons, whether 
they do anything illegal or whether they are just suspected of it. Everyone deserves basic care 
and respect in custody.  
 
Thank you, Senator Smith and the Judicial Proceedings Committee, for hearing my voice. Too 
many people are dying in government custody in this state. Worse, Maryland residents know 
very little about what’s happening to their loved ones. This bill will help. I urge you to support 
SB0036. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Bailey Cummings 
 



Feb. 6, 2024 
 
Maryland Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee 
2 East 
Miller Senate Office Building 
Annapolis, Maryland 
21401 
410 – 841 – 3623  
 
Dear Senator Smith, Senator Waldstreicher, and Members of the Judicial Proceedings 
Committee,  
 
My name is Cassidy Kristal-Cohen. I live in Baltimore, Maryland, zip code 21218. I am also a 
member of the Maryland Connecting Families Coalition. The loved ones of people who die in 
custody deserve closure and accountability. I am passionate about the issue of in-custody deaths 
because I have worked, in professional and personal capacities, with people in prisons and jails 
since I was fifteen. The rate of deaths, particularly in jails within high poverty and majority 
Black neighborhoods, is unacceptable and shameful. Maryland must take urgent action to 
safeguard the lives of people behind bars and the oversight board is a step in the right direction. 
 
Thank you, Senator Smith and the Judicial Proceedings Committee, for hearing my voice. Too 
many people are dying in government custody in this state. Worse, Maryland residents know 
very little about what’s happening to their loved ones. This bill will help. I urge you to support 
SB0036. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Cassidy Kristal-Cohen 
 



Feb. 6, 2024 
 
Maryland Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee 
2 East 
Miller Senate Office Building 
Annapolis, Maryland 
21401 
410 – 841 – 3623  
 
Dear Senator Smith, Senator Waldstreicher, and Members of the Judicial Proceedings 
Committee,  
 
My name is Danielle Dupuy, and I am a Baltimore resident and mother. I am writing to support 
SB0036 because jail time shouldn’t be a death sentence and killing people through negligence or 
otherwise is unacceptable. Accountability is critical for the wellbeing of Baltimore. I am 
interested in better reporting for in-custody deaths because I care about humanity. An oversight 
board investigation Maryland in-custody deaths is an important first step towards accountability 
and to ensuring that the features in place that set the stage for unnecessary loss of life are ended. 
 
Thank you, Senator Smith and the Judicial Proceedings Committee, for hearing my voice. Too 
many people are dying in government custody in this state. Worse, Maryland residents know 
very little about what’s happening to their loved ones. This bill will help. I urge you to support 
SB0036. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Danielle Dupuy 



Feb. 6, 2024 
 
Maryland Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee 
2 East 
Miller Senate Office Building 
Annapolis, Maryland 
21401 
410 – 841 – 3623  
 
Dear Senator Smith, Senator Waldstreicher, and Members of the Judicial Proceedings 
Committee,  
 
My name is Ella Feng and I live in Arlington, Virginia. I am a concerned citizen and member of 
Helping Ourselves to Transform. I am writing to support SB0036 because I am dedicated to 
making Maryland safer for everyone.  
 
As a legal professional deeply invested in public interest and social change, my interest in 
better reporting for in-custody deaths stems from a profound realization of the systemic 
injustices prevalent within our criminal justice system. What ignited my passion for this issue 
was the In Custody Deaths Report for 10 Counties in Maryland Jails/Prisons, which raised 
significant questions about accountability, transparency, and the need for improved reporting 
protocols. Witnessing the gaps in reporting and accountability firsthand underscored the 
urgent need for reform in how we document and address in-custody deaths. Recognizing the 
profound impact that accurate and transparent reporting can have on shaping policies, driving 
accountability, and advocating for systemic change, I became committed to advocating for 
more robust reporting mechanisms and ensuring that the voices of those affected by in-
custody deaths are heard and honored within our legal system. 
 
