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THE MARYLAND HOUSE OF DELEGATES

ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401

Bill: HB 977 - Criminal Law - Manslaughter by Vehicle or Vessel - Increased Penalties
(Jamari's Law)

Position: Favorable

Good afternoon, Chair Clippinger, Vice Chair Bartlett, and members of the Judiciary Committee.
My name is Delegate Brian Crosby, and I am here today to present HB 977, Jamari’s Law.

This legislation is named for Jamari Duckett, who was a resident of St. Mary’s County. In 2022,
Jamari was killed in a car accident caused by a drunk driver, who was found to be driving at
speeds between 76 and 91 miles per hour in a 40-mile-per-hour speed limit zone. Jamari was
only eighteen years old. You will hear from the Duckett family today, as well as many other
families whose loved ones were taken from them far too soon, in such a brutal and violent way.

Under current law, a first offense for manslaughter by vehicle or vessel (gross negligence) carries
a maximum of 10 years in prison, while subsequent offenses carry a maximum of 15 years. Since
such a crime is considered a “non-violent” offense, those convicted could be eligible for parole
after serving as little as one-quarter of their sentence. That means that even when a person is
sentenced to the maximum sentence, they can still be released from prison after serving as little
as 2.5 years. Although the driver who killed Jamari Duckett was sentenced to the maximum
possible sentence of 10 years in prison, he could still be released in as little as 2.5 years. This bill
will increase the maximum penalties to 20 and 30 years, respectively.

It is important to note that this bill will not create a mandatory minimum. It will only give judges
greater flexibility when sentencing people found guilty of this crime.

I respectfully request a favorable report on HB 977. Thank you for your consideration.
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My life change that night when a drunk driver recklessly took my son Jamari away from/us.
Jamari was a bright and ambitious young black man, who laid out his path to success with
college as his next step only to have a careless drunk driver block his path with a fatal blow
from a truck plowing down on him like a tank to a bicycle; he had no chance. This is reckless
and a disregard for life when you get behind the wheel drunk and driving over the speed limit.
That could have been you, me, your kid(s), parents, or grandparents in that car, and to only get
10years and out a few years later on probation is a slap to all the families that have lost
someoneto drunk driving. Send a message and increase the penalty for murder because that
is what it is with a vehicle is no different than a gun, just a bigger bullet. | know Jamari was
going contribute to make the world a better place to live, so let’s help him stillaccomplish that
goal and pass Jamari’s law.
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February 19, 2025
BiLL NuMBER: House Bill 977 - First Reader

SHORT TITLE: Criminal Law - Manslaughter by Vehicle or Vessel - Increased Penalties
(Jamari's Law)

DEPARTMENT’S POSITION: SUPPORT

EXPLANATION OF DEPARTMENT’S POSITION

HB 977 enhances public safety by increasing the maximum periods of incarceration for those convicted
of manslaughter by motor vehicle and/or vessel. By doubling the maximum period of incarceration, the
bill promotes the threat of harsher penalties that can discourage individuals from engaging in reckless or
negligent behavior that could lead to manslaughter. It serves as a reminder that there are serious
consequences for actions that result in harm to others, especially when those actions are avoidable, like
reckless driving or boating. Increasing penalties may help ensure that those who cause fatalities due to
reckless behavior face consequences that reflect the severity of their actions. This can be seen as a way to
hold individuals more accountable for the lives lost due to their negligence or disregard for safety.

Stronger penalties can encourage behavior change and repentance in offenders while also providing a sense
of justice for the families of victims, especially if they feel that the existing penalties are too lenient for the
loss of life caused by someone else’s careless actions.

The notion is that harsher sentences might bring a sense of closure to those affected. Longer sentences
might also provide an additional layer of protection for society by keeping individuals who have
demonstrated reckless behavior off the roads or waterways for longer periods. This can reduce the
likelihood of repeat offenses.

The introduction of stricter penalties acts as a deterrent to reckless actions, promoting safer driving /
boating practices and reducing the likelihood of accidents.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

The maximum incarceration penalties established in the bill are doubled than what is currently established.
Currently, the maximum penalty for Manslaughter by vehicle or vessel (Gross negligence) is
imprisonment not exceeding 10 years or a fine not exceeding $5,000 or both (the bill proposes 20-year
incarceration). For those that violate this section, having previously been convicted under this section, §
2-210, 8 2-503, 8§ 2-504, 8 2-505, § 2-506, or § 3-211 of this article, or 8§ 21-902 of the Transportation
Avrticle, current law has a maximum penalty of imprisonment not exceeding 15 years or a fine not
exceeding $10,000 or both (bill proposes 30 year incarceration).

Contact: Emily Wilson, Director, Legislative and Constituent Services (Acting)
emilyh.wilson@maryland.gov ¢ 410-260-8426 (office) ¢ 443-223-1176 (cell)



BILL EXPLANATION

The bill increases the maximum periods of imprisonment for an individual convicted of manslaughter by
vehicle or vessel. It also increases the maximum period of imprisonment penalties for those charged and
having been previously convicted of homicide by vehicle/vessel while impaired by alcohol and/or drugs.
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July 9,2022 is a day my entire family will never forget. My mom, who is Jamari’s great aunt had spent the
night at my apartment in Abberly Crest. She woke me up in the wee hours that morning saying there was
a bad accident in front of the neighborhood. My friend had told me earlier he was on the way to my house
but never arrived. | panicked and got up and got dressed just to make sure he wasn’t involved. | drove up
the street but didn’t see his car. What a relief | was thinking to myself. Still sending a prayer up to
whomever was involved because the scene looked pretty bad. | got back home and told my mother what |
saw. We talked and dozed off just to be awakened by a phone call that Jamari was involved in that
terrible accident. | just hugged this young man a few nights before at his job. He always showed any of
his family the utmost respect and genuine love whenever we encountered each other. We gathered at the
hospital with some kind of glimpse of hope. Praying our hearts out that Jamari would pull through. He
didn’t. Our family is still devastated by the loss. And to know that the person who took this precious soul
away from us will be able to walk freely in such a short amount of time is unbelievable. How is it that a
young man that just graduated with his entire life ahead of him be taking away from us so soon? But the
person who took Jamari from his family will be allowed to be free. He can see his children. He will be able
to breathe this fresh air that law abiding citizens breathe. A life time of prison is not enough yet alone 10
years. So | am asking on behalf of my family to please increase the maximum penalty to 20 years. Jamari
was a son, brother, grandson, nephew, cousin and friend to so many. This law needs to be passed to
hold drunk drivers responsible for taking someone’s life.

