
Tuesday, February 27, 2024  

To: Honorable House Representative 

From: Evan Avnet, CEO USTASC  

2029 Northwood Drive, Salisbury, MD 21801 

Re: HB947 - Against 

Hello, 

About HB947, the bill itself is very unclear in it’s wording, “(A) A FIREARM INDUSTRY MEMBER MAY NOT 
KNOWINGLY OR RECKLESSLY 19 CREATE, MAINTAIN, OR CONTRIBUTE TO HARM TO THE PUBLIC THROUGH 
THE SALE, 20 MANUFACTURE, DISTRIBUTION, IMPORTATION, OR MARKETING OF A  21 FIREARM–RELATED 
PRODUCT BY ENGAGING IN CONDUCT THAT IS: 22    (1) UNLAWFUL; OR 23    (2) UNREASONABLE UNDER 
THE TOTALITY OF THE CIRCUMSTANCES. 24   (B) A FIREARM INDUSTRY MEMBER SHALL ESTABLISH AND 
IMPLEMENT 25 REASONABLE CONTROLS REGARDING THE SALE, MANUFACTURE, DISTRIBUTION, 26 
IMPORTATION, MARKETING, POSSESSION, AND USE OF THE FIREARM INDUSTRY 27 MEMBER’S FIREARM–
RELATED PRODUCTS.” 

Specifically, the federal and state governments already require firearms dealers to complete background 
checks on all firearms purchasers, including those of long guns. Maryland also goes as far as requiring 
citizens to obtain an HQL permit to purchase a handgun, requiring that fingerprints be submitted. 
Moreover, fingerprints and a handgun permit application must be submitted in order for citizens to carry a 
firearm legally.  

The text of “unreasonable under the totality of the circumstances” is far to broad and could define any 
circumstance under that regard. Moreover, firearms dealers are already required to complete background 
checks on applicants to purchase a firearm per those as mentioned above. Therefore, it is unclear as to 
what “reasonable controls” means in the text.  

Suppose we are going to make firearms dealers and manufacturers legally responsible for the actions of 
purchasers who commit crimes with those firearms on their own accord. In that case, we must also make 
Lowes and Home Depot accountable for those who commit crimes with hammers, crowbars, etc. 

I reference you to FBI statistics, “Consider the FBI’s data on homicides in the country. From 2015-2019, 
according to FBI homicide statistics, an average of 315 people were killed annually by rifles. Some subset of 
those might be considered assault weapons. In comparison, hammers — a tool traditionally used for home 
improvement — were used in an average of 446 homicides per year.” (Tremoglie & Tremoglie, 2023) 

 

 

 

 

 



 

(Expanded Homicide Data Table 8, n.d.-b) 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

 

Evan Avnet, CEO USTASC 
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