An oversight board investigating deaths in custody is crucial for protecting the lives and 
safety of Marylanders as it ensures impartial scrutiny, accountability, and transparency in 
assessing the circumstances surrounding such incidents, ultimately fostering trust in the 
criminal justice system and safeguarding the rights and well-being of individuals in custody. 
 
Thank you, Senator Smith and the Judicial Proceedings Committee, for hearing my voice. Too 
many people are dying in government custody in this state. Worse, Maryland residents know 
very little about what’s happening to their loved ones. This bill will help. I urge you to support 
SB0036. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Ella Feng 



Feb. 6, 2024 
 
Maryland Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee 
2 East 
Miller Senate Office Building 
Annapolis, Maryland 
21401 
410 – 841 – 3623  
 
Dear Senator Smith, Senator Waldstreicher, and Members of the Judicial Proceedings 
Committee,  
 
My name is Emma Breault, and I am a concerned Baltimore City resident. I am writing to 
support SB0036 because too many people die in prison with no State accountability. I am 
passionate about this issue because I’ve heard reports on how many people die unnecessarily in 
prisons and receive no justice. Those who enter the prison system are denied fundamental rights 
and basic humanity. That the State receives no consequences for preventable deaths of prisoners 
indicates that prisoners’ lives do not matter to the State. It is up to the legislature to hold these 
systems accountable and ensure that human life is respected—transparency is the first step to this 
change. 
 
I believe an oversight board is necessary to protect the lives of Marylanders because there needs 
to be transparency and accountability, and currently there is none. If the people responsible for 
reporting deaths are the same as those who committed them (or should have prevented them), 
then fabricated data is more likely. Maryland needs an external reporting committee to prevent 
bias in this important area. 
 
Thank you, Senator Smith and the Judicial Proceedings Committee, for hearing my voice. Too 
many people are dying in government custody in this state. Worse, Maryland residents know 
very little about what’s happening to their loved ones. This bill will help. I urge you to support 
SB0036. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Emma Breault 



Feb. 6, 2024 
 
Maryland Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee 
2 East 
Miller Senate Office Building 
Annapolis, Maryland 
21401 
410 – 841 – 3623  
 
Dear Senator Smith, Senator Waldstreicher, and Members of the Judicial Proceedings 
Committee,  
 
My name is Erica Tucker Haygood, and I live in Accokeek, Maryland. I am writing as a 
concerned citizen. I am writing to support SB0036 because I have seen firsthand the reckless 
disregard for human life that exists within our state’s detention centers. I am passionate about 
this issue because I was arrested for a misdemeanor traffic violation and denied medical care at 
PG County Jail. An oversight board investigating deaths in custody is important because every 
human life should be valued and given due care while in custody of detention facility staff.  
 
Thank you, Senator Smith and the Judicial Proceedings Committee, for hearing my story. Too 
many people are dying in government custody in this state. Worse, Maryland residents know 
very little about what’s happening to their loved ones. This bill will help. I urge you to support 
SB0036. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Erica Tucker Haygood 



Feb. 6, 2024 
 
Maryland Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee 
2 East 
Miller Senate Office Building 
Annapolis, Maryland 
21401 
410 – 841 – 3623  
 
Dear Senator Smith, Senator Waldstreicher, and Members of the Judicial Proceedings 
Committee,  
 
My name is Erin Cloud, and I am a Baltimore City Resident. My family member is currently 
incarcerated, and I am concerned about his safety and the conditions of his confinement. I worry 
about the safety of my family members every day. The lack of transparency and violence in 
prisons is outstanding. Every Marylander deserves safety and a chance to live with dignity. 
Investigating deaths in custody is important to ensure that incarcerated people’s lives are not 
disregarded or abandoned. 
 