Respectfully,
Michelle Bennett
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Dear Maryland Judicial Proceedings Committee,

| hope this letter finds you well. | want yo thank you for taking the yine yo read my letter. Prayerfully, my
family and i can get a positive outcome.

July 9, 2022, Jamari Duckett became a victim from the hands of a drunk driver. Jamari, unfortunately
passed away. Jamari is the 9th family member who has lost their life due to a drunk driver, with Jamari
being the youngest. Seeing Jamari lay in that hospital bed, face disfigured, head swollen, laying there
lifeless, will be a image | will live with for life. How can someone be that irresponsible? Jamari was
young, vibrant, a law abiding citizen. To die in such manor as he did, leaving a tremendous impact leads
me of asking you to consider increasing the maximum penalty for manslaughter by vehicle or vessel

Increasing manslaughter by vehicle or vessel will help people who do drink and drive think twice and be
more responsible and not do so. There are people in my community who have killed and injured their
own children drunk driving, walking free with bare minimum consequences. It's not fair to the victims, the
families and more than likely, they will do it again, causing yet another untimely death. We have to take
more action and hold these offenders accountable.

Thank you for taking the time out to read my letter.

Sincerely,

Dana Goldsby
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Dear Maryland Judicial Proceedings Committee,

| am writing this letter in hopes that you all will take my letter into consideration of increasing the
maximum penalty of imprisonment for manslaughter by vehicle or vessel to 20 years.

In July of 2022, our family lost a smart, loving, caring and peaceful sole by the name of Jamari Tyrese
Duckett. Jamari always kept a beautiful and bright smile on his face.

This tragic loss of Jamari has affected our family and the community so much and in many different ways.
We all miss Jamari daily. Jamari was a family oriented person, a hard worker, a very intelligent kid and
most importantly very supportive when it came to his siblings.

In conclusion of this letter, our family is asking that you find it in your heart to place Jamari's law in
enactment. This law would help prevent others from driving while under the influence due to the increase
of the maximum penalties.

Thank you for taking the time to read my letter.

Respectfully,
Mieke N. Stewart
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Deejay Smi Waldorf  MD

20013 United Stat
20678 United Stat
35904 United Stat
20865 United Stat
20646 United Stat
20653 United Stat
20653 United Stat
20653 United Stat
21613 United Stat
20720 United Stat
20653 United Stat
20657 United Stat
20685 United Stat
20653 United Stat
21403 United Stat
20653 United Stat
29579 United Stat
20910 United Stat
20653 United Stat
20653 United Stat
20636 United Stat
20619 United Stat
20601 United Stat
20653 United Stat
20653 United Stat
20653 United Stat
20639 United Stat
21275 United Stat
20653 United Stat
20678 United Stat
20650 United Stat
22042 United Stat
20650 United Stat
20659 United Stat
20690 United Stat
76044 United Stat
20772 United Stat
20653 United Stat
20001 United Stat
20678 United Stat
21215 United Stat
20653 United Stat
20013 United Stat
20785 United Stat
20910 United Stat
20619 United Stat
20603 United Stat

2/2/2025
2/2/2025
2/2/2025
2/2/2025
2/2/2025
2/2/2025
2/2/2025
2/2/2025
2/2/2025
2/2/2025
2/2/2025
2/2/2025
2/2/2025
2/2/2025
2/2/2025
2/2/2025
2/2/2025
2/2/2025
2/2/2025
2/2/2025
2/2/2025
2/2/2025
2/2/2025
2/2/2025
2/2/2025
2/2/2025
2/2/2025
2/2/2025
2/2/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025



Kienna Cur District Hei MD
Taniya Gol(Lexington F MD
April Ryan California MD
Endia Stinn Randallstor MD
Sienna Poll California MD
Velma Swa Suitland  MD
Tomeshia F Lexington F MD
Pamela Te: Goose Cree SC

Derrick DayWashingto DC
Jamia Ranc Lexington FMD
Linda rems Annapolis MD
Matt Bissol Ellicott City MD
Jasmine MiCharlotte NC
Mylah BrocHampton VA
Treon Bark Orlando  FL

Christoph (Baltimore MD
Kyndle Chr Laurel MD
Kainat Rau:Brooklyn NY
Jakaylin G. Columbia MD
Giana WariOrlando  FL

Tyler Taylo Waldorf ~ MD
Katlin Wilki Lexington F MD
Danee Bisc California MD
Desiree Sm Lexington FMD
Kenny turn Silver Sprin MD
Ellayzia Wa Lexington F MD
ANaija Busl Great Mills MD
Tiana Thon Lexington F MD
Sherry Mrc Lexington F MD
christina Fe Mechanics' MD
brian j Georgetow TX

Alana Gani WashingtoI DC
Kee Spicer Lexington FMD
Shaun Bow Lehigh Acre FL

Anthony W Brooklyn  NY
Brianna GriWashingto DC
James Wat Alexandria VA
Aliza Shern Dayton OH
Taylor Deai Mechanics' MD
Charlae Ho District Hei MD
Jonathan G Lexington F MD
Quinton Pe Fairfax VA
David Gree McLean VA
Kenny Crav Lynchburg VA
Kim Erion Great Mills MD
Linda Dyso Washingto DC
Johnejah SiLeonardtov MD

