
Adrien Malick (NHSM) speech draft for March 12 202
Uploaded by: Adrien Malick
Position: FAV



To the Honorable Chairs Senator Feldman and Delegate Wells. 

My name is Dr. Adrien Malick and I am a Trustee, Curator, and a Co-Founder of the Fossil 
Club of the Natural History Society of Maryland – the NHSM.  I am speaking in support of 
SB0035 (sponsored by Senator Jackson) and HB 0173 (sponsored by Delegate Allen). These 
bills would designate the NHSM as Maryland State’s official natural science museum.   

I strongly support this action because the NHSM, a largely volunteer organization, is critical 
to the care and protection of Maryland's natural science collections.  We are facing a 
crisis in Maryland.  As collectors retire or pass away, irreplaceable natural science 
collections need a home so they remain available for research and education and are not 
discarded into landfills.  Ongoing State support is vital in this endeavor. 

NHSM attracts passionate experts who utilize the collections and create unique 
experiences including wild edible walks, moth nights, and finding fossils - in the buildings 
of Baltimore, in quarries, and on the shores of the Chesapeake Bay.   

We have utilized the collections of NHSM and its members to create the Fossils in 
Classrooms Program.  In February we provided over 10,500 fossils to Baltimore County 
Public Schools to support the Stream Doctors program in all 371 3rd grade classrooms 
(about 8000 students).   NHSM also donated 34 Fossil Kits (over 7000 fossils) to Maryland 
Environmental and Outdoor Educators, and we are currently building Fossil Kits to be 
distributed during a Teacher Day at the Museum.   

Maryland is behind and does not yet have an official state natural science museum. The 
NHSM has been filling that role for nearly a century.  Now is the time to make NHSM an 
official state museum to protect irreplaceable collections for research and education.  
Your action will support future mentors, programs, and opportunities for the citizens of 
Maryland. 

Thank you for your time and the opportunity to share my support. 

 

((MAEOE Md Assoc for Environmental and Outdoor Education)) 
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SB 0035 (Senate Bill)  Support    Hearings;  March 12, 2026 

HB 0173 (House Bill)  Support            March 17, 2026 

          

Adrien Malick, Ph.D. 

Trustee, Paleontology Curator, and Co-Founder of the Fossil Club of the Natural History Society 

of MD 

10817 Acme Ave., Granite, MD 21163 

     

Senator Brian J Feldman, Chair 

Senate Education, Energy and Environment Committee 

2 West Miller Senate Office Building 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

Delegate Melissa Wells, Chair 

House Government, Labor and Elections Committee 

145 Lowe House Office Building 

Annapolis, MD 21401      

 

To the Honorable Chairs Senator Feldman, and Delegate Wells, 

 

My name is Dr. Adrien Malick and I am a Trustee, Curator, and a Co-Founder of the Fossil Club of 

the Natural History Society of Maryland – the NHSM.  I write in support of SB0035 (sponsored 

by Senator Jackson) and its companion bill HB 0173 (sponsored by Delegate Allen).  These bills 

would designate the Natural History Society of Maryland (NHSM) as the State’s official natural 

sciences museum.   

I strongly support this action because the NHSM is critical to the care and protection of 

Maryland's natural science collections and to the revitalization of Overlea and surrounding 

communities. We are facing a crisis in Maryland.  As collectors retire or pass away, irreplaceable 



collections of natural science materials need a home so they remain available for research and 

education and are not discarded into a landfill.  Ongoing State support is vital in this endeavor. 

I am a life-long fossil collector and retired scientist.  Working closely with NHSM enables me to 

experience and share two absolute thrills – finding fossils and then putting them in the hands of 

children. In order to reach as many students as possible, the NHSM has created the Fossils in 

Classrooms Program.  This program is unique to the NHSM and distinctive in that it trains and 

equips teachers with accessible paleontological content while placing authentic fossil specimens 

directly into students’ hands.  Teacher’s comments range from: 

• “We would not have had the funding to support such a wonderful resource” 

• “What a fantastic resource for our students without vision! We use real objects 

whenever we can to enhance the connection and real meaning for our students.” 

• “This kit is an essential accompaniment to our science unit. Our school has limited 

funding compared with other city schools and our students are at-risk. Our kids would 

be so excited to use this.” 

