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Dear Chair Clippinger and House Judiciary Committee,

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of HB 39. My name is Claudia Taccheri and |
am a medical student at the Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine. | am writing today to
express support for HB 39 to decriminalize the transmission of HIV.

Laws which criminalize the transmission of HIV have proven ineffective and counterproductive
to public health policies. Studies have shown that HIV criminalization laws do not reduce
infection rates and that they further stigmatize people with HIV and discourage engagement with
evidence-based prevention and harm reduction practices.>?2 Thus, such laws have been opposed
by several public health organizations, including the Center for Disease Control and Prevention,
the National Alliance of State and Territorial AIDS Directors and the Council of State and
Territorial Epidemiologists.

The decriminalization of HIV transmission is also an important measure to improve health
equity. Black, Latino, and LGBTQ+ communities are disproportionately impacted by HIV,
receive lower rates of treatment and viral suppression, and are adversely affected by the
inequitable implementation and enforcement of HIV criminalization laws. 4567891011 |
Maryland, 30% of the population is Black but 82% of all HIV-related cases were brought against
Black people, demonstrating that these laws are disproportionately used against a community
that faces significant marginalization from healthcare.!?

The landscape of HIV care has changed dramatically since this prohibition went into effect, and
the time has come to bring the law up to date with medical and public health research and
evidence on effective prevention and treatment strategies. | respectfully urge this committee to
return a favorable report on HB 39.

Thank you for your time and consideration

Claudia Taccheri

928 N. Calvert Street
Baltimore MD, 21202
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