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02/25/2025

Maryland General Assembly
Re: HB1440- FAVOR

Dear Sir or Madam,

| am a Baltimore City resident of 17 years, homeowner, Baltimore City Public school parent
teacher organization {PTO) volunteer, local church volunteer, and pediatric cardiologist at Johns
Hopkins Hospital writing in support of H8 1440 (HB1440-FAV).

As recommended by the American Academy of Pediatrics, | breastfed both my sons, and as a
proud citizen of Baltimore City, I've shown up for jury duty many times. | consider it my civic
duty. | was therefore very disappointed when | was called for jury duty in 2014 and told there
were no lactation rooms, and that if | tried to pump, it would have to be in a bathroom with
nowhere to store milk safely. | would have to show my baby’s birth certificate to be excused. |
was excused, but called again when my second child was 18 months old, this time again being
told that there were no facilities to pump except the bathroom and | could not be excused this
time since child greater than 12 months

During this experience as a nursing mom forced to present for jury duty, | learned firsthand the
logistic difficulties of a nursing Mom on jury duty.

Although there are now lactation rooms, these logistic difficulties still exist.

Nursing/pumping breaks are difficult to accommodate even while waiting to see if your
potential juror number is called, and much more so during voir dire or if chosen for jury duty. |
had to take breaks to run to the bathroom to hand-express my breastmilk into the toilet. It is
physically uncomfortable and distracting for the mom, not to mention the embarrassment of
leaky, engorged breasts, the risk of mastitis/infection from not pumping, and your infant not
receiving your breastmilk, endangering milk supply.

Nursing/pumping moms are on a fairly strict schedule — 15-to-30 minute breaks every several
hours are not feasible for a juror. Furthermore, 15-30 minute breaks for a single juror, if
allowed, threaten the integrity of the trial.

HB 1440 stipulates excusing nursing mothers which is logistically and physiologically the only
practical course to protect women and their infants in a very vulnerable time of life, as well as
to protect the integrity of the judicial process in which jurors must be fully engaged and
present.

As a physician, Mom and proud citizen of Baltimore City, | desire to see justice upheld to the
benefit of all involved and therefore | fully support HP 1440. Thank you for reviewing my written
testimony in favor of HB 1440.
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Sincerely,

ke

Dr. Melanie Nies, Pediatric Cardiologist

HB1440- FAVOR

Work address: Johns Hopkins Hospital Child Center 1800 Orleans St., Baltimore, MD 21287
Phone number 410 955-5987

Email: mniesl@jhmi.edu

Residential address can be provided upon request, but | prefer for it not to be public domain