Thank you, Senator Smith and the Judicial Proceedings Committee, for reading my story. Too 
many people are dying in government custody in this state. Worse, Maryland residents know 
very little about what’s happening to their loved ones. This bill will help. I urge you to support 
SB0036. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Erin Cloud 



Feb. 6, 2024 
 
Maryland Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee 
2 East 
Miller Senate Office Building 
Annapolis, Maryland 
21401 
410 – 841 – 3623  
 
Dear Senator Smith, Senator Waldstreicher, and Members of the Judicial Proceedings 
Committee,  
 
My name is Harriet Jacobs, and I am a Baltimore City Resident. I am writing to support SB0036 
because I am dedicated to making Maryland safer for everyone. The murder of Sandra Bland is 
what made me into someone who is interested in better reporting for in-custody deaths. I think an 
oversight board investigating deaths in custody is important for protecting the lives and safety of 
Marylanders, hopefully, holding prisons and jails accountable, improving conditions for 
incarcerated people, and reducing the incarceration rates. 
 
Thank you, Senator Smith and the Judicial Proceedings Committee, for hearing my voice. Too 
many people are dying in government custody in this state. Worse, Maryland residents know 
very little about what’s happening to their loved ones. This bill will help. I urge you to support 
SB0036. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Harriet Jacobs 



Feb. 6, 2024 
 
Maryland Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee 
2 East 
Miller Senate Office Building 
Annapolis, Maryland 
21401 
410 – 841 – 3623  
 
Dear Senator Smith, Senator Waldstreicher, and Members of the Judicial Proceedings 
Committee,  
 
My name is Janet Tupper. I live in Maryland, and I am a concerned citizen member of 
CourtWatch Prince George’s County. I support an oversight board to review Maryland in-custody 
deaths because too many people die in jail with no State accountability. 
 
I am passionate about this issue because I am a participant in a community Court Watch 
organization and listen to bond hearings in the Prince George’s County District Court. I have 
been shocked at the number of people detained while awaiting trial who experience grave, life-
threatening illnesses and/or injuries. It is not uncommon to hear of community members in 
detention who have major medical concerns such as cancer, heart disease, diabetes, high risk 
pregnancies, or are recovering from gunshot wounds or accidents. Though the jail claims to have 
medical facilities to treat such community members, it is not an adequate substitute for medical 
care outside of the correction facility. I believe that community members with grave medical 
illnesses are at a much higher risk of death while incarcerated. 
 
Accountability is so important for our court system in general, but when community members 
die in custody with no oversight or public explanation, it is unacceptable. The public has the 
right to know what happens to community members when they are incarcerated. 
 
Thank you, Senator Smith and the Judicial Proceedings Committee, for hearing my voice. Too 
many people are dying in government custody in this state. Worse, Maryland residents know 
very little about what’s happening to their loved ones. This bill will help. I urge you to support 
SB0036. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Janet Tupper 



Feb. 6, 2024 
 
Maryland Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee 
2 East 
Miller Senate Office Building 
Annapolis, Maryland 
21401 
410 – 841 – 3623  
 
Dear Senator Smith, Senator Waldstreicher, and Members of the Judicial Proceedings 
Committee,  
 
My name is Karen Francisco and I am a concerned citizen living in Sacramento, California. I am 
writing to support SB0026 because too many people die in jail in EVERY state with no State 
accountability. I am interested in better reporting for Maryland in-custody deaths because my 
daughter is a resident of Maryland. I am aware of several (more than three) in-custody deaths in 
California, and other deaths in Maryland, New York, Texas, and other states which I have heard 
reported in alternative news or someone I know was aware of the deaths. An oversight board 
hopefully will be made up of people who care about humanity and will look closely at these in-
custody deaths which is an abnormal event in wholesome society. 
 
Thank you, Senator Smith and the Judicial Proceedings Committee, for hearing my voice. Too 
many people are dying in government custody in this state. Worse, Maryland residents know 
very little about what’s happening to their loved ones. This bill will help. I urge you to support 
SB0036. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Karen Francisco 



Feb. 6, 2024 
 
Maryland Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee 
2 East 
Miller Senate Office Building 
Annapolis, Maryland 
21401 
410 – 841 – 3623  
 
Dear Senator Smith, Senator Waldstreicher, and Members of the Judicial Proceedings 
Committee,  
 
My name is Karen Smith. I live in Anne Arundel County. I am the sister of an impacted woman. I 
support an oversight board to review Maryland in-custody deaths because too many people are 
dying in jail, and no one is being held accountable for the prison deaths. I am interested in better 
reporting for in-custody deaths because time after time we are hearing of deaths behind the wall, 
and no one knows what happened or who did it. An oversight board investigating deaths in 
custody is important for protecting the lives and safety of Marylanders. A committee should be 
formed to protect the lives of people behind bars.  
 
