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2A Maryland 
P.O. Box 8922 • Elkridge, MD 21075 

2A@2AMaryland.org 

Senate Bill 0443 
Trafficking Regulated Firearms - Felony Classification 

FAVORABLE 

Since 1988, the Maryland General Assembly has enacted at least thirty-four-gun related 
laws, which have demonstrated little to no impact on criminal behavior. However, they 
do make it more expensive and burdensome for Maryland’s law-abiding citizens to 
exercise their Constitutional Rights. 

Under current law, criminals who flaunt both State and Federal laws by illegal trafficking 
firearms to supply criminals in Maryland risk only a misdemeanor offense in the event 
they are arrested, charged and convicted. Even upon conviction, no minimum sentence 
provision applies. This seems incongruous given the use of a handgun in the commission 
of a crime (a misdemeanor offense) carries a 5-year minimum sentence. A current 
television PSA contends the “system is rigged” and in a sense, it is. Current legislation 
on firearms trafficking favors the criminal simply because the law is too lenient. 

We recommend amendments to include the following: 
• A 5-year minimum sentence without parole for those persons convicted of

trafficking firearms in Maryland.
• Each firearm shall be a separate offense.

While Senate Bill 0443 is not as strong as it could and should be, it is a step in the right 
direction. 

We urge a favorable report on Senate Bill 0443. 

Respectfully, 

John H. Josselyn 
2A Maryland 
02/05/2025 
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