
 

 

      www.unitedwematter.com  
                                                                               P. O. Box 44102 | Nottingham, MD 21236 | P: 443.608.0866                            
                                                                               kenfitch@unitedwematter.com 
 
                    March 10, 2025 
 
 
Delegate Ben Barnes, Chairman 
Maryland House Appropriations Committee 
120 Taylor House Office Bldg. 
Annapolis, MD 21401    

                            
                  RE:  Maryland House Bill 356  
         

Dear Chairman Barnes: 
 
 I am writing this to ask for a Favorable Ruling on HB 356. 
 
              For the last seven years I have been fighting to restore this benefit for elderly and disabled State 
retirees both legislatively and judicially.  During that time, I have amassed a large group of State Retirees 
who vested into this benefit and had to transition to Medicare Part D without the State subsidy in January 
of 2025.  I have received reviews about the VIA program from State Retirees (some which I have attached) 
which are  deeply disturbing.  It is not what they were promised when they accepted employment with the 
State of Maryland.  The lack of access to medication will cut short their lives. Would you do this to your 
Mom or Dad or Grandparents?  I hope not.   
 

As a Delegate, you were elected to represent the interests of your constituency. That constituency 
is made up of American citizens who dedicated their working years to this State in exchange for continued 
benefits during retirement.  One promise was that of a prescription drug coverage subsidy that would 
reduce the costs of Medicare Part D for its retired workers.   If you have regard for humanity, the wellbeing 
of your citizens that have dedicated their working years to supporting this government and have 
contributed to the fiscal soundness of the State of Maryland, you should reinstate this subsidy.   Please 
vote in favor of HB 356. 

 
Thank you for your anticipated cooperation.   

           Sincerely, 

         Ken Fitch 
         Ken Fitch, President 
KEF/sd 

Enclosure 

cc: All Delegates on the House Appropriation Committee (2025).  
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DebHill@outlook.com

From: Ken Fitch <KenFitch@unitedwematter.com>
Sent: Friday, March 7, 2025 6:08 PM
To: DebHill
Subject: Fw: Prescription Plan

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
 
 
Ken Fitch, President 
United We Matter 
P.O. Box 44102 
Nottingham, MD 21236 
 
O: (443) 608-0866 
F:  (866) 499-6904 
 
KenFitch@unitedwematter.com 
www.unitedwematter.com 

From: Robin Hooper <mymnmgirls63@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Friday, February 7, 2025 11:18 AM 
To: Ken Fitch <KenFitch@unitedwematter.com> 
Subject: Prescription Plan  
  
Good morning, Ken.  I hope you are feeling better after your recent hospitalization.  I am writing to you in reference to 
Wellcare vs. Silver Script. 
 
My name is Robin Hooper, retired from Natural Resources Police on disability from an on the job injury in 2003. 
 
I have been diagnosed with Chorea and Torsion Dystonia.  When I was on Silver Script, I paid $33 a month, while they 
paid $16,000 a month for Austedo.  My new prescription plan with Medicare Part D has denied approval for this much 
needed medication.  I have filed 3 appeals and all have been denied.   There are no other medications for these diseases 
and my next option would be deep brain stimulation.  Needless to say I don't want brain surgery. 
 
I am at a loss.  Without this medication, I get severe muscle spasms, to the point where I sometimes fall down.  Is this the 
type of information you are looking for?  Hope you have a great day 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Robin Hooper 
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