Thank you, Senator Smith and the Judicial Proceedings Committee, for hearing my voice. Too 
many people are dying in government custody in this state. Worse, Maryland residents know 
very little about what’s happening to their loved ones. This bill will help. I urge you to support 
SB0036. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Karen Smith 



Feb. 6, 2024 
 
Maryland Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee 
2 East 
Miller Senate Office Building 
Annapolis, Maryland 
21401 
410 – 841 – 3623  
 
Dear Senator Smith, Senator Waldstreicher, and Members of the Judicial Proceedings 
Committee,  
 
My name is Micah Clark Moody. I live in Chicago, Illinois. I am a former member of Foundry 
United Methodist Church in the DMV area have several friends in Maryland. I am writing to 
support SB0036 because too many people die in prison and jail with no accountability. 
 
I am interested in better reporting for in-custody deaths because while working in Los Angeles, I 
saw an incredible change when the Sheriff started promptly reporting many deaths that occur in 
the jail. I find it so moving that a group of reporters and activists are able to quickly cover those 
stories and lift up the lives of people inside as well as the sadness around their deaths. It has also 
helped local elected officials comment and respond to jail conditions more consistently. 
 
For Maryland, I think it is important for family, community members, and reporters to have rapid 
access to information on in-custody deaths. Beyond this, it is crucial for an independent board to 
review these deaths so that they can support law enforcement agencies to ensure the same 
mistakes are never made again. This will make Maryland safer because people in Maryland 
include people in Maryland’s jails, and an investigating board that can identify and change 
conditions that cause deaths will literally save future lives. 
 
Thank you, Senator Smith and the Judicial Proceedings Committee, for hearing my voice. Too 
many people are dying in government custody in this state. Worse, Maryland residents know 
very little about what’s happening to their loved ones. This bill will help. I urge you to support 
SB0036. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Micah Clark Moody 



Feb. 6, 2024 
 
Maryland Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee 
2 East 
Miller Senate Office Building 
Annapolis, Maryland 
21401 
410 – 841 – 3623  
 
Dear Mr. Smith, Mr. Waldstreicher, and Members of the Judicial Proceedings Committee,  
 
My name is Micah Levey. I live in Gaithersburg, Maryland. I am a concerned citizen, someone 
who was previously arrested, and an attorney. The State’s primary job is to protect its citizens, so 
we need to know when it is not only failing to do so, but also when it is the State that is causing 
death.  
 
Thank you, Senator Smith and the Judicial Proceedings Committee, for hearing my support. Too 
many people are dying in government custody in this state. Worse, Maryland residents know 
very little about what’s happening to their loved ones. This bill will help. I urge you to support 
SB0036. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Micah Levey 
 



Feb. 6, 2024 
 
Maryland Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee 
2 East 
Miller Senate Office Building 
Annapolis, Maryland 
21401 
410 – 841 – 3623  
 
Dear Senator Smith, Senator Waldstreicher, and Members of the Judicial Proceedings 
Committee,  
 
My name is Noah Wass. I am a concerned Baltimore city emergency medical services (EMS) 
clinician. I am writing to support SB0036 because it is established medical fact that rapid 
transport to a trauma center can be the difference between life and death for victims of traumatic 
injuries like those often suffered in carceral settings. Without system oversight and data 
collection, we will never be able to stop those who need care from dying preventable deaths. 
 
