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Overview and Legal and Fiscal Impact 
 

 This regulation updates the provisions of the Reading and English Language Arts 

Instructional Programs for Grades Prekindergarten through 12 so that the provisions are aligned 

with the Maryland College and Career Ready Standards for English Language Arts/Literacy. 

 

 The regulation presents no legal issues of concern.   

 

 There is no fiscal impact on State or local agencies. 

 

 

Regulation of COMAR Affected 
 

State Board of Education: 

Specific Subjects:  Program in English Language Arts:  COMAR 13A.04.14.01 

 

 

Legal Analysis  
 

Background  
 

 The Common Core State Standards were created through a state-level initiative 

coordinated by the National Governors Association and the Council of Chief State School 

Officers in collaboration with education stakeholders from across the country.  Forty-five states 

have adopted the Common Core State Standards, which are a set of academic standards in two 

subject areas, English/Language Arts and Mathematics, that define the knowledge and skills all 

students should master by the end of each grade level.  The standards require students and 

teachers to focus on fewer topics and concepts while emphasizing depth, detail, and critical 

thinking skills.  Maryland adopted the Common Core State Standards in June 2010 and has since 

worked to design a State curriculum, the Maryland College and Career Ready Standards, which 

aligns with the standards.  

 

Summary of Regulation 
 

 The regulation updates the provisions of the Reading and English Language Arts 

Instructional Programs for Grades Prekindergarten through 12 so that the provisions are aligned 

with the Maryland College and Career Ready Standards for English Language Arts/Literacy.  

The updated provisions reflect the focus on literacy within English Language Arts.  The 

regulation requires an instructional program in English Language Arts/Literacy each year for all 

students and enables students to select English Language Arts electives, including English 

Language Arts/Literacy Transition Courses.  The provisions also focus on the foundational skills 
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of reading for prekindergarten through grade 5 that are necessary for students to proficiently read 

grade level appropriate texts with purpose and understanding.  The provisions regarding writing 

reflect a focus on writing as a way of demonstrating subject matter understanding.  The 

provisions regarding speaking and listening reflect a focus on commanding the skills necessary 

to communicate effectively by presenting, listening, and responding appropriately.  The 

regulation also requires each local school system to provide curriculum documents to the schools 

within its jurisdiction that are aligned with the Maryland College and Career Ready Standards. 

 

Legal Issue 
 

 The regulation presents no legal issues of concern.   

 

Statutory Authority and Legislative Intent 
 

 The State Board of Education cites §§ 2-205(c) and (h), 7-202, and 7-205.1 of the 

Education Article as legal authority for the regulation.  Section 2-205(c) requires the board to 

adopt bylaws, rules, and regulations for the administration of the public schools.  

Section 2-205(h) requires the board to establish basic policy and guidelines for the program of 

instruction for the public schools.  Section 7-202 requires the board to impose a minimum level 

of reading ability for each grade 2 through 12 that rises with each succeeding grade.  

Section 7-205.1 requires the Maryland State Department of Education to develop transition 

courses in English Language Arts/Literacy by the 2016-2017 school year to be delivered in the 

12th grade to students who have not achieved college and career readiness by the end of the 11th 

grade.   

 

This authority is correct and complete.  The regulation complies with the legislative 

intent of the law.  

 

Technical Corrections and Special Notes 

 

 The Maryland State Department of Education Regulations Coordinator has confirmed the 

following: 

  

 Subsection (c) of § 2-205 and § 7-205.1 of the Education Article have been added as 

statutory authority.  

 

 In subsection J of the regulation, the correct cross reference to § 4-111 of the 

Education Article has been included in place of the previous erroneous cross reference to 

§ 4-110.     

 

 The change in the order of the provisions for literacy text in subsection D and for 

informational text in subsection E is an intentional change that reflects the order in the 

Maryland College and Career Ready Standards for English Language Arts/Literacy.         

 

 

Fiscal Analysis  
 

 There is no fiscal impact on State or local agencies. 
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Agency Estimate of Projected Fiscal Impact 
 

 The department advises that the regulation has no impact on State or local governments.  

The Maryland College and Career Ready Standards have already been developed and are being 

fully implemented across the State during the 2013-2014 school year. 

 

Impact on Budget 
 

 There is no impact on the State operating or capital budget. 

 

Agency Estimate of Projected Small Business Impact 
 

 The department advises that the regulation has minimal or no economic impact on small 

businesses in the State. 
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