
 
TO: Chair Barnes, Vice Chair Kaiser, and Members of the Appropriations Committee 

FROM: Karen Simpson, Delegate, Frederick – District 3 

Favorable with Amendment:  

HB768 – Department of Human Services – Benefits for Children in Custody – Alterations 

Hearing on 3/10/2026 at 1 PM - Appropriations 

HB 768 – Department of Human Services – Benefits for Children in Custody – Alterations 

strengthens protections for children in Maryland’s foster care system by ensuring that federal 

benefits are used to support them. 

HB768 with amendments requires the Department of Human Services (DHS) to determine when 

a child in the custody of the department is eligible and as appropriate, apply for, and serve as the 

representative payee for a child in their care receiving U.S. Department of Veteran’s Affairs (VA) 

benefits, Supplemental Security Income (SSI), or Social Security benefits.  

The child’s benefits are not to be used to reimburse the State for costs of care. The benefits are 

conserved in the child’s best interests for the child when they reach adulthood and leave care.  

The bill also requires the Department to prioritize identifying another suitable representative 

payee before serving in that role itself.  

HB 768 strengthens oversight and transparency by requiring the Department to determine a 

child’s eligibility for federal benefits within 60 days of entering care and annually thereafter, 

apply for benefits when appropriate, and provide regular information to children and their 

attorneys regarding benefit use and eligibility. The bill also requires that youth approaching 

adulthood receive guidance on accessing and maintaining benefits, transition planning, and post-

care eligibility to support their independence. 

Overall, HB 768 ensures that federal benefits intended for children in state custody are used to 

directly support their needs and future stability rather than reimbursing state expenses.  

For these reasons, I respectfully urge a favorable report with amendments on HB 768. 
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