I became passionate about increasing reporting for in-custody deaths after transporting an 
incarcerated patient to the hospital in the midst of an ongoing seizure event, or “brain storm.” He 
became injury through an extremely vaguely described assault in custody. We realized after 
further questioning that prison officials kept this patient waiting in critical conditions for hours 
before even calling EMS. There is no doubt that this delay in care contributed to a poor outcome 
for this patient, and many like him who experience the same systemic failures.  
 
This event disturbed me, but I am even more disturbed by how common an occurrence it is. An 
oversight board is important for protecting Marylanders in custody because we cannot begin to 
prevent these deaths without some medical, scientific understanding about how they occur. 
Gathering this data and investigating these deaths will allow the State to begin addressing the 
systemic issues at fault. We need to know about jail deaths in order to prevent them, and it is the 
State’s responsibility to ensure we collect and track this data. 
 
Thank you, Senator Smith and the Judicial Proceedings Committee, for hearing my voice. Too 
many people are dying in government custody in this state. Worse, Maryland residents know 
very little about what’s happening to their loved ones. This bill will help. I urge you to support 
SB0036. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Noah Wass 



Feb. 6, 2024 
 
Maryland Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee 
2 East 
Miller Senate Office Building 
Annapolis, Maryland 
21401 
410 – 841 – 3623  
 
Dear Senator Smith, Senator Waldstreicher, and Members of the Judicial Proceedings 
Committee,  
 
My name is Peter Santina. I live in California, and I am an attorney at Civil Rights Corps in 
Washington, D.C. and a former public defender. I am writing to support SB0036 because far too 
many people die in jail and urgent intervention is needed. 
 
As a public defender, I’ve talked to a lot of people who were incarcerated and understand that 
their life means very little to those who run the jail or prison. If there’s an earthquake or fire, no 
one expects a quick and urgent evacuation. If they have a heart attack or a stroke, no one expects 
competent and timely medical attention. If they’re attacked by a guard—or even another 
incarcerated person—no one expects the protection of the state. I’ve sat down with clients and 
talked about a potential sentence they were preparing themselves for, and we needed to have a 
very real discussion about the possibility that whatever that sentence is—whether 30 days or 20 
years—will only end if they are lucky enough to survive incarceration. While my experience is 
in California, I think it’s a universal experience. At the public defender’s office we had clients 
who died in jail, whose loved ones couldn’t say goodbye and were left in the dark about what 
happened, asking a multitude of unanswered and ignored questions, left only with confusion and 
pain. 
 
An oversight board investigating deaths in custody is important for protecting the lives and 
safety of Marylanders because much more supervision and oversight is needed. Jails and prisons 
have a vested interest in not investigating thoroughly, lest it shed a light on their own 
shortcomings. 
 
Thank you, Senator Smith and the Judicial Proceedings Committee, for hearing my voice. Too 
many people are dying in government custody in this state. Worse, Maryland residents know 
very little about what’s happening to their loved ones. This bill will help. I urge you to support 
SB0036. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Peter Santina 



Feb. 6, 2024 
 
Maryland Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee 
2 East 
Miller Senate Office Building 
Annapolis, Maryland 
21401 
410 – 841 – 3623  
 
Dear Senator Smith, Senator Waldstreicher, and Members of the Judicial Proceedings 
Committee,  
 
My name is Dr. Shellielle S. Youhoing Nanan. I live in Jonesboro, Georgia. I am a Human Rights 
Defender, International Criminal Investigator and Human Rights Investigator, member of the 
American Bar Association, International Bar (IBA), International Human Rights Institute, and a 
member of the United Nations Association of the United States of America (UNA/USA). 
 
Some of my close friends died in police custody and in jail without accountability. The jails are 
operated with our tax monies, and the government owes those incarcerated a duty to protect. We 
need strong legislation with teeth to bit. Jails should not get off the hook when they arrest people 
and cause them to die. I and the United Nations pledge that we will continue to provide whatever 
support it takes, we will not waver in our fight, and we will win this war.  
 
