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Не!!٥ Chairman Korman, Vice Chair Guyton and members of the Committee.

The Maryland Energy Advocates Coalition works to ensure that low-income families can afford
their utility bills through our advocacy, reporting, and consumer education.

ΗΒ648 reduces the automatic energy assistance redetermination age from 65 to 6٥, which
matches Maryland's official definition of a“senior.”

Our coalition, and our partners that signed on to this testimony, strongly support ΗΒ648 which
will expand the successful energy assistance redetermination process.

In 2022, energy advocates worked to pass SB719 to codify Maryland Office of Home Energy
Program’s (aka OHEP) energy assistance redetermination for seniors who receive fixed incomes.
SB719 reguired all OHEP local agencies to participate in automatic redetermination. Instead of
seniors re-applying for energy assistance in-person every year, under SB719, OHEP sends a
personalized redetermination letter to last year’s grant recipients aged 65 and older. Residents
confirm there's been no status change, sign and mail the redetermination letter back in apre-
stamped envelope. Their local OHEP agency certifies that fiscal year's grants. The benefits are
fewer visits into local offices, less stress on seniors, and more efficient OHEP processing.

Per OHEP reporting, in fiscal year 2025, ๅ9,1 56 redetermination letters were mailed and
17,709 were awarded energy assistance grants. A92% participation rate.

HB 648 expands this effective redetermination process to include ages 60-64 on fixed incomes.

The following organizations sign on in support of tills written testimony:

AARP Maryland
Cancer Support Foundation
Chesapeake Physicians for Social Responsibility
H o C o C l i m a t e A c t i o n

Institute for Energy and Environmental Research
National Consumer law Center, on behalf of its low-income clients
Marylanders Against Poverty

Thank you ŝ̂ nsoring this bill and we ask for afavorable report.
laurel Peltier, Chair, Maryland Energy Advocates Coalition greenlaurel7@comcast.net



Ỹ Hالا a m D S S о н б ? d a t a .
Redetermínatlon Notices !ssued to Eligible Households by County

October 2024 Oanuary 2025 ٧الال  2024 Apri! 2025 t o t a !

1 7 9A L L E G A N Y

A N N E A R U N D E L

B A L T ! M O R E

B A L T ! M O R E C ! T Y

C A L V E R T

C A R O L ! N E

C A R R O L L

C E C I L

C H A R L E S

D O R C H E S T E R

F R E D E R I C K

G A R R E T T

H A R F O R D

H O W A R D

K E N T

M O N T G O M E R Y

P R I N C E G E O R G E S

Q L J E E N A N N E S

S O M E R S E T

S T M A R Y S

T A L B O T

W A S H I N G T O N

W I C O M I C O

W O R C E S T E R

3 9 3 0 3 1 6 8 8 8

2 1 03 3 3 0 2 9 3 8 3 6

8 7 03 1 8 0 6 9 1 1,879

3,1861 , 2 8 63 4 0 0 1,560
2 61 0 1 0 1 3 4 2 6 1

91 8 9 0 1 7 8 3 7 6

6 21 9 5 0 3 2 5 5 8 2

3 8 2 0 1 9 3 31 6 0 6

5 52 2 2 0 1 9 8 4 7 5

4 503 1 8 2 0 5 5 6 8

25 9 7 0 1 7 3 7 Τ 2

85 0 5 0 7 9 5 9 2

9 23 3 9 0 4 0 3 8 3 4

1 6 06 0 0 3 8 4 6 0 4

1 5 9 0 93 9 2 0 7

4 8 87 3 0 7 8 4 1,345

1,1303 4 61 8 6 0 5 9 8

ا 51 6 1 0 1 2 6 3 0 2

1 62 6 6 0 1 7 3 4 5 5

6 23 2 5 0 1 7 6 5 6 3

1 2 2 0 1 4 2 2 7 2

4 2 9 0 5 0 2 1 4 5 1,076
4 2 4 0 3 8 5 5 5 8 6 4

2 2 2 160 2 4 5 4 8 3

T o t a l 6,659 0 ' 8,302 4,195 19,156

*October Notices have not been issued as of October 31,2024
due to delays by the CDC. Notices went out in November and will
be reflected on ttie January 2025 report published in February
2 0 2 5 .
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'January 2025 numbers are pub!!shed in February 2025.
'April 2025 numbers are published in May 2025
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Q U E E N A N N E S

