
 
SB633: Stop Scam PACs Act 

Senate Education, Energy, and Environment Committee 
Wednesday, February 26, 2025 1:00 PM 

 
Scam Political Action Committees (“Scam PACs”) mislead donors into believing their contributions 
will support a candidate or cause-- only to pocket the money.  
 
Both the FBI and the Federal Election Commission (FEC) have warned of the rising prevalence of 
Scam PACs, which have proliferated by exploiting a loophole in federal and state laws on political 
and charitable fundraising. In return for tax-exempt status, nonprofits register with states, list their 
key employees, and disclose how they’re spending money-- generally by providing audited financial 
statements. These requirements do not apply to PACs. 
 
Maryland has not been spared from the spread of scam PACs. In Catonsville, a PAC organizer stole 
over $1 million by falsely promising donors a dinner with Donald Trump. In Annapolis, a PAC raised 
$20 million but donated less than 2% to candidates, leading to a three-year prison sentence for its 
organizer. In Montgomery County, a PAC purporting to raise money for volunteer firefighters 
collected $4.6 million, none of which was donated to any fire departments. 
 
SB633 establishes basic transparency and will: 

●​ Require PACs using a candidate’s name or likeness to disclose when they do not have that 
candidate’s consent;  

●​ Enable the State Board of Elections (SBE) to issue subpoenas and impose civil penalties for 
violations; and 

●​ Impact only super PACs and/or participating organizations that file 48-hour reports (i.e. PACs 
that make independent expenditures). 

 
Scam PACs undermine trust in political giving, exploit vulnerable donors, and divert millions of 
dollars away from real advocacy. Requiring basic disclosures is a simple, common sense step to 
ensure Marylanders can be protected from bad actors. 
 
A broader version of this bill (SB458) passed the Senate unanimously last year. 
 
There is a proposed amendment based on recommendations from SBE. 
 
I urge a favorable report on SB633 as amended. 

https://www.fbi.gov/news/stories/scam-pacs-are-on-the-rise-041521
https://www.fec.gov/resources/about-fec/commissioners/weintraub/statements/2016-09_Memo--Scam-PACs.pdf
https://www.reuters.com/investigates/special-report/usa-fundraisers-scampacs/#sidebar-scampacs
https://www.reuters.com/investigates/special-report/usa-fundraisers-scampacs/#sidebar-scampacs
https://www.thebaltimorebanner.com/community/criminal-justice/catonsville-man-charged-pac-dinner-with-trump-JBM75BW3INEE3IZ5E5GZICCMF4/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/legal-issues/scam-pac-founder-who-defrauded-ken-cuccinelli-gets-three-years-in-prison/2020/01/17/7ce2d330-36f2-11ea-bf30-ad313e4ec754_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/this-scammer-called-the-wrong-guy-asking-for-money/2019/11/21/22c5e44a-0c6e-11ea-bd9d-c628fd48b3a0_story.html
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2025RS/bills/sb/sb0633F.pdf
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2024RS/bills/sb/sb0458T.pdf