The Fossils in Classrooms program utilizes the collections of NHSM and its members.  In 

February of 2026 we provided over 10,500 fossils to Baltimore County Public Schools to support 

the Stream Doctors program in all 371 3rd grade classrooms.   NHSM donated 34 Fossil Kits to 

Maryland Educators as part of our participation in the Maryland Association for Environmental 

and Outdoor Education (MAEOE) conference in February, and we are currently building kits to 

be distributed during a Teacher Day at the Museum.  This enhances the education experience of 

thousands of kids and will spark life-long interests in fossils, evolution, nature, climate change 

and a host of other topics. 

NHSM attracts passionate experts who utilize the collections and make themselves available as 

curators, mentors and as invaluable leaders of trips, tours and hands-on activities.  These 

unique experiences include wild edible walks, moth nights, and finding fossils - in the buildings 

of Baltimore, in quarries, and on the shores of the Chesapeake Bay.  Outdoor experiences are 

often led by experts in their fields, and it is not unusual to be discussing the land forms, the 

paleontology, the current ecology, and referencing our collections to identify the birds, 

mushrooms, plants, and animals. 

Your approval of NHSM as the State Natural Sciences Museum will help provide a desperately 

needed collections facility for the state’s irreplaceable natural science collections, create a 

central location for natural science education and research, expand science literacy in Maryland, 

and offer an economic engine for the community. A central location will foster collaboration 

between individuals and organizations that don’t usually have the opportunity to connect with 



one another.  These collections cannot be lost to landfills.  State support is critical to these 

activities. 

Maryland is behind and does not yet have an official state natural sciences museum. The 

Natural History Society of Maryland has been filling that role for nearly a century. Now is the 

time to make NHSM an official state museum to protect irreplaceable collections for research 

and educate people about Maryland’s important role in our planet’s history.  Your action will 

support future mentors, programs, and opportunities for the citizens of Maryland. 

Thank you for your time and the opportunity to share my support. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Adrien Malick, Ph.D. 

Natural History Society of Maryland Trustee, Curator, and Fossil Club Co-Founder 
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NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY OF MARYLAND 

2025 Annual Impact Report 

 

236 
Programs Delivered 

 19 
Maryland Counties  

 13,000+ 
Catalog Records 

 $2.4 million  
Community Investment 

 

 

 

• Free public hours maintained Jan–Mar 

• 45% programming is free of charge 

 

Field Trips 83 

Club Events 48 

Online Programs 43 

Classes/Workshops 19 

Mobile Museum Events 16 

Canoe Trips 16 

PLUS: 2 teacher trainings, 5 merit badges, 1 community 
science, 3 special events  

 

 

 

• Hired full-time Collections Manager 

• Surpassed 13,000 digital records in Arctos; 400+ 
herbarium specimens pending 

• Environmental monitoring, archival rehousing & non-toxic 
pest treatment 

• New research loans with JHU, Towson University & 
Evergreen Museum 

• Hosted 6 interns across scientific disciplines 

 

 

 

    

• Retired the Ice Age in Maryland exhibit 

• Launched a digital walkthrough — accessible statewide 

• Began planning: The Geologic History of Maryland exhibit 

• Delivered Nature's Glow mobile exhibit at Ladew Gardens 

• Developed new 3rd-grade fossil kit with Baltimore County 
Public Schools 

• Began development of Junior Naturalist Program 

 

 

 

Digital Maryland 

Baltimore NeighborSpace 

Goucher College 

Pratt Library 

Frostburg State University 

IMET 

 

📱  DIGITAL & PUBLIC REACH 
 

Facebook 12,600 followers 

Instagram 2,500 followers 

YouTube 3,400 subscribers 

Watch Hours 23,000 hours 

 

2,000+ 

Volunteer & Intern Hours 
 $70,000+ 

Community Economic Impact 
 

 

Despite building closures and structural challenges, 
NHSM continued delivering statewide educational 

programming, advancing collections’ care, and 
expanding public access to Maryland's natural history. 