20747 United Stat
20653 United Stat
20619 United Stat
21133 United Stat
20619 United Stat
20746 United Stat
20653 United Stat
29445 United Stat
20013 United Stat
20653 United Stat
21403 United Stat
21043 United Stat
28215 United Stat
23669 United Stat
32805 United Stat
21216 United Stat
20724 United Stat
11208 United Stat
21046 United Stat
32827 United Stat
20602 United Stat
20653 United Stat
20619 United Stat
20653 United Stat
20906 United Stat
20653 United Stat
20634 United Stat
20620 United Stat
20653 United Stat
20659 United Stat
78628 United Stat
56972 United Stat
20653 United Stat
33936 United Stat
11237 United Stat
20002 United Stat
22304 United Stat
45458 United Stat
20659 United Stat
20747 United Stat
20653 United Stat
22032 United Stat
22102 United Stat
24502 United Stat
20634 United Stat
20008 United Stat
20902 United Stat

2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025



Carley Nori Lexington FMD
Desiree Bu Lexington FMD
Madison W Baltimore MD
Pat Taylor Waldorf MD
Shayron M California MD
Catelynn V Jacksonville NC
Brittany Gil California MD
William Fai Fairfax Stat VA
Tamia WauSt.Marys MD
Ashley Boa Great Mills MD
Kirby Camg Newport N VA
Richard An Lexington F MD
Ocasio, DelPark Hall MD
William Ha California MD
SONJA GLA Elkhart IN

Gary McClc Laurel MD
Jayla S California MD
Stephon Ct Waldorf  MD
Frank Riffle McLean VA
Keith Small Hyattsville MD
Victoria Cu Lexington FMD
Rodney Wz Washingto DC
Paula Wald Charlotte F MD
Taylor Holt Alexandria VA
Jane Lough Great Mills MD
George Fra Lorton VA
Kayla Nelsc Lexington F MD
Ceandra Sc Great Mills MD
Corey Kane Waldorf  MD
Chrissy Clir Leonardtov MD
Lester Dysc Lexington FMD
Abreona Gi Fayetteville NC
Sadie Berry Lexington F MD
Joy Bowen Huntingtov MD
Megan Mu Middle RiviMD
Brandie Gr«Silver Sprin MD
Vaughn Evi Waldorf  MD
Dallas Robe¢ Prince Fredc MD
Marlis Que Lexington  MD
Pamela Be: California MD
Amber Ste\ Lexington F MD
Shante Bor Lexington F MD
Deirdre Jol Lexington FMD
Jabriya Wa Smyrna DE

Jeneen Smi California MD
Sharisse Sw Falls Churcl/ VA
Zelma Som Lexington F MD

20653 United Stat
20653 United Stat
21224 United Stat
20602 United Stat
20619 United Stat
28546 United Stat
20619 United Stat
22039 United Stat
20619 United Stat
20634 United Stat
23608 United Stat
20653 United Stat
20636 United Stat

20619-511' United Stat

46514 United Stat
20707 United Stat
20619 United Stat
20603 United Stat
22101 United Stat
20785 United Stat
20653 United Stat
20001 United Stat
20622 United Stat
22312 United Stat
20634 United Stat
22079 United Stat
20653 United Stat
20634 United Stat
20602 United Stat
20650 United Stat
20653 United Stat
28306 United Stat
20653 United Stat
20639 United Stat
21220 United Stat
20910 United Stat
20602 United Stat
20678 United Stat
22311 United Stat
20619 United Stat
20653 United Stat
20653 United Stat
20653 United Stat
19977 United Stat
20619 United Stat
22042 United Stat
20653 United Stat

2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025



Stacey Curi Lexington FMD
Joyce Curti Hyattsville MD
Bridgett Cl: Fairfax VA
Sharon Fari Hollywood MD
Errol Morri Washingto DC
Rena Maso Fort Bennir GA
Sharnna Ly Great Mills MD
Monique D Lexington FMD
Willis Comi Port Repuk MD
Dustin McF Washingto DC
Kaibrianna Lexington F MD
katie Howa Lexington F MD
Pamela Bri: Lexington F MD
John Effer Fairfax VA
kb Washingto DC
Jessica Spe Alexandria VA
Laprea Bry: Washingto DC
Sophia Blar Mt. Airy  MD
Kay Bailey Mechanics' MD
Courtney HAlexandria VA
Sarah Mere Alexandria VA
Mautrice Q Great mills MD
Laura Delal Atlanta GA
Joan Chanc Onancock VA
Sierra Barn California MD
Nickole Mc Grand Praii TX

Gisselle Lo} Washingto/ DC
Shelisha Hc Lexington FMD
Towanda E Leonardtov MD
Tyra Smith Waldorf  MD
Anthony P: Leonardtov MD
David Jord: Drayden =MD
Jessica Salz Springfield VA
Patricia Eas Lexington F MD
Avianca Ph LeonardtovMD
Marsha Bla Mechanics' MD
Miranda M Washingto DC
Logan Berr Washingto DC
Heather Pc Centreville VA
Taylor Knoi California MD
Sheila Milb Hollywood MD
Michelle Bt Falls Churcl VA
Melinda Pa Washingto DC
MISS CARQ Washingto DC
Siesha Jone 40595 paln MD
Colette Thc Lexington f MD
Bonita Lyle Prince Fred MD

