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 DLS Control No. 14-090 

Overview and Legal and Fiscal Impact 
 

 These regulations specify the weapons that may be used during the winter turkey season; 

repeal a definition and requirement pertaining to a subpermittee of a black bear permittee; and 

require an individual who intentionally wounds or kills a deer with a firearm, bow, or crossbow 

to make a reasonable effort to take possession of the wounded or dead deer. 

 

 The regulations present no legal issues of concern. 

 

 There is no fiscal impact on State or local agencies. 

 

 

Regulations of COMAR Affected 
 

Department of Natural Resources: 

Wildlife:  Forest Wildlife:  COMAR 08.03.04.06, .20, and .24 

 

 

Legal Analysis  
 

Background  
 

 The Department of Natural Resources reviews hunting regulations with interested parties 

once every two years.  Based on the most recent review, the department is proposing a suite of 

regulation changes to address various concerns, including (1) authorizing winter hunting for wild 

turkeys; (2) providing an individual that has been issued a permit to hunt black bears with more 

flexibility for designating the subpermittees on the individual’s permit; and (3) working to 

decrease the number of wounded or killed deer abandoned by hunters. 

 

Summary of Regulations 
 

 The regulations modify requirements for hunting wild turkey and black bears and 

establish a requirement for hunting deer.  More specifically, the regulations: 

 

 specify that a person that hunts wild turkeys during the winter season may only use a bow 

or shotgun with shotgun shells loaded with shot size number 4 or smaller; 

 

 repeal the definition of “landowner subpermittee” as it relates to hunting black bears 

(which is not a term used elsewhere in Regulation .20); 
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 repeal the requirement that a permittee and subpermittee maintain visual contact with one 

another while hunting black bears;  

 

 require an individual who intentionally wounds or kills a deer with a firearm, bow, or 

crossbow to make a reasonable effort to take possession of the wounded or dead deer; 

and 

 

 specify the manner in which an individual must recover or use a wounded or dead deer. 

 

Legal Issue 
 

 The regulations present no legal issue of concern. 

 

Statutory Authority and Legislative Intent 
 

 The department cites §§ 10-205 and 10-408 of the Natural Resources Article as authority 

for the regulations.  Section 10-205 authorizes the Secretary to adopt regulations to, among other 

things, enlarge, extend, restrict, or prohibit hunting wildlife.  Section 10-408 requires the 

department to adopt regulations that prescribe the means or weapons for hunting designated 

wildlife and to set forth any restrictions relating to weapons used to hunt designated wildlife, 

including the amount and size of ammunition for designated game birds or mammals.  Although 

not cited by the department, § 10-415(b)(1) also requires each person that kills a deer to report to 

a designated checking station within 24 hours; this provision provides additional support to the 

regulation of wanton waste of deer.  This authority is correct and complete.  These regulations 

comply with the legislative intent of the law. 

 

 

Fiscal Analysis  
 

 There is no fiscal impact on State or local agencies. 

 

Agency Estimate of Projected Fiscal Impact 
 

 The department advises that the regulations have no impact on State or local 

governments.  The Department of Legislative Services concurs. 

 

Impact on Budget 
 

 There is no impact on the State operating or capital budget. 

 

Agency Estimate of Projected Small Business Impact 
 

 The department advises that the regulations have minimal or no economic impact on 

small businesses in the State.  The Department of Legislative Services concurs. 
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Contact Information 
 

Legal Analysis:  Crystal L. Lemieux – (410) 946/(301) 970-5350 

Fiscal Analysis:  Scott D. Kennedy – (410) 946/(301) 970-5510 

 