 

www.marylandnature.org 

🤝  NEW PARTNERSHIPS 
 

🔬  COLLECTIONS & RESEARCH 

🌿  STATEWIDE IMPACT  🦕 EXHIBITS & EDUCATION 
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SB 0035 (Senate Bill)  Support Hearings:  March 12, 2026 

HB 0173 (House Bill) .Support March 17, 2026 

 
Charles A. Davis, M. Sci. 
Trustee Emeritus, and Botany Curator of The Natural History Society of MD 
1510 Bellona Avenue, Lutherville MD 21093 
 
Senator Brian J Feldman, Chair 
Senate Education, Energy and Environment Committee 
2 West Miller Senate Office Building 
Annapolis, MD 21401 
 
Delegate Melissa Wells, Chair 
House Government, Labor and Elections Committee 
145 Lowe House Office Building 
Annapolis, MD 21401 
 
To the Honorable Chairs Senator Feldman, and Delegate Wells, 

I’m Charles Davis, Trustee Emeritus at the Natural History Society of Maryland.  
I’m here to support SB0035 and HB 0173.  I have been a volunteer at The Natural 
History Society for 40 years. I’m going to speak briefly about part of the museum 
most people never know about. 

A museum consists of two parts.  Firstly, there’s the outer museum. That’s the 
museum you experience when you visit.  That outer museum is where samples of 
collections are displayed and their stories interpreted. 

And then there’s the inner museum, where collections are housed, organized, cared 
for, and studied. These collections-of-the-past contain irreplaceable information. 
The collections are studied to answer 
important questions about medicine, 
disease, biotechnology, environmental 
management, conservation and wildlife 
studies, climate, agriculture, fisheries, 
pests, minerals, culture, recreation, 
human history, and education. The 
research findings from the inner museum 
provide the information and material for 
the outer museum. 

1 
Charles Davis testimony 2025 MD SB 0035 and HB 0173 



2 
Charles Davis testimony 2025 MD SB 0035 and HB 0173 

These Senate and House bills benefit the inner museum and helps to address an 
issue that the State and the Natural History Society of Maryland have been 
grappling with for 97 years: 

Because Maryland doesn’t have a state-designated repository, many types of 
natural science collections--like this sample from one person’s collection of 17,000 
butterflies and moths—often are lost and abandoned. We were able to obtain this 
one, but only at the last minute—because at the end-of-ones-life things like these 
personal collections are the items that executors and relatives say, “Well, what are 
we going to do with this?”  And because we don’t have a prominent state-
designated repository, these amazing collections of often end up in landfills—and 
thereby lost to all their potential societal values. 

The state designation will increase our visibility and will increase the likelihood 
that collections like these—and the information they contain—are conserved to 
become part of Maryland’s natural heritage. 

These are some of the benefits of the Senate Bill 0035 and House Bill 0173. 
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I testify today before the Senate Education, Energy, and the Environment Committee in 
support of the Apology and Acknowledgement of the State’s Responsibility in Racial 
Terror  Lynchings:  Senate Joint Resolution 3.  
 
My seven years of experience with the all-volunteer, county-wide, non-profit Prince 
George’s County Lynching Memorial Project brings me to present this testimony. PGC 
LMP’s Mission is to educate the public on the truths of our nation’s continuing legacy of 
the institution of slavery and its impact on enslaved persons and their descendants, 
memorialize victims of racial terror lynchings in our county, and advance the cause of 
racial justice and reconciliation through mutual support and collaboration. 
 
Our work brings me in contact with descendants of the victims of the county’s four 
documented racial terror lynchings and of their neighbors. As a White person, I deeply 
believe apologies are necessary for our Mission to succeed. Meaningful apologies are 
good for our souls and for our relationships. They are necessary first steps, after which 
reparative actions must be taken to address the harms to those particular families and 
communities, and to move systemically toward justice and equality in all spheres of our 
public lives. These recommendations are impactfully presented in the in the Final 
Report of your Maryland Lynching Truth and Reconciliaton Commission. Please support 
this very first step, the Apology and Acknowledgement of the State’s Responsibility in 
Racial Terror  Lynchings.   
 
Remember your childhood: when you grabbed a toy from your sibling, your parents 
insisted that you apologize, right? But your “I’m sorry” was insufficient, correct? Then 
you had to return the toy! It is too late for the return of lost lives, relationships and 
property, but it is not too late to apologize and then to make concrete amends. Please 
support Senate Joint Resolution 3.  
 