20653 United Stat
20783 United Stat
22030 United Stat
20636 United Stat
20307 United Stat
31905 United Stat
20634 United Stat
20653 United Stat
20676 United Stat
20036 United Stat
20653 United Stat
20653 United Stat
20653 United Stat
22030 United Stat
20002 United Stat
22304 United Stat
20011 United Stat
21771 United Stat
20659 United Stat
22302 United Stat
22309 United Stat
20634 United Stat
30310 United Stat
23417 United Stat
20619 United Stat
75052 United Stat
20009 United Stat
20653 United Stat
20650 United Stat
20602 United Stat
20650 United Stat
20630 United Stat
22151 United Stat
20653 United Stat
20650 United Stat
20659 United Stat
20002 United Stat
20011 United Stat
20120 United Stat
20619 United Stat
20636 United Stat
22042 United Stat
20009 United Stat
20001 United Stat
20650 United Stat
20653 United Stat
20678 United Stat

2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/3/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025



Michael WiFalls Churcl VA
Kimberly B Pasadena MD
Regina Bon Washingto DC
Keaira Broc Washingto DC
Jessica Proi Washingto DC
Christine hi Washingto/ DC
Karen Thor Washingto DC
Lamont Ha Lexington FMD
Yatisha Thc Prince Frec MD
Ikea Fletch: Chaptico MD
Deshne Th¢Silver Sprin MD
Amanda N¢California MD
Megan Mo Crofton ~ MD
Quiana Ma Alexandria VA
Quan Youn Lexington FMD
Maureen N Alexandria VA
Jan Withers

Rhonda ShiLexington FMD
Crystal My«Rockville

Mary Fustii Lexington FMD
Phillicia Ro' Upper Mar MD
Phillip Roy Bowie MD
Smith Takis Lexington F MD
Sabrina Ray Hyattsville MD
Mike Zales| Annapolis MD
Liv Liebert Washingto DC
Linda Gadd Lawerncev IL
Juanda Rog Centreville MD
Danielle Ca Alexandria VA
Priscilla Re(Lexington F MD
Cassie Ewa Baltimore MD
Deborah D' Lexington F MD
Richard Lec4507 Wind MD
Kari Dawso Washingto DC
jen Saville Dameron MD
Wendy Har Buffalo NY
Bernice Sm Port Went\ GA
Zaiera Ducl Arlington VA
Sandra Doy WashingtoI DC
Tia Brown Orlando FL
Ayanna Gr: Lusby MD
Devin Broo Lexington F MD
Tevin Gree Falls Churcl VA
Omar Gray Port Repuk MD
Toyin Allen Falls Churcl VA
Zoa Franco Cumberlan MD
Kennedy Se Alexandria VA

22042 United Stat
21122 United Stat
20001 United Stat
20002 United Stat
20002 United Stat
20001 United Stat
20001 United Stat
20653 United Stat
20678 United Stat
20621 United Stat
20902 United Stat
20619 United Stat
21114 United Stat
22304 United Stat
20653 United Stat
22311 United Stat

United Stat
20653 United Stat
20850 United Stat
20653 United Stat
20774 United Stat
20721 United Stat
20653 United Stat
20785 United Stat
21409 United Stat
20011 United Stat
62439 United Stat
21617 United Stat
22304 United Stat
20653 United Stat
21215 United Stat
20653 United Stat
20832 United Stat
20020 United Stat
20628 United Stat
14215 United Stat
31407 United Stat
22213 United Stat
20008 United Stat
32839 United Stat
20657 United Stat
20653 United Stat
22042 United Stat
20676 United Stat
22042 United Stat
21502 United Stat
22304 United Stat

2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025



Tammy Bri LaPlata MD
Destiny Sct Washingto DC
Tahj Brisco Lexington F MD
Marietta ScChesapeak MD
Destini Smi California MD
Dom B Huntingtov MD
Darcel Carr McLean VA
Michele Ca Patuxent R MD
Bri Gray  Lusby MD
Edouard Be Springfield VA
K’'Leyah Fai Owings MD
Johans Bro Prince Fred MD
mya Gray Hughesville MD
Alivia TorncHuntingtov MD
Bradly Oso Woodbridg VA
Pam Thom:La Plata MD
Cortravius . Washingto/ DC
Charli Herc Arlington VA
khalilyah Ricalvert cou MD
Karleigh Lis Lexington F MD
deaura bisc Washingto/ DC
Dakota Toy California MD
Krystal lam Edgewater MD
W Adams York PA
Daija Clagg Silver Sprin MD
Unique Kee Falls Churcl VA
Brenda Rici Prince Fred MD
Tatyana Joi Prince Fred MD
D Bess Chesapeak MD
Alexandra , Capitol Hei MD
Alexis Stan Alexandria VA
Nashia Mit: Owings MD
Kaela Boon Capitol Hei MD
Damita Che Lusby MD
Arnisha We Waldorf ~ MD
Shadina Ro Prince Frec MD
Leslie Soko Huntingtov MD
Kiara Magr Prince Fred MD
Amir Ruslai Washingto DC
Cindy Mc C Mechanics' MD
Tyfani Blac Lusby MD
Charne Gar Lusby MD
Collette Srr Lusby MD
Vashon Ab; Hyattsville MD
Latoya JontOxon Hill MD
Kayleigh Be Huntingtov MD
Erica Short Glen Burni¢MD

20646 United Stat
20001 United Stat
20653 United Stat
20732 United Stat
20619 United Stat
20639 United Stat
22101 United Stat
20670 United Stat
20657 United Stat
22153 United Stat
20736 United Stat
20678 United Stat
20637 United Stat
20639 United Stat
22191 United Stat
20646 United Stat
20012 United Stat
22205 United Stat
20685 United Stat
20653 United Stat
20001 United Stat
20619 United Stat
21037 United Stat
17403 United Stat
20902 United Stat
22042 United Stat
20678 United Stat
20678 United Stat
20732 United Stat
20743 United Stat
22312 United Stat
20736 United Stat
20743 United Stat
20657 United Stat
20602 United Stat
20678 United Stat
20639 United Stat
20678 United Stat
20007 United Stat
20659 United Stat
20657 United Stat
20657 United Stat
20657 United Stat
20784 United Stat
20745 United Stat
20639 United Stat
21061 United Stat

