
February 18, 2025

TO: Members o he Senae Educaon, Energy and he Environmen Commitee

SUBJECT: Support SB354: Maryland Inventory of Cemeteries and Burial Sites Workgroup -

Establishment

Good afernoon. My name is Mark Edwards, and I am a member o he Maryland Cemeery Legislave

Advocaes (MCLA) and a member p he Board o Direcors oMongomery Preservaon, Inc. Beore I

rered 3 years ago, I worked or over 46 years in he heriage preservaon and culural resource

managemen eld, including 18 years a he Maryland Hisorical Trus. I reside in Silver Spring,

Mongomery Couny, Maryland.

Following he 2024 Maryland General Assembly session, advocaes involved wih cemeeries began

meeng o share inormaon abou problems and challenges, review exisng law, and o agree upon

priories or legislave changes o propose o he 2025 General Assembly. The working group includes

individuals acve in cemeery preservaon, care, and mainenance as well as descendans, genealogiss,

and nonpro organizaons. These iniaves ollow he survey and sudy requesed by he Join

Chairmen and repored o he Maryland General Assembly on June 30, 2022. See he Repor on Hisoric

African American Cemeeries o he Chairmen of he Senae Budge and Taxaon Commitee and House

Appropriaons Commitee submited on June 30, 2022, by he Maryland Commission on Arican

American Hisory & Culure and he Maryland Hisorical Trus.

SB354 is inended o address a serious problem. Unlike 26 oher saes, Maryland does no have a

sysemazed cemeery regisraon/ invenory sysem. Varius local hisorical and genealogical groups,

couny governmens, and hree sae agencies mainain limied inormaon on a number o cemeeries

saewide. In many insances, his approach has resulted in a haphazard system that impedes research

on ancestors and preservation of their burial locations.

SB354 would create a state-led workgroup to study the need for a comprehensive Maryland Inventory

of Cemeteries and Burial Sites, and recommend how the inventory and database would be designed,

implemented, staffed, and funded. The goal is to produce a statewide system that will require

comprehensive, standardized, and updated cemetery information to be collected and made accessible

in at least one location. This group will examine how a broader system can take advantage of the work

accomplished by genealogy and history-focused organizations over many decades.

The workgroup is designed to have representation from a broad array of individuals with varying areas

of expertise across Maryland. It would identify and examine the various definitions in the Maryland

Code of cemetery, burial ground, and burial site to propose a unified definition. It would identify and

evaluate current practices carried out by county government and municipal cultural resource



management and historic preservation programs, nonprofit preservation organizations, and the private

sector regarding cemetery documentation in Maryland. It would examine cemetery inventory systems

implemented by other states to determine if any of these can provide useful information on how a new

inventory program could be designed in Maryland and also review existing cemetery inventories

maintained by county planning/historic preservation programs in Maryland, as well as cemetery

inventories developed by genealogical organizations, to determine how best to integrate this

information in the new state cemetery inventory and database system.

The workgroup would then identify a recommended set of data categories for information gathered for

integration into the new state cemetery inventory system, recommend a location where the database

would be housed, and recommend an entity or entities that would maintain the database and make it

searchable by the public. A inal repor would summarize he workgroup’s indings, and ideniy unding

required to implement the program in future years.

In every Maryland communiy, cemeeries ell he sory o American and local hisory and provide a

sense o place. These ragile sacred spaces provide crical connecons beween our pas and uure,

hold invaluable social, arsc, culural, and archiecural heriage, and bring communies ogeher.

Esablishmen o a comprehensive Workgroup o Sudy he Esablishmen o he Maryland Invenory o

Cemeeries is a oundaonal elemen o a broader eor o beter documen, proec, and preserve

burial sies cemeeries or our cizens and bene o uure generaons. This comprehensive program

will validae hose invenories already in place and provide consisency, accessibiliy, and he abiliy or

oher jurisdicons o parcipae sae-wide. This imporan new ool will allow Marylanders o research

and beter undersand hose who came beore us, and more deeply honor his aspec o our pas or he

presen and uure.

For these reasons, I request that you support SB354. Thank you or your consideraon omy reques.
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