Sincerely, 
Rev. Diane Teichert 
Minister Emerita, Paint Branch Unitarian Universalist Church  
Co-chair, Prince George’s County Lynching Memorial Project 
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KATHERINE A. KLAUSMEIER       PAM KASEMEYER 
County Executive                                                                                                                                                      Director of Government Affairs  

 
BRAD KRONER 

 Deputy Director of Government Affairs  
 

KAYENDA TWESIGYE 
  State Legislative Officer 

Legislative Office | 7 State Circle | Annapolis, MD 
www.baltimorecountymd.gov 

BILL NO.:   SB 35 

TITLE:  State Designations – State Natural Science Museum – Natural Society of 
Maryland 

SPONSOR:   Senator Jackson 

COMMITTEE:  Education, Energy and the Environment 

POSITION:   SUPPORT 

DATE:   March 12, 2026 

 

Baltimore County SUPPORTS Senate Bill 35 – State Designations – State Natural Science 
Museum – Natural Society of Maryland. This bill will designate the Natural History Society of 
Maryland as the State natural science museum. 

Since the Natural History Society’s move in 2006 to 6908 Belair Road in Overlea, Baltimore 
County, it remains an important educational resource and community development lynchpin. The 
Society offers a range of activities from a neighborhood nature hike, a workshop on butterflies, a 
plant identification course, and anything in between. The society strives to bring educational and 
engaging nature-based opportunities to communities, schools, and families. 

They offer educational programs every year, including in-person lectures and tours, with 
dedicated staff and experts who are passionate about their craft. The Natural History Society has 
been a cornerstone for communities and should be recognized for the educational insight it 
provides to the public. 

Accordingly, Baltimore County urges a FAVORABLE report on Senate Bill 35 from the Senate 
Education, Energy and the Environment Committee. For more information, contact State 
Legislative Officer, Kayenda Twesigye at ktwesigye@baltimorecountymd.gov.  

 

http://www.baltimorecountymd.gov/
mailto:ktwesigye@baltimorecountymd.gov


SB 0035, Letter of Support from Dr. Stephen Godfre
Uploaded by: Stephen Godfrey
Position: FAV



SB 0035 (Senate Bill) Support March 12, 2026 
 
March 10, 2026 
 
From: Stephen J. Godfrey Ph.D. 
Curator of Paleontology, Maryland Center for Paleontology Collections and Research, 
Calvert Marine Museum, Solomons, Maryland 
Home address: 2710 Hatteras Lane, Lusby, Maryland 20657 
 
To: Senator Brian J Feldman, Chair 
Senate Education, Energy and Environment Committee 
2 West Miller Senate Office Building 
Annapolis, MD 21401 
 
To the Honorable Senator Brian J Feldman, 

I write in support of SB0035 (sponsored by Senator Jackson) and its companion bill 
HB 0173 (sponsored by Delegate Allen). These bills would designate the Natural History 
Society of Maryland as the State’s official Natural Science Museum.  
 I have known members of the senior staff (whom I think are and have always been 
volunteers) at the Natural History Society of Maryland for more than 25 years! Their 
individual and collective passion for the natural sciences is second to none. The breadth 
and number/frequency of public programs they host never ceases to amaze me. Honestly, I 
don’t know how they do so much with virtually no funding. 
 I am surprised that Maryland does not already have an official Natural Sciences 
Museum, given the importance of collecting and preserving examples of the diversity of 
organisms that call Maryland home. Members of the Natural History Society are not 
content to just house collections…those collections form the basis of the majority of the 
public educational programs for which they are so well known! We cannot afford to neglect 
educating upcoming generations on the importance of our natural world. Our survival 
depends on it. 

As a Ph.D. paleontologist and educator based at the Calvert Marine Museum in 
Solomons, Maryland, I have assisted the Natural History Society of Maryland, on a 
volunteer basis, with the development of some of their fossil-related exhibits. I have also 
spoken on many occasions to the enthusiastic members of their fossil club!  

The designation as the State’s official Natural Sciences Museum would help garner 
the support they need to continue to grow and preserve the hundreds of thousands of 
specimens highlighting Maryland's diverse and fascinating natural history. 
 Many thanks for your kind consideration. 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
Stephen J. Godfrey 