I am interested in better reporting for in-custody deaths because I have family and close friends 
in the community who are victims, and we have lost family members and loved ones who died in 
prison. Those senseless acts are plaguing our nation, especially in the black and brown 
communities, and there is no transparency. These deaths are being covered up/concealed, and the 
families are kept in the dark. I am currently a Legal Representative to the United Nations High 
Commission for Human Rights. My organization investigates in-custody deaths, not only in 
Georgia but around the country.  
 
My investigations reveal horrific results. I can comment briefly on two cases in Georgia that are 
the most horrific. One concerns an elderly disabled gentleman (75 years old) who died at the 
hands of Sheriff’s deputies during an illegal eviction after deputies illegally threw him and his 
wife, who is bedridden, out of their home in 25 degree weather. He suddenly caught a stress 
attack and was transported to the hospital. The hospital covered up the death in order to protect 
law enforcement and forged the death certificate, stating that he died from COVID. 
 
The second incident involved a 28 year old man of African American descent, a Type I diabetic 
who died in custody. After his death the jail and Georgia Bureau of Investigation (GBI) medical 
examiner covered up the death and said he died from diabetic ketoacidosis (high blood sugar). 
An 8-month investigation and evaluation conducted by our United Nations Investigative 
Counsels revealed that he was not only a victim of racial profiling, but that his death was 
homicide, cruel and inhumane punishment. We found that the victim, who was critically ill, who 
vomited blood more than 30 times, and urinated blood in continuance, was locked into his jail 
cell for 18 hours. During those 18 hours he was deprived food, water, and medical care. He also 



died of starvation and dehydration. Furthermore, when the body was recovered, it was cold to the 
touch and stiff. Our United Nations Human Rights forensic team was able to determine a date 
and time of death, which was omitted from the death certificate, that he died at least 12 hours 
before the death was reported to the authorities. We continue to fight for the rights of his family 
and to hold those responsible to account. 
 
It is time that our government pass necessary legislation to hold Sheriffs and jails accountable for 
the senseless deaths of inmates in their custody. Being arrested should not be a death sentence. 
An oversight board is important to end corruption, bring about transparency, hold the jails 
accountable, and save precious lives. 
 
Thank you, Senator Smith and the Judicial Proceedings Committee, for hearing my voice. Too 
many people are dying in government custody in this state. Worse, Maryland residents know 
very little about what’s happening to their loved ones. This bill will help. I urge you to support 
SB0036. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Dr. Shellielle S. Youhoing Nanan 



Feb. 6, 2024 
 
Maryland Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee 
2 East 
Miller Senate Office Building 
Annapolis, Maryland 
21401 
410 – 841 – 3623  
 
Dear Senator Smith, Senator Waldstreicher, and Members of the Judicial Proceedings 
Committee,  
 
My name is Anita Wiest. I live in Salisbury, Maryland and I am a concerned citizen and retired 
Department of Corrections (DOC) employee. I am writing to support SB0036 because 
transparency is a huge issue in the DOC and families have the right to know what circumstances 
were involved in the death of an incarcerated individual. I am passionate about the issue of in-
custody deaths from working in the Division, as well as hearing of deaths that could have been 
prevented. An oversight board investigating deaths in custody is important for protecting the 
lives and safety of Marylanders because imprisonment/confinement in public institutions should 
be deemed safe in a free society. 
 
Thank you, Senator Smith and the Judicial Proceedings Committee, for hearing my voice. Too 
many people are dying in government custody in this state. Worse, Maryland residents know 
very little about what’s happening to their loved ones. This bill will help. I urge you to support 
SB0036. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Anita Wiest 



Feb. 6, 2024 
 
Maryland Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee 
2 East 
Miller Senate Office Building 
Annapolis, Maryland 
21401 
410 – 841 – 3623  
 
Dear Senator Smith, Senator Waldstreicher, and Members of the Judicial Proceedings 
Committee,  
 
My name is Taylor Belfield and I live in Chapel Hill, North Carolina. I am a senior in college 
currently attending the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and an intern at Helping 
Ourselves To Transform. I am writing to support SB0036 because I believe that anyone who has 
a caring bone in their body can see that this is an issue that needs to be addressed. As someone 
who has had brothers and other family members incarcerated before, I couldn’t imagine 
something like that happening to them. 
 