S O M E R S E T

S T M A RY S

TA L B O T

岬 S H l N G T O N

Ⅷ C O M l C O

W O R C E S T E R

T O T A

Redeterm inat ion B
AppiiCatiOnS
ApProved/Receiving
Benefits by County FY 25

A L L E G A N Y

A N N E A R U N D E L

B A LT l M O R E
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LAWRENCE ل. HOGAN, JR. , Governor C h . 6 6 6

ị { M lChapter 666

(Senate Bill 719)
/

؛١
d e mAN ACT concerning

Human Services -Office of Home Energy Programs -Power to the People Pilot
P r o g r a m P e r s o n n e l a n d U n i f o r m R e d e t e r m i n a t i o n P r o c e s s

FOR the purpose of providing that certain funding for the Power to the People Phot
Program be used to hire certain part-time personnel instead of full-time personnel;
requiring the Office of Home Energy Programs to develop acertain redetermination
process to assist certain eligible energy customei's who are at least acertain age in
enrolling in energy assistance programs; and generally relating to the Office of Home
Energy Programs and energy assistance programs.

BY renumbering
A r t i c l e - H u m a n S e r v i c e s
S e c t i o n 5 - 5 Α - 0 9
t o b e S e c t i o n 5 - 5Α - 1 0
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2619 Replacement Volume and 2621 Supplement)

BY repealing and reenacting, without amendments.
A r t i c l e - H u m a n S e r v i c e s
Section 5-5A-61(d) and 5-5A-68(gRl)
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2619 Replacement Volume and 2621 Supplement)

BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments.
A r t i c l e - H u m a n S e r v i c e s
S e c t i o n 5 - 5 A - 6 8 ( g ) ( 7 )
A n n o t a t e d C o d e o f M a r y l a n d
1 2 6 1 9 R e p l a c e m e n t Vo l u m e a n d 2 6 2 1 S u p p l e m e n t )

BY adding to
M t i c l e - H u m a n S e r v i c e s
S e c t i o n 5 - 5 Α - 6 9

Annotated Code of Maryland
(2619 Replacement Volume and 2621 Supplement)

SECTION 1 . BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,
That Section(s) 5-5Α-69 of Article -Human Services of the Annotated Code of Maryland
be renumbered to be Section(s) 5-5Α-16.

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That the Laws of Maryland read
as fo l lows :
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A r t i c l e - H u m a n S e r v i c e s

5 - 5 Α - 0 1 .

Office” means the Office of Home Energy Programs.(d)

5 - 5 Α - 0 8 .

O n o r b e f o r e J u l y 1 . 2 0 2 2 . t h e O f fi c e , i n c o o r d i n a t i o n w i t h t h e U n h e d
Wav o f Cen t ra l Mary land and the Fue l Fund o f Mary land , sha l l es tab l i sh t he Power t o t he
P e o n i e P i l o t P r o g r a m .

i g l Ш

For fisca l years 2023 and 2024. the Governor sha l l inc lude in the
annual budget bill an appropriation of $80,000 to the Office for the Pilot Program.

m ه

T h e f u n d s a p p r o p r i a t e d u n d e r s u b p a r a g r a p h t i l o f t h i si
paragraph sha l l be used to h i re :

o n e I f u l l - t l m e l P A R T - T I M E i n t a k e s p e c i a l i s t f o r t h e
2 - 1 - 1 M a r y l a n d U n i t e d W a v H e l p l i n e :

o n e I f u l l - t l m e l PA R T - T I M E c a s e m a n a g e r f o r t h e 2 - 1 - 12 .