2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/4/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025



Sarah Foste Chesapeak MD
Amiya Jone Lusby MD
Nicole BrocMcLean VA
Taylor Spic california MD
Kailey Pars: Jacksonville FL

Camryne FiNew Orleal LA

Jay Ebersol Washingto DC
Tavia Some Lexington FMD
Kaylah Bart Leonardtov MD
Chandra G: Lusby MD
Tia Brooks Prince Frec MD
Jamya Ducl Great Mills MD
Lauren Rok Saint Leon: MD
Jay Lyles  Hyattsville MD
jkhiya Broa Lexington F MD
Kabias Bucl Owings MD
Donna Stru Cumberlan MD
Justyn Harr Baltimore MD
Shia G Waldorf MD
Jasmine Ca Lusby MD
Tatyanna S Washingto DC
Phyllis Schy Saint Leon: MD
Anysha Ch: Calvert MD
denise jaco Lusby MD
crystal Gru Washingto DC
Janiyah Yot Ashburn VA
GlendYy Cc Brooklyn  MD
Trey Hawk Prince Frec MD
Darryl Whij 21910 A w¢ MD
Sofia West Prince Frec MD
Marshayla Lexington F MD
Crea Stewa Jacksonville FL

Navaeh Go Lexington F MD
Rachel Tho California MD
Zhane Norr Atlanta GA
Emiri Chirik prince fred MD
Sheena But Prince Frec MD
Justine Wil Huntingtov MD
Imani Hill Winston-Se NC
nazareign v Washingtoi DC
Izuku Mido Silver Sprin MD
Audrey Gar Newport N VA
Chainiah Jc Lexington F MD
Erin abell Mechanics' MD
Margery de Saint Leon: MD
lakia spenc Huntingtov MD
Norris Skell Cookeville TN

20732 United Stat
20657 United Stat
22101 United Stat
20619 United Stat
32246 United Stat
20657 United Stat
20016 United Stat
20653 United Stat
20650 United Stat
20657 United Stat
20678 United Stat
20634 United Stat
20685 United Stat
20785 United Stat
20653 United Stat
20736 United Stat
21502 United Stat
21215 United Stat
20601 United Stat
20657 United Stat
20001 United Stat
20685 United Stat
20657 United Stat
20657 United Stat
20002 United Stat
20149 United Stat
21225 United Stat
20678 United Stat
20653 United Stat
20678 United Stat
20653 United Stat
32211 United Stat
20653 United Stat
20619 United Stat
30316 United Stat
20678 United Stat
20678 United Stat
20639 United Stat
27103 United Stat
20001 United Stat
20903 United Stat
23606 United Stat
20653 United Stat
20659 United Stat
20685 United Stat
20639 United Stat
38506 United Stat

2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025



Isabella Pe:Huntingtov MD
Tristan Har Lusby MD
Melissa Zel Lusby MD
ADaytra Be Alexandria VA
D’Asia Bisci Lexington F MD
Melissa Sze Upper Mar MD
TyQuan Jar Virginia Bei VA
Patrick Pizz Huntingtov MD
Tyaliyah W Falls Churcl VA
Kaniah lee Chesapeak MD
Irene Light Vienna VA
Holly Dalry Huntingtov MD
Lizzii Jones Silver Sprin MD
Niko Jones Lexington FMD
Martrel Me Silver Sprin MD
Josh Swan Washingto/ DC
makya clar Saint Leon: MD
Hannah Ge Charlotte F MD
Patricia EbyAnnapolis MD
Mattison h Montross VA
Rebecca Cc Lexington F MD
Trajan Free Prince Frec MD
Latonya Jol California MD
Aisha Milbt Leonardtov MD
Tobriana G Chesapeak MD
Derek Mey Alexandria VA
Christy Stai Prince Fredc MD
Ali Jimenez Falls Churcl VA
TE Prince Fredc MD
Charlotte N Centreville MD
Morianna THouston  TX
Brandi Rad California MD
KaylaG  Alexandria MD
KYLAJAH LE Alexandria VA
Shileka Smi California MD
Jyreka Tols Lexington F MD
Alexis Mull Lexington F MD
Rachel Oliv Lexington F MD
Aza'Rene V Lexington F MD
Brandi Wils Lexington F MD
Tina Smith Lexington FMD
Serena Davis (Student)
Kellie N Falls Churcl VA
Janae Blake Hollywood MD
Hollie McA St. Petersb FL
Someone S Woodbridg VA
Khyri Harrit Mechanics' MD

20639 United Stat
20657 United Stat
20657 United Stat
22312 United Stat
20653 United Stat
20772 United Stat
23452 United Stat
20639 United Stat
22042 United Stat
20732 United Stat
22180 United Stat
20639 United Stat
20902 United Stat
20653 United Stat
20902 United Stat
20307 United Stat
20685 United Stat
20622 United Stat
21401 United Stat
22520 United Stat
20653 United Stat
20678 United Stat
20619 United Stat
20650 United Stat
20732 United Stat
22305 United Stat
20678 United Stat
22042 United Stat
20678 United Stat
21617 United Stat
77002 United Stat
20618 United Stat
20653 United Stat
22304 United Stat
20619 United Stat
20653 United Stat
20653 United Stat
20653 United Stat
20653 United Stat
20653 United Stat
20653 United Stat

United Stat
22042 United Stat
20636 United Stat
33713 United Stat
22193 United Stat
20659 United Stat