I was first made aware of the issue concerning Maryland in-custody deaths by Dr. Carmen 
Johnson. Upon reading the reports that she had sent us interns to provide us with more 
information on the issue, I was astonished to see the reports. The fact that there is a statistics 
centered around the “misclassification of in custody deaths” is horrifying. No one should be 
subjugated to this type of reality and we must not turn a blind eye to the issue. Whether we have 
any prior knowledge of, personal affiliation, or profound passion for justice reform, this is 
nothing but a simple question of concern and accountability. We live in a country that promises 
justice to all, so we must all be held accountable for these types of issues. I believe that 
legislation such as this can help to make that happen. 
 
An oversight board investigating deaths in custody is important for protecting the lives and 
safety of Marylanders because it pertains directly to them. It is imperative to remember that 
regardless of a crime that is a committed, when in the custody of the state, they are 
responsible for that person's well-being. It is also important to remember that these are 
individuals that have not been convicted. 
 
Thank you, Senator Smith and the Judicial Proceedings Committee, for hearing my voice. Too 
many people are dying in government custody in this state. Worse, Maryland residents know 
very little about what’s happening to their loved ones. This bill will help. I urge you to support 
SB0036. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Taylor Belfield 



Feb. 6, 2024 
 
Maryland Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee 
2 East 
Miller Senate Office Building 
Annapolis, Maryland 
21401 
410 – 841 – 3623  
 
Dear Senator Smith, Senator Waldstreicher, and Members of the Judicial Proceedings 
Committee,  
 
My name is Tom J. Mathis, and I live in Lanham, Maryland. I am a concerned citizen with many 
friends who are either still incarcerated or were formerly incarcerated in Maryland. I am writing 
to support SB0036 because I’ve witnessed through friends who were incarcerated die in jail with 
no State accountability.  
 
My closest experience is my own cousin who was mistreated in jail for a white collar crime that 
she still claims her innocence today. She wrote our family many letters about the abuse that was 
going on while in custody. The stories were horrible and from my own friends experiences who 
were or are still incarcerated, I knew this should be a fight we should take. We are still humans 
despite the crimes. I think an oversight board investigating deaths in custody is important for 
protecting the lives and safety of Marylanders because without it, we have no answers one way 
or another. 
 
Thank you, Senator Smith and the Judicial Proceedings Committee, for hearing my voice. Too 
many people are dying in government custody in this state. Worse, Maryland residents know 
very little about what’s happening to their loved ones. This bill will help. I urge you to support 
SB0036. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Tom J. Mathis 



Feb. 6, 2024 
 
Maryland Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee 
2 East 
Miller Senate Office Building 
Annapolis, Maryland 
21401 
410 – 841 – 3623  
 
Dear Senator Smith, Senator Waldstreicher, and Members of the Judicial Proceedings 
Committee,  
 
My name is Van Cherry Green, and I live in Baltimore City. I am the wife of Mr. Duryea Green, 
who is being held at the Hagerstown Institution. Mr. Duryea Green has had medical issues since 
being incarcerated. Thank you to Dr. Carmen Johnson for help getting him out of the institution 
to get the proper care that was needed regarding his health. My husband was bleeding from the 
inside that originally came out of the rectum. I knew then it was time to get him to help and care 
that he needed. I constantly called the infirmary and they were taking their time to get him to 
care that he needed. By the time that took place, my husband had passed out in the jail. I am also 
a mother of an incarcerated son and he needed medical attention as well. Thanks to the help of 
friends that are strong leaders, we helped get him the medical attention that was needed. 
 
After all of these issues regarding medical problems, I later found out that medical institutions 
Behind the Walls is very important because some of them don’t have family to push them to get 
them the care that they need. I am also informed that the inmates have been taking care of the 
sickly inmates that are not being treated as such. Medical care is a big issue Behind the Walls. 
Why do they have an infirmary if they’re not doing their job? This bill needs to be passed 
because it is important regardless of what they are in prison for. Health issues, if known, must be 
treated. If not, death is behind the issue of the problem. 
 
