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Social Work Advocates for Social Change strongly supports HB 372, which mirrors the federal 

Emergency Medical Treatment and Active Labor Act (EMTALA) and codifies procedures by which 

emergency departments in Maryland hospitals must abide if a patient presents with an emergency 

pregnancy-related medical condition. 

 
HB 372 ensures that pregnant patients experiencing medical emergencies can receive timely, 

appropriate and life-saving care throughout Maryland. As social work students, we are trained to 

uphold the principles of social justice, dignity, and access to essential health care. 1 Clarity and consistency 

in emergency medical standards are essential. Patients experiencing medical emergencies are often at 

their most vulnerable and cannot choose where they receive care. This bill helps ensure all pregnant 

patients in Maryland can rely on emergency departments to provide necessary, stabilizing care when it is 

needed most. 

 
While federal EMTALA has been a critical tool for lifesaving care, it is not sufficiently supported by 

the current federal administration. For decades, EMTALA has required emergency departments to 

evaluate, treat, and stabilize individuals with emergency medical conditions, including pregnancy-related 

emergencies, regardless of insurance status or ability to pay. Alarmingly, the current federal 

administration has been rescinding guidance related to EMTALA that explicitly requires abortion care as 

a necessary stabilizing treatment, as the policy did not “reflect the policy of this Administration”. 2,3 

Moreover, the Supreme Court has allowed lower court cases to stand where states argued their abortions 

bans are not preempted by EMTALA.4  With the federal government stepping back from clear guidance 

and enforcement of EMTALA, it is critical for Maryland to take action to protect patients.  

 
HB 372 protects pregnant Marylanders by codifying enforceable state protections and ensuring 

patients aren’t subjected to shifting and unclear federal policies. As future social workers who will be 

serving individuals and families across health care, behavioral health, and community settings, we 

strongly support SB 169 as a necessary step to protect patient safety and uphold equitable access to 

emergency medical care. 

 
Social Work Advocates for Social Change urges a favorable report on HB 372. 

 
Social Work Advocates for Social Change is a coalition of MSW students at the University of Maryland School of Social Work 
that seeks to promote equity and justice through public policy, and to engage the communities impacted by public policy in th e 
policymaking process. 
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