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I testify before this body as a parent currently involved in an appeal with Frederick County Public 
Schools (FCPS) to have these types of materials removed from our public school shelves. 
 
I apologize for the vulgar and obscene pictures and excerpts. 

We aren’t asking for a “ban” of these books.  They are available at the public library.   

There are currently 35 books under appeal in FCPS.  There are hundreds more that need to be looked at.   

To give you an understanding of how sexualized our schools have become, FCPS has around 300,000 
materials on sex and sexuality; but only around 9,000 on abstinence.  
 
They talk about how to involve blood and urine in sexual activity.  They involve incest, rape and sexual 
violence.  How is this appropriate for public school?  Most of our school children are under the age of 
majority (18).  Most of these books are written for “mature” audience per booklooks.org.  They have a 
rating system not unlike movies and video games.   
 
The majority, if not all the books we brought before FCPS were “not intended for minors.” The language is 
“obscene” and vulgar.  The imagery in the graphic novels is inappropriate for young people. 

People who oppose removing the books argue “they are going to see it somewhere.”  How does that make it 
appropriate for a public school to participate?   

My local newspaper refused to publish excerpts from the books we wanted to have removed.  We can’t 
read them on the radio nor can we read and show them on public television.  If they aren’t appropriate for 
the adults reading and tuning in, why are they appropriate for children? 

I’ll close with a quote I think sums this up perfectly. It’s from Corrie Ten Boom’s book “The Hiding 
Place.” 
 
“And so seated next to my father in the train compartment, I suddenly asked, "Father, what is sex 
sin?"  

He turned to look at me, as he always did when answering a question, but to my surprise he said 
nothing. At last he stood up, lifted his traveling case off the floor and set it on the floor. 

Will you carry it off the train, Corrie?" he said. 

I stood up and tugged at it. It was crammed with the watches and spare parts he had purchased that 
morning. 

 
It's too heavy," I said. 

Yes," he said, "and it would be a pretty poor father who would ask his little girl to carry such a load. 
It's the same way, Corrie, with knowledge. Some knowledge is too heavy for children. When you are 
older and stronger, you can bear it. For now you must trust me to carry it for you.” 

We are only young and innocent for a short period of time.  Let’s not rob our children of the joy of youth. 

Thank you 

Cindy A. Rose, 











 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

My clit swell up think Daddy. Daddy sick me, disgust me, but still he sex me up. I nawshus in my  

stomach but hot tight in my twat and I think I want it back, the smell of the bedroom, the hurt- he slap  

my face till it sting and my ears sing separate songs from each other, call me names, pump my pussy in  

out in out in out awww I come. He bite me hard. A hump! A hump! He slam his hips into me HARD.  

I scream pain he come. He slap my thighs like cowboys do horses on TV. Shiver. Orgasm in me, his  

body shaking, grab me, call me Fat Mama, Big Hole! You LOVE it! Say you love it! I wanna say  

I DON"T. I wanna say I'm a chile. But my pussy popping like grease in frying pan. He slam in me again.  

His dick soft. He start sucking my tittie. 

 

-PAGE 127 
 

 

 

 

I don't fucks boyz but I'm pregnant. My fahver fuck 

me. And she know it. She kick me in my head when 

I'm pregnant. ...I think my daddy. He stink, the 

white shit drip off his dick. Lick it lick it. I HATE 

that. But then I feel the hot sauce hot cha cha 

feeling when he be fucking me. I get so confuse. I 

HATE him. But my pussy be popping. He say that, 

"Bif Mama your pussy is popping!" I hate myself 

when I feel good.  

                                                       -PAGE 72 

 

 
"Carl got my tittie in hi mouf. Nuffin' wron wif that, 

it's natural. But I think thas the day IT start. I don't 

never remember noting before that. I hot. He 

sucking my tittie. My eyes closed. I know he getting 

hard I can see wifout my eyes, I love him so much."  

…"So he on me. Then he reach over to Precious! 

Start wif his finger between her legs. I say Car what 

you doing! He say shut your big ass up! This is 

good for her. Then he git off me, take off her 

Pampers and try to stick his thing in Precious. You 

what trip me out is it almost can go in Precious! I 

think she some kinda freak baby then. I say stop 

Carl stop! I want him on me! I never wanted him to 

hurt her. I didn't want him doing anything to her. I 

wanted my man for myself. Sex me up, not my 

chile. So you cain't blame all that shit happen to 

Precious on me. I love Carl, I love him. He her 

daddy, but he was my man!"  
                                                               -PAGE 152 

 

 

 

 

By Sapphire 
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Senate Bill 355 Cross-filed with HB 0671 
Title:  Criminal Law - Display of Obscene Materials to Minors - Prohibition 
Hearing Date:  February 1, 2024 
Position:  FAVORABLE 
Committee:  Judicial Proceedings 

Moms for Liberty Maryland Legislative Committee requests a Favorable Report 
for SB 355.