I am writing to support SB0036 because I am concerned regarding medical issues Behind the 
Wall. This is a need to be talked about as well as giving needed help for the incarcerated. My 
husband has been incarcerated for 20 years and has had medical issues since being Behind the 
Wall. The infirmary at the Hagerstown facility does not care about the loved ones Behind the 
Wall. I got my husband’s health problems treated, with help, but what about the loved ones who 
does not have family members and no one to fight for them that has medical issues? If an issue 
needs to be addressed and it’s not being taken care of, it gets worse, and sometimes turns into 
death. Behind the Wall, how do we fix the problem, and get the correct medical teams Behind the 
Walls? I would love for this bill to be passed, however, it is important to me as well as it should 
be for higher level leaders of Baltimore City. We need this bill to be passed because we are 
losing loved ones Behind the Walls because treatment is not being given while they are 
incarceration. 
 
I am interested in better reporting because of my husband. When he was bleeding in jail in 
Hagerstown, the jail knew due to me calling constantly to get my husband the care that he 
needed. I t had gotten so worse that the color of his skin was changing due to losing blood. Dr. 



Carmen Johnson pushed as hard as she could and got him the medication he was supposed to be 
on from an outside doctor. When my husband got back to the MCIH infirmary, they changed his 
medication due to the state saying he could not take it because they were not paying for it so is it 
not important of his health versus the medication that was to help him? My husband almost lost 
his life Behind the Wall because he is not getting the care that he needs. He was later taken out to 
Mercy Hospital in Hagerstown, later finding out that he has cancer, so let’s look at the big picture 
of this. Medical has always been a big issue in the prisons and now I understand the loss of loved 
ones who has passed on due to negligence of being cared for in medical. How do we fix the issue 
and the problem? It needs to be a big turn-around with medical with real nurses and real doctors. 
We have to find a solution other than unlicensed medical teams who don’t care and leave our 
loved ones to die. 
 
An oversight board investigating deaths in custody is important for protecting the lives and 
safety of Marylanders. We first need to get a better system for medical in the present. Secondly, 
we need to stop waiting for the issue to get worse to be seen. I am also knowledgeable about the 
inmates having to put in a ticket waiting to be seen, and infirmary not responding to tickets that 
they are putting in a box to be seen. The system Behind the Walls needs to be changed as afar as 
medical. I need the higher ups to look into the issue and the problem. They’re still human 
regardless of what they are in incarceration for. We can’t lose loved ones because the lack of 
medical care. We need to hire to look deep into medical issues besides a Band-Aid and patching 
up the womb. 
 
Thank you, Senator Smith and the Judicial Proceedings Committee, for hearing my story. Too 
many people are dying in government custody in this state. Worse, Maryland residents know 
very little about what’s happening to their loved ones. This bill will help. I urge you to support 
SB0036. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Van Cherry Green 



Feb. 6, 2024 
 
Maryland Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee 
2 East 
Miller Senate Office Building 
Annapolis, Maryland 
21401 
410 – 841 – 3623  
 
Dear Senator Smith, Senator Waldstreicher, and Members of the Judicial Proceedings 
Committee,  
 
My name is Verlyn Tarlton, and I am a concerned U.S. citizen. I am writing to support SB0036 
because too many people die in prison and I have had family members incarcerated. I am 
interested in better reporting for in-custody deaths because I have read books about what goes on 
in prisons and believe accountability is needed. An oversight board investigating deaths in 
custody is important because even those who are in prison deserve fair treatment. 
 
Thank you, Senator Smith and the Judicial Proceedings Committee, for hearing my voice. Too 
many people are dying in government custody in this state. Worse, Maryland residents know 
very little about what’s happening to their loved ones. This bill will help. I urge you to support 
SB0036. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Verlyn Tarlton 
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