2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025
2/5/2025



Shayna Bur New York NY
Daveria Ch. Alexandria VA
Caley Dona Columbia SC
Kayla Duffy Ft. WashingMD
Jadae Shad Lexington F MD
Cynthia De Annapolis
Ingrid Cabr Washingto DC
Carson Pet Hyattsville MD
Maddie EagBismarck ND
La Juan Aye Upper Mar MD
Shyra Jone: Richmond VA
Christophe Washingto DC
Sandra Mai Lexington F MD
Marvin Rog Washingto DC
Blanche Jol Great Mills MD
Tarsha Will Arlington VA
Alyssa Harc Silver Sprin MD
Cynthia Jor Oxon Hill MD
Annette Ne Centreville MD
Kathleen CiAnnapolis MD
Aileen Sanchez

Jayde Butle Washingto DC
Zamiyah Al Hattiesburg MS
Mary Dress Falls Churcl VA
Rena Schre Malone ~ NY
Markida O Silver Sprin MD
Andre Pant Severn MD
Hailey PieriLusby MD
Cassandra Huntingtov MD
Bethany Hi Prince Frec MD
Charissa Sc Washingto/ DC
Lori Hutchi Prince Frec MD
Cindy rerig Prince Fred MD
Cassandra ' Washingto/ DC
Amelia Coc Alexandria VA
Mary jo Vo Rock Hall MD
JR Washingto DC
Keara Gree Alexandria VA
Dahnisha HUpper MallMD
Chalyn Bist North dakc ND
Vashon Bis Bismarck ND
Ebert Harrr Silver Sprin MD
Deborah Bi Arlington VA
Alexis Tyler Huntingtov MD
Amiya Wilk Waldorf  MD
James Szev Arlington VA
Sue Canfiel Centreville MD

10118 United Stat
22312 United Stat
29209 United Stat
20744 United Stat
20653 United Stat
21409 United Stat
20020 United Stat
20783 United Stat
58501 United Stat
20772 United Stat
23223 United Stat
20011 United Stat
20653 United Stat
20018 United Stat
20634 United Stat
22201 United Stat
20901 United Stat
20745 United Stat
21617 United Stat
21401 United Stat

United Stat
20007 United Stat
39402 United Stat
22042 United Stat
12953 United Stat
20902 United Stat
21144 United Stat
20657 United Stat
20639 United Stat
20678 United Stat
20002 United Stat
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JAMIE L. DYKES
STATE’S ATTORNEY

Date: February 17, 2025
Bill: HB 977
Position: Favorable

I distinctly remember my first encounter with grief. I was about 12 or 13 years old when a very dear friend
of mine was killed coming home from soccer practice by a multiple time DUI offender who was driving
drunk. He was sentenced to a mere 3 years of prison for extinguishing my friend’s life, and erasing her
potential from this world.

I remember, even at that age, asking my mom why her life wasn’t worth more?
Now, more than twenty years later, I find myself continuing to struggle for an answer to that same question.

I have the privilege of prosecuting some of Wicomico County’s most violent offenses, including the fatal
motor vehicle collisions. But the only time I have ever had a victim ask me why their loved one’s life was
not worth more was in relation to manslaughter by motor vehicle cases.

You see, these cases are a great equalizer. They show no prejudice in that you or your loved one may find
yourself a victim regardless of your gender, race, creed, religion, or how “good of a life you live.” And with
Maryland law, as we sit today, you and your loved one’s life is worth the equivalent of about 2 years.

As what happened in my last case shows, you or your loved one can be driving home in a perfectly illuminated
vehicle, driving at the correct speed limit, coming home from work when you are struck from behind by
someone driving 100 mph, by a person too thoughtless, careless, and reckless to open the app on his phone
and take an Uber home. On July 12, 2022, four hard working Haitian immigrants were driving home from
working the overnight shift at a local chicken plant. They worked there to provide the necessities for survival,
and with the hope for a better life for their children.

A college student had been working at a bar in Ocean City, and decided to drink after his shift — on his way
back to Salisbury, driving in excess of 100 mph, he ran into the back of their vehicle, sending it careening
into a tree. He killed two of the four occupants.

OrrICcE OF THE STATE’S ATTORNEY FOR Wicomico County
309 EAST MAIN STREET, P.O. BOX 1006, SALISBURY, MARYLAND 21803 TEL: 410-548-4880 FAX:410-860-2425
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Prosecutors and courts in these cases must consider not only punishment and deterrence, but also what
measures needed to be in place for public safety and rehabilitation, such as supervised probation with alcohol
monitoring for an extended period of time. This defendant was ultimately sentenced the top of the sentencing
guidelines — 20 years, with eight to be served and the balance suspended.

When I first met with one of the victim’s daughters, she was understanding and satisfied with an eight-year
sentence. But as I explained to her about parole eligibility and that this is not considered a crime of violence,
she became justifiably angry.

It was offensive to her that her mother’s preventable and violent death was not considered a “violent crime”
in the eyes of the law, and that the defendant will be parole eligible after having served only 25% of his
sentence. Even if the defendant were to have been sentenced to the maximum, 20 years for two deaths, he
would be eligible for release on parole in a mere five years, but this would not provide the necessary
supervision following his release to ensure our community’s safety.

The victim’s daughter was the same age as the defendant. Her mother worked overnight so that she could
attend college. Because of her mother’s death, she had to drop out of college and now works at that same
chicken plant in order to care for her toddler sibling. Every night she drives by the spot her mother was
needlessly taken from her.

The death of her mother, and the death of her future, felt minimized because the crime was not labeled a
violent crime. I am asking you to support the necessary changes to these laws so that we can achieve all of
the purposes of sentencing — so that our community is safer, and so that our victims feel some sense of justice.

The only way to protect the public is to reduce the number of drunk drivers on the road. The way we reduce
the number of drunk drivers on the road is by deterrence.

