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Favorable With Amendments

MELANIE SHAPIRO Background: House Bill 547 would create a felony for a person committing a crime of

gABE;I ANERE\\" BUSCH violence while the person is in an educational facility, a medical facility, or a place of
ast President . . . . . ey .

I — worship as defined by this bill, in addition to any other penalty imposed for the

Executive Director underlying crime.
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American Israel Public Affairs Committee Greater Baltimore’ including places of Worship,

American Red Magen David for [srael
American Zionist Movement
Amit Women

Association of Reform Zionists of America While we appreciate the sponsor’s intention with this bill and believe that those who

Baltimore Board of Rabbis

Baltimore Hebrew Congregation commit crimes of violence in sacred spaces should be held accountable, we would like
punmore vk Gren it Al o bring to the attention of the committee that the definition of “Places of Worship” is
gg}ﬁ“;j:‘erfj[‘]':ri:;figjj;i” not inclusive of our all our community places of worship. To be specific, the bill as
Bath | Conregation drafted defines “Places of Worship” as follows:
el Israel Longregation
Beth Shalom Congregation of “PLACE OF WORSHIP” MEANS A NONRESIDENTIAL LOCATION WHERE MORE THAN
Howard County
Beth Thlah Congregtion ONE INDIVIDUAL ASSEMBLES FOR PURPOSES OF RELIGIOUS OR SPIRITUAL
B'nai B'rith, Chesapeake Bay Region
B'nai Israel Congregation OBSE RVANCE-
B'nai Jacob Shaarei Zion Congregation
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Chevra Ahavas Chesed, Inc. Several small congregations are places of worship within the home of the Rabbi and
Chevrei Tzedek Congregation
Chizuk Amuno Congregation their family, with the living room being used as the “synagogue” for the community.
Congregation Beit Tikvah
Congrgaion Tieres Vst These can be found across the country. Many of these are Chabad Houses and are
Federation of Jewish Women's . .
Organizations of Maryland located around college campuses to help students feel connected to their Judaism
Hadassah . . . . .
Har Simi - Oheb Shalom Congregation while away from home. These locations are representative of “seeking Judaism
Tewah ederaion ofHowand Gouny wherever you are.” For example, The Rohr Chabad Jewish Center at Towson and
o o eomie Goucher is available for students at both colleges in the home of Rabbi Mendy Rivkin
ﬁ:ﬂj: ifi:;Li‘i’.;‘.';i;lgL‘.‘i‘ﬁi.‘“‘"”"‘“ and his wife, Sheiny. There are currently over 40 Chabad Houses across the State of
Jews For Judaism Marvland.
Moses Montefiore Anshe Emunah Maryland
Hebrew Congregation
National Council of Jewish Women . . . . el
Ner Tamid Congregation To ensure that “Places of Worship” is comprehensive, we ask that the definition be
Rabbinical Council of Americz . .
Relgios Zionists of Americs amended so that congregations such as Chabad Houses would be included under the
R . bill. This could be through striking the word “nonresidential,” however the Committee
Suburban Orthodox Congregation may see fit another way to better address this exclusionary language. For these
Temple Beth Shalom
';_';ﬂllliﬂfg:ﬂ; P reasons, the Baltimore Jewish Councils asks for these amendments to be considered
onist Organiza Americ:
Baltimore District on HB547.
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