My name is Madison Marino, and | am a visiting fellow in education policy at the Maryland Family
Institute. | am asking for favorable consideration of House Bill 1373, the “Calvert County Public Schools -
Extracurricular Activities for Homeschooled Students - Pilot Program and Workgroup.” This bill
establishes a pilot program in Calvert County to allow homeschooled students to participate in
extracurricular activities sponsored by public schools in the county.

Currently, homeschooled children in Maryland are barred from extracurricular activities with public
school children.! Comparatively, as of 2021, 36 other states allow homeschool families to participate in
public school extracurricular programs.? A neighboring state, Pennsylvania, has allowed homeschooled
students to participate in extracurricular activities since 2006.2 In recent decades, there has been a
burgeoning nationwide momentum towards educational inclusivity, specifically in enhancing access to
public school resources for all students living in the district.

In other states that have allowed nonpublic district students to participate in public school
extracurricular activities, there has been positive feedback from those leading the activities. “A study of
147 public-school athletic directors in Florida [where homeschooler involvement in public school
extracurriculars is permitted] found that these individuals ‘felt that homeschoolers interacted well and
were socially adjusted, maintained their academics, and followed the schools’ standards of conduct.””*
Another study in 2012 “surveyed athletic associations in states that permit homeschool participation in
public school athletics, they found that these organizations reported few if any problems.””

Participating in extracurricular activities correlates with various benefits for children, such as improved
academic performance, a more optimistic outlook on academics, and increased aspirations for academic
success.® Studies indicate that engagement in such activities contributes to the cultivation of social skills,
enhancement of self-esteem and resilience, and reduction of risky behaviors.” Furthermore, increased
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participation in these activities provides young people with opportunities to refine their social skills and
explore their personal interests, as evidenced by research findings.®

Providing all students in Calvert County with access to public extracurricular activities would offer
advantages to the state and the community, particularly in light of the county’s predominantly rural
landscape, covering 75% of its total area.’ In rural regions like Calvert County, private extracurricular
opportunities are often scarce or entirely absent.

When families decide to homeschool their children, their local public school is not responsible for
spending money on them. However, families continue to pay taxes that support the local school system
despite not utilizing the school’s resources. It appears justifiable that homeschooling families should
have access to resources supported by their tax contributions.

In the 2022-2023 school year, 39,569 students were taught through homeschooling in Maryland;
specifically, in Calvert County, 1,043 students were homeschooled.X This pilot program in Calvert County
would permit less than 1 percent of the total homeschool population in Maryland to participate, as only
high school-age homeschoolers would have access. Because of its smaller scale, this pilot program in
Calvert County provides the state with an ideal opportunity to implement and evaluate its efficacy
before potentially expanding the program statewide, offering valuable insights into its impact and
feasibility.

The implementation of this pilot program will enable all students in Calvert County equitable access to
the extracurricular activities that best suit their unique abilities and interests and maximize the benefits
associated with engaging with other students in their community.
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