A sentence that permits release on parole after two years is not deterrence.

By giving the courts more time to utilize at sentencing, you are also allowing the court to have more leeway
for the important work of rehabilitation, to help ensure the continued safety of all Marylanders.

Public safety doesn’t sit solely on the shoulder of police officers, prosecutors, and judges. Today, this
important question sits with you.

I am asking you, personally and on behalf of the Office of the State’s Attorney for Wicomico County, to
please support enhanced penalties so that we can do the important work of making our roadways safer, and
so that the next time I have to sit across the table from an innocent victim’s family, I don’t have to answer
the terrible question: why wasn’t their life worth more?

Thank you

Lauren N. Bourdon, Esq.
Senior Assistant State’s Attorney
Office of the State’s Attorney for Wicomico County
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February 17, 2025

HB0977 Witness Testimony

My name is Nancy Szewczyk and | reside at 21949 Barkentine Ct., Great Mills, MD 20534. | can be contacted at
240.298.9613 or nancyszewczyk@icloud.com. | am submitting this testimony in FAVOR of HB0977, Jamari’s
Law.

| wish to thank Delegate Brian Crosby for sponsoring the House Bill and Senator Jack Bailey for sponsoring the
Senate Bill of Jamari’s Law. | have been a MD resident my entire life and member of the St. Mary’s County
community since 1995. | am a wife and a mother of three (3) daughter’s all of whom were born and raised in
St. Mary’s County MD. | am the daughter of a law enforcement officer and raised to abide by the law and
believe if the law is broken our justice system would provide the proper penalty. However, as | have come to
witness that is not always the case. There are times when the punishment of the applicable law does not fit
the severity of the crime as we find in the law for vehicular manslaughter where the maximum penalty is 10
years in MD allowing for an offender to be eligible for parole after only serving two and a half (2.5) years.

On the morning of July 9, 2022 my friend John Duckett’s son Jamari at the age of 18 was the victim of vehicular
manslaughter. It was not a nonviolent accident it was a horrific violent crime committed with a vehicle as a
weapon. | had become friends with John and Jamari as the father and son worked side by side in a local diner
my husband and | visit regularly. Jamari was a fixture working there and always greeting everyone that came
through the doors with his big infectious smile. In regularly seeing and conversing with Jamari | formed a
friendship with this aspiring young man. | became invested in him and the bright future he had before him. He
had just graduated high school and was preparing to attend college to become a mechanical engineer. He was
working two jobs. He worked at the diner and at the Sheetz convenience store saving up money for his college
expenses. He was a wonderful young man whom we loved and adored with a promising future ahead of him.
When | learned of his tragic passing it was excruciatingly heart breaking. Then | learned that our justice system
categorizes this crime as vehicular manslaughter because it was committed using a car as the weapon and
knowing the maximum penalty achievable was only 10 years brought such feelings of injustice. It shook my
faith in this justice system | so firmly have believed in my whole life. Knowing the man who killed Jamari was
driving while under the influence which is a crime in our state, so he knowingly and intentionally ignored the
law. He was driving 90mph and literally drove his truck up over and onto Jamari’s car causing such horrific
injury to Jamari that Jamari lost his life. The law states that causing death with a vehicle is manslaughter a
nonviolent crime presumably accidental in nature. However, Jamari’s death was violent and truly NOT
accidental once the choice was made to drive impaired. Therefore, to truly impart proper justice in cases like
Jamari’s there needs to be an increase in the maximum penalty. Increasing the maximum penalty would
provide proper punishment and accountability for driving while impaired and taking a life rather than calling a
friend or an uber for a ride. It would also allow time for possible rehabilitation and provide more deterrence. If
this bill was law back on July 9, 2022 and the maximum penalty was 20 years and 30 years for subsequent
conviction it may have deterred his offender from driving that night and Jamari might still be with us today
working on his mechanical engineering degree and greeting everyone at the diner with his infectious smile,
making our world a better place. However, if his offender was not deterred then at least Jamari’s family and
friends could have received true justice with an appropriate punishment for the crime.

| fully am in favor of HB0977 to allow for proper justice for vehicular manslaughter in MD. Making this bill a law
can help make our State a safer place to raise a family and when this law is not abided by it will make the
punishment more befitting of the crime restoring the communities’ and my faith in our justice system. |
respectfully urge this committee to return a favorable report on HB0977.
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Testimony in SUPPORT of SB 977/HB 1431
State and Local Agencies - Enforcement of Federal Immigration Law - Restrictions on Access
to Information (Maryland Data Privacy Act)

Senate Judiciary Proceedings Committee OR House Judiciary Committee

February 19, 2025
SB: Dear Honorable Chair Smith, Vice Chair Waldstreicher, and Members of the Committee,
HB: Dear Honorable Chair Clippinger, Vice Chair Bartlett, and Members of the Committee,

Pam Stuckey, RN, BSN is pleased to offer a favorable testimony in strong support of SB 977 /
HB 1431- State and Local Agencies - Enforcement of Federal Immigration Law - Restrictions
on Access to Information (Maryland Data Privacy Act)

| am a retired nurse who has also been involved in supporting immigrants and their
communities for many years. As someone very familiar with the health care system and more
importantly familiar with communicating with patients and ... more importantly knowing before
| ever even entered Nursing School but certainly ascribed to after becoming a nurse ... the
safety and security of every patient is THE priority AND their health is dependent on the degree
of emotional security and respect they feel and experience within the health care system.
Immigrants, regardless of their status, deserve the same safety and security as every,
regardless of their status. | know as a nurse that my success as a nurse was dependent on the
degree of trust each patient had in what | said and did. And | know if immigrants feel that they
will put themselves at risk by reaching out to the health care system they will then put their
health at greater risk.