Parents have the fundamental right to direct the education of their children.  The 
child belongs to the parent or legal guardian and not to the state.  Therefore, 
parents have every right and obligation to protect their child from books and 
materials containing obscene content.


A well orchestrated campaign to bring sexually explicit materials is being waged 
across the country.  One sees the same books being named from state to state.


The American Library Association, led by a self-proclaimed Marxist lesbian  
called Emily Drabinki, https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/american-
library-association-president-marxist-lesbian-rcna98254 cites lists of the most 
challenged books yearly.  For each of the books on the 2022 list, the ALA cites 
“claimed to be sexually explicit.”  


According to the ALA, the most challenged book for 2022 was Gender Queer by 

Maia Kobabe.  This graphic novel features a picture of oral sex being performed 
on a sex toy.  This is just one of many obscene graphic pictorial depictions in 
this book.   It also contains  X-rated passages.

A review of this book can be found here:

https://booklooks.org/data/files/Book%20Looks%20Reports/G/
Gender%20Queer.pdf


https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/american-library-association-president-marxist-lesbian-rcna98254
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/american-library-association-president-marxist-lesbian-rcna98254
https://booklooks.org/data/files/Book%20Looks%20Reports/G/Gender%20Queer.pdf
https://booklooks.org/data/files/Book%20Looks%20Reports/G/Gender%20Queer.pdf


A quick flip through this most challenged novel will be enough for the average 
parent of a public school student to question whether their tax dollars are being 
abused.  


Some of the other most challenged books of 2022 were All Boys Aren’t Blue by 
George M. Johnson which contains underage incest.  Lawn Boy by Jonathan 
Evison contains a passage about 10 year old boys performing oral sex on each 
other.  This Book is Gay by Juno Dawson provides a guide on how to hook up 
with strangers on gay sex apps.


There is a true disconnect between what extremist led organizations deem 
appropriate for school aged children and what parent’s think is appropriate.  The 
claims of parents are well founded.  Parents have every right to deem what is 
and is not appropriate material for their children.  Legislation to address these 
concerns is past due.  


Moms for Liberty Maryland Legislative Committee urges a Favorable 
Report for SB 355. 


Suzie Scott, Chair

Moms for Liberty Maryland Legislative Committee 


https://www.heritage.org/education/commentary/parents-objecting-pornographic-material-
school-libraries-arent-book-banners


https://www.heritage.org/education/commentary/who-decides-what-children-read-
authoritarians-slander-parent-groups-book


https://www.ala.org/advocacy/bbooks/frequentlychallengedbooks/top10


https://www.heritage.org/education/commentary/parents-objecting-pornographic-material-school-libraries-arent-book-banners
https://www.heritage.org/education/commentary/parents-objecting-pornographic-material-school-libraries-arent-book-banners
https://www.heritage.org/education/commentary/who-decides-what-children-read-authoritarians-slander-parent-groups-book
https://www.heritage.org/education/commentary/who-decides-what-children-read-authoritarians-slander-parent-groups-book
https://www.ala.org/advocacy/bbooks/frequentlychallengedbooks/top10
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Judicial Proceedings Committee  
Senator William C. Smith, Jr.  
Senator Jeff Waldstreicher  
2 East  
Miller Senate Office Building  
Annapolis, Maryland 21401  
 
To the Chair, Vice Chair, and esteemed Members of the Judicial Proceedings Committee:  
 
I express my gratitude to the Chair, Vice Chair, and Members of the Judicial Proceedings 
Committee for permitting me to address Senate Bill 355 Criminal law – Display of obscene 
Material to Minors - Prohibition, also cross-filed as HB671 with Delegate Robin Grammer. 

This bill expands current law by revising the definition of "item" in relation to the prohibition of 
displaying or distributing obscene material to minors. It prohibits certain public schools from 
displaying obscene material and includes "drawing" and "illustration" in the definition of "illicit 
sex." Additionally, it designates "public schools" as a location for the distribution of such 
content and recognizes "school principals" as individuals with managerial responsibility. The bill 
also updates terminology, replacing "place of business" with "premises" and adjusting language 
to include public school libraries. 

Our school serves as a crucial institution for the education, growth, and development of our 
children. Creating a safe and supportive learning environment is paramount to their overall 
well-being. Unfortunately, the accessibility of pornographic content within the school setting 
poses several risks and potential harms. Schools are entrusted with the responsibility of 
ensuring that educational content is age appropriate. The presence of explicit material 
accessible to students contradicts these standards and may expose them to content that is not 
suitable for their age group.  

