
 
  
 

5400 Preakness Way, Baltimore, MD 21215   •   lifebridgehealth.org/centerforhope 

 

 

 
 
Date: February 14, 2024 
 
To:  Chair Clippinger and Judiciary Committee Members  
 
Reference: HB583-Center for Firearm Violence Prevention - Establishment 
 
Position: SUPPORT 
 
Dear Chair, Clippinger and Committee Members: 
 
On behalf of LifeBridge Health’s Center for Hope we thank you for this opportunity to provide information in 
strong support for HB583.  Center for Hope annually provides intervention and prevention services for over 
7,700 survivors and caregivers impacted by child abuse, domestic violence, community violence, and elder 
justice. Over 4,300 of our population helped last year were children – many who were witness to, affected by, 
living regularly with gun violence. At LifeBridge Health, we recognize the devastating impact of violence in our 
communities, and the growing number of victims of all ages. This is a public health issue. We help our 
communities by partnering with the people in them to break the cycle of violence. At Center for Hope, we 
partner with community leaders, stand shoulder to shoulder with parents and caregivers, and help provide 
survivors of violence and crime with support and healing, to grow a collective hope for a better city and a 
better world.  
 
Gun violence is now the leading cause of death for children across the United States. Use of a firearm has also 
become the leading form of suicide. From Baltimore City to Baltimore County to Carroll County, Center for 
Hope and its parent organization LifeBridge Health has seen the tremendous impact that gun violence has had 
upon our community and its health care. For years now, including our 2023 recent community health needs 
assessment, our neighbors have told us that violence and mental health are among their top health concerns. 
Our health system recognizes its role in keeping its community safe and in preventing gun violence as a health 
care priority.  
 
Just as LifeBridge Health has taken a public health approach to reducing gun violence, we applaud and standby 
Maryland’s efforts to reduce the harm from firearm violence. Public health approaches to societal issues have 
provided great success in Maryland to reduce future harm and injury: for example, B’more for Healthy Babies 
has been a campaign to reduce infant mortality in Baltimore City through emphasis on policy change, service 
improvements, community mobilization, and behavioral change – this has improved infant mortality by 28% 
since the initiative’s launch. Similar campaigns have reduced smoking deaths, auto injury, and reduced 
overdose fatalities.  
 



 

 

Looking to find solutions for a reduction in gun violence has become a national issue and Maryland is a leader 
in finding solutions to reduce gun violence. The proposal of a state level office mirrors that of the strategy 
from the White House to establish a similar office and will benefit from coordination with federal partners.  
 
Within LifeBridge Health, our Center for Hope is seeing success through a combination of coordinated gun 
violence responses. In Baltimore City, through our coordinated efforts, we have seen a remarkable 28% 
reduction in gunshot wound admissions in the Sinai Emergency Department (a level II center) from FY22 to 
FY23. Those decreases continue today with an additional 50% drop this year to date. Our efforts with 
community violence interrupters, credible messengers, and coordinated services can be emblematic to similar 
statewide efforts and solutions.  
 
We urge you to support and give HB583 a favorable report to establish a Center for Firearm Violence 
Prevention and Intervention within the Maryland Department of Health. By embracing a public health 
approach and investing in community-driven solutions, we can create a safer and more just Maryland for 
generations to come. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Adam Rosenberg 
LifeBridge Health, Vice President, Violence Intervention and Prevention 
Executive Director, Center for Hope 
arosenberg@lifebridgedhealth.org 
 
Jennifer Witten  
LifeBridge Health, Vice President Government Relations  
Jwitten2@lifehealth.org  
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