In recent years, the erosion of data privacy protections has led to increased fear and
uncertainty within immigrant communities. The Maryland Data Privacy Act SB 977 /HB 1431
takes critical steps to restore trust by ensuring that state and local agencies, as well as law
enforcement entities, are prohibited from sharing personal information, facial recognition data,
and access to public facilities with federal immigration authorities unless a valid warrant is
presented.

| do not want to see people who are already stressed and vulnerable experience more fear. This
is contrary to my ethics as a nurse and to the values of the health care system.

| stand with immigrant communities and supports the Maryland Data Privacy Act because it
will:

Limit Access to Databases and Facilities: Law enforcement agencies and state or local
government units must deny access to sensitive data and facilities to individuals seeking to
enforce federal immigration law without a valid court-issued warrant.

Protect Personal Information: The Act prohibits the disclosure of personal data, photographs,
and biometric information, such as facial recognition scans, to federal immigration authorities
unless due legal processes are followed.

Provide Accountability and Transparency: Agencies must maintain records of all access
requests and submit annual reports to the Attorney General and the General Assembly to
ensure compliance and transparency.



Ensure Enforcement and Penalties: The Attorney General is empowered to enforce these
protections, with civil penalties for violations and disciplinary actions for state employees who
fail to comply.

This legislation is crucial not only for protecting the privacy of all Maryland residents but also
for fostering trust between immigrant communities and public institutions. By clearly
delineating the boundaries of federal immigration enforcement within our state, we promote the
values of dignity, safety, and fairness.

In 2021, this legislature took action to protect immigrants and safeguard their sensitive data.
ORG, once again calls on this legislature to act.
I/ORGANIZATION urges the committee to provide a favorable report on SB 977/HB 1431.

Pam Stuckey, RN, BSN
Kensington, MD, 20895
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Maryland State’s Attorneys’ Association
3300 North Ridge Road, Suite 185

Ellicott City, Maryland 21043 Steven L. Kroll

Rich Gibson 410-203-9881 Coordinator
President FAX 410-203-9891
DATE: February 17, 2025

BILL NUMBER: HB977

POSITION: Favorable

The Maryland State’s Attorneys’ Association (MSAA) supports House Bill 977 — Jamari’s Law — and
urges this Committee to issue a favorable report.

Jamari’s Law remedies a startling injustice that exists in Maryland law, one that trivializes the killing of
another if caused by grossly negligent conduct behind the wheel of an automobile, by increasing the
maximum penalties available to a sentencing court. The urgent need for this legislation was recognized
last session when it was passed by the Senate, not just with bipartisan support but unanimously.

Grossly negligent manslaughter by motor vehicle requires the State to prove that a defendant has engaged
in conduct that is of extreme or outrageous character and evinces a wanton or reckless disregard for
human life — this is conduct that truly shocks the conscience, and is so far removed from the realm of
ordinary civil negligence. Reported opinions discussing this offense examine scenarios like street racing
in and out of traffic at speeds exceeding 100 miles per hour,! or a particularly tragic case in which a driver
struck a pedestrian pushing a stroller with her three-year-old grandchild, and then dragged that stroller for
another half mile.?

When viewed in light of the extreme conduct required to support a conviction, the current maximum
penalty for grossly negligent manslaughter by motor vehicle — ten years — is plainly inadequate,
particularly because it is considered “nonviolent” for the purposes of parole eligibility, meaning that
individuals convicted of this offense become eligible for release on parole after having served only 25%
of their sentence. Treating this offense like misdemeanor assault (a crime which requires proof only of a
harmful or offensive physical contact but carries an identical maximum penalty) or burglary of a
storehouse (which not only carries a more severe maximum penalty, but is also treated as a violent crime
for the purposes of parole eligibility, requiring service of 50% of the sentence before consideration for
release) is insulting to families of victims after they’ve lost their loved one in a preventable and senseless
tragedy.

When a jury finds beyond a reasonable doubt that a defendant has engaged in conduct that constitutes
grossly negligent manslaughter by motor vehicle, courts need more in order to fashion a sentence that
more closely approximates justice; MSAA is again urging this Committee’s support for this critical bill.

! Henson v. State, 133 Md. App. 156 (2000).
2 DeHogue v. State, 190 Md. App. 532 (2010).
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POSITION ON PROPOSED LEGISLATION

BILL: House Bill 977 - Criminal Law - Manslaughter by Vehicle or Vessel - Increased
Penalties (Jamari’s Law)

FROM: Maryland Office of the Public Defender
POSITION: Unfavorable
DATE: 02/19/2025

The Maryland Office of the Public Defender respectfully requests that the Judiciary
Committee issue an unfavorable report on House Bill 977.

House Bill 977 doubles the statutory maximum penalty for a first conviction for
manslaughter by vehicle by increasing the penalty from 10 to 20 years, and for a second,
subsequent, conviction the bill doubles the penalty from 15 to 30 years.

Under existing law, prosecutors can charge someone with vehicular homicide if they
drove in a manner that was “grossly negligent” and killed someone. Seg, e.g., State v.
Kramer, 318 Md. 576, 590 (1990) (collecting cases). So, an alleged perpetrator need not
have intended to kill, need not have planned to kill, and need not have acted with malice
aforethought to be convicted. Yet, under current law, someone may be sentenced to 10
years for a first offense and 15 years for a second, successive, offense. Even granting, for
present purposes, that statutory maximum sentences are seldom served in their entirety, it
is difficult to conceive of the societal value (e.g. deterrence or retribution) served by
doubling the potential period of incarceration someone might be sentenced to for
accidentally causing the death of another.

For these reasons, the Maryland Office of the Public Defender urges this
Committee to issue an unfavorable report on HB 977.

Submitted by: Government Relations Division of the Maryland Office of the Public
Defender.



