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February 14, 2024 

 

TO:  Members of the House Judiciary Committee 
 

FROM:  Nina Themelis, Director of Mayor’s Office of Government Relations  

 

RE:  House Bill 583 – Center for Firearm Violence Prevention - Establishment 

 

POSITION: FAVORABLE 

 

Chair Clippinger, Vice Chair Bartlett, and Members of the Committee, please be advised that the Baltimore City 

Administration (BCA) supports House Bill (HB) 583. 

 

HB 583 establishes the Center for Firearm Violence Prevention within the Maryland Department of Health, which will 
partner with federal, State, and local agencies and affected communities to implement a whole-of-government, public health 

approach to firearm violence reduction. 

 

Firearm injuries are the leading causes of death for youth ages 1-19 nationally, with disproportionately high impacts 

on communities of color.i,ii Gun violence deaths are increasing nationwide, and even more so in Maryland. The state’s rate 
of gun violence deaths has increased dramatically over the last decade, increasing by 54% from 2012 to 2021, compared to 

a 39% increase nationally.iii The incidence of gun violence involving youth has significantly increased over the past year.ii,iv 

According to Baltimore Police data, in 2023 there were 276 non-fatal shootings and 80 homicides involving youth under 24 

years of age.   

 

Addressing this crisis requires a multi-level and multi-faceted approach that includes going upstream to address the root 
causes of violence. The public health approach to violence prevention is grounded in science and recognized as a best 

practice. It emphasizes a multi-sector approach to understanding the problem, identifying root causes, and developing 

strategies for prevention.v Streamlining and coordinating these efforts from the state level will help strengthen local efforts 

for systems-level change. 

 
For these reasons, the BCA respectfully requests a favorable report on HB 583. 
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