Schools are expected to uphold legal and ethical standards, and the presence of explicit content 
in the school environment may raise legal concerns and pose ethical challenges for the 
institution. Parents entrust schools with the education and safety of their children. The 
presence of inappropriate content may erode this trust, leading to concerns among parents 
about the safety of their children within the school environment. 



I appreciate the challenges that schools face in balancing access to information with the need 
to maintain a safe and secure learning environment. By proactively addressing this issue, we 
can collectively work towards ensuring the well-being and development of our students. 

It is crucial to pass this bill to establish an additional protective barrier for children, ensuring 
they cannot access age-inappropriate material that may harm their development. I appreciate 
your time and the opportunity to testify on this matter, and I respectfully request a favorable 
report on Senate Bill 355. 

Sincerely,  

 

Senator Johnny Ray Salling 
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Southern Maryland Regional Library Association, Inc. 

P.O. Box 459     Charlotte Hall, Maryland  20622 

 (301)884-0436     Fax:  (301) 884-0438 

www.somd.lib.md.us 

 

 

 

 

February 1, 2024 

Senator William C. Smith, Jr., Chair 
Judicial Proceedings Committee 
2 East 
Miller Senate Office Building 
Annapolis, MD 21401 
 
Dear Chairman Smith, Vice Chair Waldstreicher, and Committee Members, 

I am writing in opposition to SB0355 – Criminal Law – Display of Obscene Materials to Minors – 
Prohibition. As a librarian deeply committed to supporting lifelong learning, I am concerned that the 
language in this bill criminalizes the work of school librarians who have a responsibility to provide age 
appropriate materials to students, including materials on health topics.  

The definition of “distribute” including the language “to rent” also presents a challenge. Library 
materials are available to support learners of all interests and there is no requirement that a student has 
to check out a book simply because the library makes it available. This broad definition ignores the 
unique nature of libraries which operate under a philosophy of maintaining a varied collection while 
allowing readers and caregivers the right to not borrow or engage with materials that are not of interest 
to them. 

The definition of “illicit sex” ignores the fact that human anatomy and sexual health are topics that are 
considered age appropriate by some caregivers. To create a blanket ban on these topics will infringe 
upon the rights of these students and caregivers.  

The bill cites the definition of “obscene,” which library materials are not. School libraries operate under 
collection development policies that take into consideration a variety of factors to support the 
educational needs of students. 

I request that the Committee does not pass this bill so that Maryland’s students can continue to have 
access to materials that help them become healthy, well informed and productive members of our 
society. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

 
 
Ashley Teagle 
CEO 
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 Testimony  for  the  "Display  of  Obscene  Material  to  Minors  -  Prohibition"  hearing  - 
 February  2,  2024 

 Emily  Puhl 
 117  Bosc  Court 
 Thurmont,  MD  21788 

 Testimony: 

 SB0355  purports  to  protect  minors  from  obscene  materials.  But  what  it  really  does  is 
 hand  a  blunt  instrument  to  the  inorganic  groups  proliferating  today,  groups  that  under 
 the  guise  of  freedom  are  pushing  a  “book  banning”  agenda  that  targets  viewpoints  and 
 communities  they  don’t  like,  in  particular  LGBTQ+  youth.  The  end  result  of  this  bill  will 
 be  that  these  anti-LGBTQ+  groups  will  enter  school  libraries  and  with  faux  outrage  claim 
 that  books  with  LGBTQ+  characters  and  themes  contain  obscene  descriptions  of  illicit 
 sex.  They’ll  completely  ignore  the  prong  of  the  definition  of  obscene  that  says  the  work 
 as  a  whole  must  lack  serious  artistic  or  literary  value,  because  their  goal  will  not  be  to 
 engage  in  good-faith  evaluation  of  materials  that  minors  have  access  to  but  instead  to 
 attack  and  to  delegitimize  the  LGBTQ+  community,  to  diminish  its  voices,  to  wipe  away 
 its  stories. 

 By  adding  Public  Schools  to  this  section  of  the  Maryland  Criminal  Code,  this  bill  will 
 open  the  floodgates.  It  will  have  a  chilling  effect,  which  we  can  presume  is  precisely  the 
 point.  School  Principals,  fearing  criminal  liability,  will  likely  choose  to  preemptively 
 remove  and  then  avoid  LGBTQ+  books  rather  than  invite  endless  chaos,  distraction, 
 litigation,  and  prosecution.  This  will  leave  LGBTQ+  students  without  representation  in 
 literature,  without  access  to  stories  that  offer  them  validation  and  acceptance  and  love. 
 Our  youth  deserve  better.  I  urge  you  to  reject  this  unnecessary  and  unkind  bill. 