M a r y l a n d U n i t e d W a v H e l p l i n e : a n d

o n e p a r t - t i m e p r o i e c t c o o r d i n a t o r a t t h e F u e l F u n d o f3 .

M a r y l a n d . \

ا
5 - 5 Α - 0 9 .

(A)ر (1) The Office SHALL DEVELOP AUNIFORM REDETERMINATION
P R O C E S S T O A S S I S T E L I G I B L E E N E R G Y C U S T O M E R S W H O A R E AT L E A S T 6 5 Y E A R S
O L D I N E N R O L L I N G I N E N E R G Y A S S I S T A N C E P R O G R A M S .

( 2 ) T h e r e d e t e r m i n a t i o n p r o c e s s d e v e l o p e d u n d e r
PARAGRAPH (!) OF THIS SUBSECTION SHALL BE UPDATED ANNUALLY.

( B ) T h e r e d e t e r m i n a t i o n p r o c e s s s h a l l r e q u i r e l o c a l
A D M I N I S T E R I N G A G E N C I E S T O :

(!) HAVE AN ACCESSIBLE LOCATION TO RECEI١^ ELIGIBLE ENERGY
C U S T O M E R S ’ A P P L I C A T I O N S A C C O R D I N G T O T H E O f fi c e ’ s c o n t r a c t u a l o r

PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS; AND
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( 2 ) E S T A B L I S H A P O L I C Y R E F L E C T I N G R E A S O N A B L E
A C C O M M O D A J J O N S F O R A P P L I C A N T S i O A R E H O M E B O U N D O R R E Q I Œ S T
ACCOMMODATION, INCLUDING BY:

(I) A R R A N G I N G F O R A H O M E V I S I T ; O R

(I I) ALLO^NGANINDIWDUAI^TOAPPLYONTHEBEHALFOFAN
E L I G I B L E E N E R G Y C U S T O M E R .

( c ) T h e O f fi c e s h a l l p r o v i d e n o t i c e o f t h e r e d e t e r m i n a ^ o n
PROCESS TO ALL ELIGIBLE ENERGY CUSTOMERS AND INCLUDE WITH THE NOTICE
A N A D D R E S S E D E ^ E L O P E ^ T H P R E P A I D P O S T A G E .

(D) In addit ion to the notice required under subsection (c) of
THIS SECTION, THE Office shall:

( ! ) REQUIRE YEARLY VERIFICATION OF STATUS FOR EACH
CUSTOMER THAT QUALIFIES FOR THE REDETERMINATION PROCESS;

(2) ALLOWANELIGIBLEENERGYCUSTOMER45 DAYSTORESPONDTO
AREQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION; AND

(3) MAINTAIN RECORDS ORGANICO BY COUNTY, INCLUDING
R E C O R D S O N T H E N U M B E R O F H O U S E H O L D S D U R I N G T H E P R E V I O U S ^ A R :

(I) T H A T ^ R E E L I G I B L E F O R R E D E T E R M I N A T I O N ;

(II) WHOSE NOTICE OF THE REDETERMINAUON PROCESS WAS
VERIFIED AND RETURNED; AND

(III) THAT ^RE REENROLLED IN THE REDETERMINA^ON
P R O C E S S .

( E ) T h e O f fi c e m a y n o t r e q u i r e a n e w a p p l i c a t i o n f o r a c u r r e n t
E N E R G Y C U S T O M E R ^ O S E E L I G I B I L I T Y H A S N O T C H A N G E D F R O M T H E P R E W O U S
T O A R .

(F) On or before December 1EACH TOAR,THE Office shal l report ,
IN ACCORDANCE ١^TH §2-1257 OF THE State Government Article, to the

O F T H I S S E C T I O N .

( G ) T h e D e p a r t m e n t s h a l l a d o p t r e g u l a t i o n s t o i m p l e m e n t t h i s
S E C T I O N .
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SECTION 3 . AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That th is Ac t sha l l take e f fec t
October 1, 2022.

Enacted under Article II, §17(c) of the Maryland Constitution, May 29, 2022.
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