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Social Work Advocates for Social Change strongly supports SB 828, which seeks to
ameliorate the impact of the repeal of the federal policy that limited ICE access to
sensitive locations.! This bill requires the Attorney General to develop guidelines to
limit immigration enforcement at sensitive locations in Maryland - including public
schools, public libraries, and state run healthcare facilities, and other public gathering
places - as allowable under federal and state law. SWASC strongly believes in
Marylanders’ right to live, access resources, and gather in community spaces without
fear of ICE presence, thereby promoting greater well-being for all community
members.

Protecting schools as sensitive locations ensures students' right to an education. As a
social work intern at a Maryland high school, I have seen the increase in stress, anxiety
and worry caused by the threat of ICE’s presence on the immigrant community. This
has affected our students' attendance, ability to pay attention in class, and overall
mental health symptoms and wellness. Data supports these trends we are seeing at our
school. In 2020, schools in districts with high deportation rates showed a higher
achievement gap between Latino and white students in math as well as increased
absenteeism.” School attendance has been impacted for students with friends or family
affected by ICE raids, such as a case in a Tennessee school in April 2018 where 500
students were absent the day after a raid.” Witnessing an arrest can be traumatic for the
family members, the students, and staff who are present. A report by the Migration
Policy Institute finds that the threat of deportation led to trauma originating from
witnessing a family member be arrested.* By creating guidelines for sensitive
locations, the Maryland Attorney General has the potential to support the principles
of the 14th Amendment, which ensures all people in the US the right to a public
education.

ICE presence in schools decreases public safety, negatively affecting the school
climate. School can serve as a positive influence for students, increasing their
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well-being, achievement, and development. However, when students are alienated by
racism and fear, they cannot successfully participate in school. Exclusionary,
unwelcoming, and unsafe environments negatively impact the overall school climate.
According to an UnidosUS survey, 92% of educators responded that their classroom
climate has been affected by enforcement concerns, impacting their students” ability to
learn. More than 50% reported observing increases in verbal and physical bullying and
harassment of students based on their perceived immigration status.’ In contrast, a
positive school climate can positively influence the health of children and school
personnel, both educationally and psychologically. It can promote higher morale and
improve student achievement, preparing them for success beyond the school
environment.® SB 828 would decrease the fear of ICE presence in schools, helping
students feel safer and less targeted, therefore supporting their well-being and success
in school.

Protecting sensitive locations promotes Marylanders” access to health. From late 2016,
doctors and service providers have seen an increase in the number of children showing
stress and anxiety related to behavioral changes such as toxic stress due to one family
member being deported.” By designating hospitals or other health institutions as
sensitive locations, SB 828 takes steps to protect children and family’s access to care.

Protecting courthouses as sensitive locations ensures noncitizens the right to a fair
trial. Noncitizens face intimidation when deciding to go to court, uncertain if ICE will
be waiting outside or if court staff and prosecutors are collaborating with ICE. As ICE
arrests go up, noncitizens are increasingly not appearing in court out of fear, resulting in
losing their constitutional right to a jury trial.® A study found that 77% of professionals
working with immigrants in court reported that their clients expressed fear of pursuing
the cases or appearing in court due to the risk of arrest or detention by ICE.’”

Social Work Advocates for Social Change urges a favorable report on SB 828 to
protect people’s fundamental rights, maintain public safety, and demonstrate
Maryland’s commitment to the well-being of its residents.

Social Work Advocates for Social Change is a coalition of MSW students at the University of Maryland School of Social Work

that seeks to promote equity and justice through public policy and to engage the communities impacted by public policy in the
policymaking process.
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