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M a r y l a n d House o f Represen ta t i ves

W a y s a n d Means C o m m i t t e e

90 State Circle
Annapolis, MD 21401

RE: O p p o s i t i o n to House Bi l l 1515

D e a r M e m b e r s o f the Commi t t ee :

1 a m a sma l l bus iness o w n e r in Boonsboro, MD. M o s t o f the w o r kI do is serv ice w o r k t h a t w o u l d be m a d e

taxab le u n d e r t h i s p iece o f p roposed legislat ion. | am w r i t i n g you t o oppose t h i s bi l l . I am ac tua l l y in

d i s b e l i e f t h a t y o u w o u l d even en te r t a i n such a bi l l w i t h a hear ing.

M a r y l a n d is los ing p o p u l a t i o n . Tha t is no secret. We are n o t k e e p i n g up w i t h o t h e r states, a n d m u c h o f i t is

due t o o u r t ax pol icy . People are n o t m o v i n g to F lo r i da for the w e a t h e r as is c o m m o n l y t h o u g h t . T h e y are

m o v i n g t h e r e t o escape con f i sca to ry taxa t ion po l ic ies such as th is one. Do w e w a n t t o d r i v e a l l t h e h igh -ne t -

w o r t h p e o p l e o u t o f the state? Th is is y e t a n o t h e r step in that d i rec t ion .

Mo reove r , I c a n n o t be l ieve t h a t a p rog ress i ve b o d y such as the M a r y l a n d House o f Represen ta t i ves w o u l d

take up such a reg ress ive tax pol icy . Th is w i l l h i t l o w income fami l ies t h e hardest . I t w i l l su f focate s m a l l
m ic ro -bus inesses l i ke m ine .

M a r y l a n d is n o t Hawai i , N e w Mexico, o r South Dakota. Those are large, o u t - o f - t h e - w a y sta tes w h e r e t h e i r

leg is la tu res can c a p t u r e t h a t revenue w i t h l i t t le o r no adverse impact . M a r y l a n d is smal l , s u r r o u n d e d b y

o t h e r choices f o r bus inesses and res idency . Ci t izens and bus iness o w n e r s can p i c k up, move across the

b o r d e r a n d do t h e i r bus iness e lsewhere. W h a t happens t o y o u r revenue s t ream then? You w i l l lose far

m o r e than you expect to get w i t h th is legis lat ion.

I would strongly suggest that you look at the current state budget the same way | run my household.
Revenue is not increasing as you expected. Your bil ls are exceeding what you have to pay them. That
means you need to cut. Cut the mass transit expansion in Baltimore. Cut the money for the Pimlico Race
Track. Cut across the board if you have to. Other states do that w i thout resort ing to raising taxes. You
should too.

Yours t r u l y ,

r r esa W .u n m W O |

, Cemete ry Conc ierge


